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Bulletin for Sunday, January 04, 2026

Welcome

Jesus Christ teaches us
to love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand this, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37). Every
time we celebrate

the Divine Liturgy, it is offered "on behalf of
all, and for all." As Orthodox Christians we
stand against racism and bigotry. All human
beings share one common identity as
children of God. "There is neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatian
3:28)

Members of our Parish Council are:

Marlene Melesko - President  •Sarah
Senetcen - Member at Large
Boris Doph - Treasurer     •Brett Malcolm
- Member at Large

http://www.stalexischurch.org
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.net
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.org
mailto:dntimothy@stalexischurch.org
http://stalexischurch.org/schedule.html


Dierdre Cottergarfield - Vice President
Luba Martins - Secretary    

Pastoral Care - General Information

Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any
time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 322-
2906, when a family member is admitted to
the hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of
Unction is available in Church, the hospital,
or your home, for anyone who is sick and
suffering, however severe. 
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See
Father before booking dates and reception
halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for
details. The Church opposes cremation; we
cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

To Our Guests
Throughout our services, we use the more
formal "thy" and "thou" or what is commonly
referred to as King Jamesean English.
The Lord's Prayer is recited as follows:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be
done, as on earth as it is in heaven,
Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors,
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from the Evil One.
 Please join us after Liturgy for refreshments
and hospitality.
 
Liturgical Calendars
A limited number of calendars have been
ordered for the parish on a "first come, first
serve" basis. To cover the increase in price,
we are asking for a $7 contribution for the
calendar. As soon as they arrive, you will be
notified.
 
Upcoming
Sign-ups for House Blessings continue.
Please see the sheets downstairs and be
sure to sign up soon.
 
Prayer List
The prayer list for the sick and suffering and
the departed has been update. If you have
someone whose name has inadvertantly
been removed, please let Fr Steven or Dn
Timothy know about the oversight.

Filesharing

https://sites.google.com/stalexischurch.net/p
arish/home

If you are asked to enter a username and
password, please contact Fr Steven via
email.

Prayers, Intercessions and
Commemorations

https://sites.google.com/stalexischurch.net/parish/home


Pray for: All those confined
to hospitals, nursing
homes, and their own
homes due to illness; for all
those who serve in the
armed forces; widows,
orphans, prisoners, victims
of violence, and refugees;

All those suffering
chronic illness,
financial hardship,
loneliness, addictions,

abuse, abandonment and despair; those who
are homeless and dispossesed, those who
are institutionalize, those who have no one
to pray for them;

All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all those
considering monastic life; all Orthodox
missionaries and their families.

All those who have perished due to hatred,
intolerance, predjudice; pestilence and
natural disaster; all those departed this life
in the hope of the Resurrection.

Please let Fr. Steven know via email if you
have more names for which to pray.

Departed:  Natalie, John
Clergy and their families: Fr Sergei B,
Fr Vladimir, Matushka Anne, Fr
Vladimir, Fr John, 
Fr Alexander, Fr David, Fr Sergius, Fr
Patrick, Fr Moses
Catechumen: Jordan, Christiana
Individuals and Families: Luba,
Suzanne, Rosemary,  Daniel & Dayna,
Kristen, Victor, Susan, Gregory
Birthdays and Name’s Days this

Month: Natalie Kucharski (N-1/12), Dn
Timothy Skuby (N-1/22) 
Anniversaries this Month: 
Expecting and Newborn: Christine
and her newborn child Kiriena
Lynn and her unborn child.
Traveling: 
Sick and those in distress: Joanna,
Stormy, Nancy, Boris, Glenn, John,
Joan, Sharon, William, David,
Branislava, Lewis, Stephanie, Sharon

