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Bulletin for Sunday, November 30, 2025

Welcome

Jesus Christ teaches us
to love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand this, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37). Every
time we celebrate the
Divine Liturgy, it is

offered "on behalf of all, and for all." As
Orthodox Christians we stand against racism
and bigotry. All human beings share one
common identity as children of God. "There
is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male
nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Members of our Parish Council are:

Marlene Melesko - Member Elect  
Sarah Senetcen - Member Elect
Boris Doph - Treasurer     
Dierdre Cottergarfield - Secretary
Luba Martins - Member at Large   
Brett Malcolm - Member at Large

http://www.stalexischurch.org
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.net
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Pastoral Care - General Information

Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any
time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 322-
2906, when a family member is admitted to
the hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of
Unction is available in Church, the hospital,
or your home, for anyone who is sick and
suffering, however severe. 
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See
Father before booking dates and reception
halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for
details. The Church opposes cremation; we
cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

Soup Kitchen

We are hosting  next Wednesday, 12/3.

Luba and I decided to make meatball subs.
 We have the ground beef and she & I will
make meatballs.

To finish out the meal we need the following:

Sub rolls
Parmesan cheese
Drinks ( ½ milk, 3 jugs of juice)
Green beans ( 5 large bags of frozen from
Big Y or S&Shop)
Dessert

Pllease let me know if you can help serve,

supply