Today’s commemorated feasts and saints

30th SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST — Tone 5. Forefeast of the
Theophany. Sunday before
Theophany. Synaxis of the Seventy
Apostles: James (Jacob), the brother of the
Lord; Mark the Evangelist; Luke the
Evangelist; Cleophas, the brother of Joseph
the Betrothed; Simeon, the son of Cleophas;
Barnabas; Justus; Thaddæus; Ananias;
Stephen the Archdeacon; Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, and Parmenas of the Seven
Deacons; Timothy; Titus; Philemon;
Onesimus; Epaphras; Archippus; Silas;
Silvanus; Crescens; Crispus; Epenetus;
Andronicus; Stachys; Amplias; Urban;
Narcissus; Apelles; Aristobulus; Herodion;
Agabus; Rufus; Asyncritus; Phlegon;
Hermes; Patrobus; Hermas; Linus; Gaius;
Philologus; Lucius; Jason; Sosipater;
Olympas; Tertius; Erastus; Quartus; Euodius;
Onesiphorus; Clement; Sosthenes; Apollos;
Tychicus; Epaphroditus; Carpus; Quadratus;
Mark, called John; Zenas; Aristarchus;
Pudens; Trophimus; Mark; Artemas; Aquila;
Fortunatus; and Achaicus. (1st c.). Ven.
Theoctistus, Abbot at Cucomo, in Sicily
(800). Repose of St. Eustathius



I, Archbishop of Serbia (ca. 1285). St.
Aquila, Deacon, of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves
—14th c.). Confessors Zosimus the Hermit
and Athanasius the Commentarisius
(Superintendent of Prisoners), Anchorites, of
Cilicia (3rd-4th c.). St. Nikephoros the Leper
(1964). Ven. Euthymius and twelve other
Monks, martyred at Vatopedi (Mt. Athos—
1285). Ven. Onuphrius of Chilandari (Mt.
Athos), Martyr (1818).

Again we pray for those who have lost their
lives because of the wars in Ukraine and in
the Middle East: that the Lord our God may
look upon them with mercy, and give them
rest where there is neither sickness, or
sorrow, but life everlasting.

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health,
salvation, for those who are suffering,
wounded, grieving, or displaced because of
the wars in Ukraine and in the Middle East.

Again we pray for a cessation of the
hostilities against Ukraine and the Middle
East, and that reconciliation and peace will
flourish there, we pray thee, hearken and
have mercy.

Parish Calendar

St Alexis Parish

January 4 to January 12, 2026

Sunday, January 4
Sunday before Epiphany
9:15AM 3rd Hour
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, January 5
Eve of the Theophany of Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ
6:00PM Vigil with Great Blessing of Water

Tuesday, January 6
The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ
Theophany
8:30AM Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, January 7
Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious Prophet,
Baptist, & Forerunner
Liberty Page - B
3:00PM Office Hours

Thursday, January 8
Afterfeast of the Theophany of Our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ
8:30AM Matins
11:00AM Office Hours
7:00PM Catachumens

Friday, January 9
Afterfeast of the Theophany of Our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ

Saturday, January 10
Gregory of Nyssa
Diocesan Hierarchical Liturgy
4:00PM Office Hours
5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, January 11
Sunday after Epiphany
9:15AM 3rd Hour
9:30AM Divine Liturgy
11:30AM Blessing of LIS

Monday, January 12
St. Tatiana



Afterfeast of the Theophany of Our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ

Saints and Feasts

January 04

Synaxis of the 70 Apostles

The Seventy Disciples and Apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ are those Whom our
Saviour chose in addition to the Twelve and
sent forth unto the work of preaching. With
the passage of time, others were added to
their number by the Holy Apostles, who, with
the accompaniment and assistance of the
Seventy, were preaching the Gospel of Christ
in various lands. Although their number
eventually exceeded seventy, they were all
nonetheless referred to as "of the Seventy"
out of reverence for the number of Apostles
which the Lord chose.

The divine Apostle and Evangelist Luke
describes the calling and the sending forth
of the Seventy as follows in his Holy Gospel
(Luke 10:1-16): "After these things the Lord
appointed another seventy disciples, and
sent them two and two before His face into
every city and place, whither He Himself
would come. Therefore said He unto them,
the harvest is great, but the labourers are
few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that He send forth labourers into
His harvest. Go then: behold, I send you
forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry
neither purse, nor bag,

nor sandals: and greet no man on the way.
And into whatsoever house ye enter first
say, Peace be on this house. And if the son
of peace be there, your peace shall rest
upon it; if not, it shall turn to you again. And
in the same house remain, eating and
drinking such things as they give: for the
labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from
house to house. And into whatsoever city
you enter, and they receive you, eat such
things as are set before you; And heal the
sick that are therein, and say unto them,
The Kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.
But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they
receive you not, go your ways out into the
streets of the same, and say, Even the very
dust of your city, which cleaveeth on us, we
do wipe off against you: notwithstanding
know ye this, that the Kingdom of God is
come nigh unto you. But I say unto you, that
it shall be more tolerable in that day for
Sodom, than for that city. Woe unto thee,
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if
the mighty works had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, which have been done in you, they
had a great while ago repented, sitting in
sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the
judgment, than for you. And thou,
Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven,
shalt be brought down to hades. He that
heareth you heareth Me; and he that
despiseth you despiseth Me; and he that
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me."



After the Passion, Resurrection, and
Ascension of our Lord, and after Pentecost,
on which all the Apostles and men and
women disciples of Christ, together with the
Most Holy Theotokos (some 120 in number),
were gathered in the upper chamber, they
received the grace of the All-holy Spirit and
went forth throughout the ends of the world,
everywhere preaching and teaching the
Gospel of Christ, and leading to the true
Faith the peoples who were sunk in the
darkness of impiety and idolatry.

January 06

The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ

About the beginning of our Lord's thirtieth
year, John the Forerunner, who was some six
months older than Our Saviour according to
the flesh, and had lived in the wilderness
since his childhood, received a command
from God and came into the parts of the
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance
unto the remission of sins. Then our Saviour
also came from Galilee to the Jordan, and
sought and received baptism though He was
the Master and John was but a servant.
Whereupon, there came to pass those
marvellous deeds, great and beyond nature:
the Heavens were opened, the Spirit
descended in the form of a dove upon Him
that was being baptized and the voice was
heard from the Heavens hearing witness that
this was the beloved Son of God,

now baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark
1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From these events the
Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
great mystery of the Trinity were
demonstrated. It is also from this that the
present feast is called "Theophany," that is,
the divine manifestation, God's appearance
among men. On this venerable day the
sacred mystery of Christian baptism was
inaugurated; henceforth also began the
saving preaching of the Kingdom of the
Heavens.

January 07

Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious
Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner

Today we celebrate the Synaxis in honour of
the most sacred Forerunner, since he
ministered at the Mystery of the Divine
Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rest from labour. Fish allowed.

January 10

Gregory of Nyssa

Saint Gregory, the younger brother of Basil
the Great, illustrious in speech and a zealot
for the Orthodox Faith, was born in 331. His
brother Basil was encouraged by their elder
sister Macrina to prefer the service of God to
a secular career (see July 19); Saint Gregory
was moved in a similar way by



his godly mother Emily, who, when Gregory
was still a young man, implored him to
attend a service in honor of the holy Forty
Martyrs at her retreat at Annesi on the River
Iris. Saint Gregory came at his mother's
bidding, but being wearied with the journey,
and feeling little zeal, he fell asleep during
the service. The Forty Martyrs then
appeared to him in a dream, threatening him
and reproaching him for his slothfulness.
After this he repented and became very
diligent in the service of God.

Gregory became bishop in 372, and because
of his Orthodoxy he was exiled in 374 by
Valens, who was of one mind with the Arians.
After the death of Valens in 378, Gregory
was recalled to his throne by the Emperor
Gratian. He attended the Local Council of
Antioch, which sent him to visit the churches
of Arabia and Palestine, which had been
defiled and ravaged by Arianism. He
attended the Second Ecumenical Council,
which was assembled in Constantinople in
381. Having lived some sixty years and left
behind many remarkable writings, he
reposed about the year 395. The acts of the
Seventh Ecumenical Council call him 'Father
of Fathers."

Hymns of the Day

Tone 5    Troparion  
 (Resurrection)
Let us, the faithful,
praise and worship the
Word,
co-eternal with the
Father and the Spirit,

born for our salvation from the Virgin;
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in
the flesh,
to endure death,
and to raise the dead//
by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 4     Troparion    (Forefeast)    
Prepare, O Zebulon,
and adorn thyself, O Naphtali!
River Jordan, cease flowing,
and receive with joy the Master coming to be
baptized!
Adam, rejoice with our first Mother,
and do not hide yourselves as you did of old
in Paradise;
for having seen you naked,
He has appeared to clothe you with the first
garment.//
Christ has appeared to renew all creation.

Tone 4     Troparion (St. Alexis)
O righteous Father Alexis, our heavenly
intercessor and teacher, �divine adornment
of the Church of Christ! �Entreat the Master
of All to strengthen the Orthodox Faith in
America, �to grant peace to the world and to
our souls great mercy.

Tone 3    Troparion    (Apostles)
Holy Apostles of the Seventy
entreat the merciful God //
to grant our souls forgiveness of
transgressions!

Tone 5    Kontakion    (Resurrection)
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior,
shattering its gates as Almighty,
resurrecting the dead as Creator,
and destroying the sting of death.
Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse,



O Lover of man,//
and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit

Tone 2    Kontakion    (Apostles)
O faithful, let us praise with hymns
the choir of the seventy disciples of Christ.
They have taught us all to worship the
undivided Trinity,
for they are divine lamps of the faith.

now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 4    Kontakion    (Forefeast)
Today the Lord enters the Jordan and cries
out to John:
“Do not be afraid to baptize Me.//
For I have come to save Adam, the first-
formed man.”

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him
in the highest! 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Tone 4    Kontakion    (Forefeast)
Today the Lord enters the Jordan and cries
out to John:
“Do not be afraid to baptize Me.//
For I have come to save Adam, the first-
formed man.”

 

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Gospel Reading

Prokeimenon. 6th Tone. Psalm 27.9,1. 
O Lord, save your people and bless your

inheritance. 
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my

God.

The reading is from St. Paul's Second
Letter to Timothy 4:5-8.

TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil
your ministry.

For I am already on the point of being
sacrificed; the time of my departure has
come. I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that
Day, and not only to me but also to all who
have loved his appearing.

Sunday before Epiphany 
The Reading is from Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. As it is written in the
prophets, 'Behold, I send my messenger
before your face, who shall prepare your
way; the voice of one crying in the
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.' John was baptizing
in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
there went out to him all the country of
Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem;



Wisdom of the Fathers

Repentance is the renewal of baptism and is
a contract with God for a fresh start in life.

St. John Climacus

Ladder of Divine Ascent Step 5:On Penitence,
Paulist Press pg. 121, 6th century

It was for that reason that Joshua, son of
Nun, removed his sandals (Cf. Jos. 5:15), in
order that he also could preserve the gift of
so great a function for Him who was to come.
It is for that reason that John says, 'A man is
coming after me, the strap of whose sandal I
am not worthy to loose,' ...

St. Ambrose of Milan

Seven Exegetical Works, 4.22, 4th Century

and they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather
girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and
wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After
me comes he who is mightier than I, the
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit."

Beyond the Sermon

Metropolitan Anthony
of Sourozh

AFTER CHRISTMAS
1985, January 13

In the Name of the
Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost.
In imagination we think
ourselves 2000 years
back. What wonder
should fill us: a week,
and the world has

become different. The world that had been
for thousands of years like the lost sheep
was now the sheep found, taken upon His
shoulders by the Son of God become the son
of man. The unbridgeable gap that sin had
created between God and man was now at
least incipiently bridged; God had entered
into history, God Himself had become man.
God had taken flesh and all things visible,
what we perceive in our blindness as dead,
inert matter, could in His body recognise
itself in glory. Something absolutely new had
occurred; the world was no longer the same.
Moreover, there is another aspect to the
Incarnation. God had become man, but God
in Christ had spoken words of truth, that was
decisive, that gradually like yeast dropped
into dough was to change the world; God
had revealed to us the greatness of man.
Christ becoming man was evidence, is and
will remain forever evidence, that man is so
vast, so deep, so mysteriously deep, that he
can not only contain the divine



presence as a temple, but unite himself with
God, to "become partaker of the divine
nature", as St. Peter puts it in his Epistle.
And again that man is great, and that
however far we fall away from our vocation,
however unworthy we may become of it, God
will never re-establish with us a relationship
which is less than that of His fatherhood and
our condition of sons and daughters of the
Most High. The prodigal son was asking his
father to receive him as a hireling now that
he was unworthy of being called a son; but
the father did not accept it. When the son
made his confession, the father stopped him
before he could even pronounce those
words, because God does not accept our
debasement, we are no slaves and no
hirelings. Has not Christ said to His
disciples, "I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know the will of
his master, and lo, I have told you
everything."
Again, the proclamation in Christ and by Him
that what matters supremely is every person,
that He lives and dies for every one of us,
that it is not collective units that matter, but
each of us. Each of us, tells us the Book of
Revelation, possesses for God a name, a
name which will be revealed to us at the end
of time, but a name which no one can know
but God and he who receives it, because this
name is our relationship to God, unique,
unrepeatable. Each of us is unique for Him.
What a wonder! The ancient world knew of
nations and races, it knew of slaves and
owners, it knew of categories of people,
exactly in the same way in which the modern
world that is gradually becoming not only
secular

but pagan, distinguishes categories and
types and groups; God knows only living men
and women.
And then a new justice was introduced, or
rather proclaimed by Him, not the
distributive and retributive justice of the law,
another justice. When Christ says to us, "let
your justice be beyond that of the scribes
and pharisees," He speaks of the way in
which God treats each of us. He accepts each
of us as we are. He accepts good and evil,
He rejoices in the good, and He dies because
of and for the sake of what is evil. And that is
what God calls us to remember, and how He
calls us to be and to behave - not only within
our Christian circle but in the whole world,
to look at every person with that kind of
justice; not judging and condemning, but
seeing in each person the beauty which God
has impressed upon it and which we call "the
image of God in man". Venerate this beauty,
work for this beauty to shine in all glory,
dispelling what is evil and dark and making
it possible, by the recognition of beauty in
each other, for this beauty to become reality
and to conquer.
He has taught us also about love which the
ancient world did not know, and the modern
world, like the old one, is so afraid of: A love
that accepted to be vulnerable, helpless,
giving, sacrificial; a love that gives without
counting, a love that gives not only what it
possesses, but itself. That is what the
Gospel, that is what the Incarnation brought
into the world, and this has remained in the
world. Christ said that "the light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness cannot
comprehend it," but it cannot put it out
either. And this light shines and shall shine,



but it will conquer only if we undertake to be
its heralds and the doers of these
commandments of justice and of love, if we
accept God's vision of the world and bring to
it our faith, that is, our certainty and our
hope, which is the only power that can help
others to start anew; but to start anew they
must see newness in us. The world has
become incipiently new by the union of God
with man, when the Word became flesh; it is
for us to be a revelation of this newness, the
resplendence and shining of God in the
darkness or the dusk of this world.
May God grant us courage and love and
greatness of heart to be His messengers and
His witnesses, and may the blessing of the
Lord be upon you by His grace and love
towards mankind always, now and forever
and world without end. Amen.
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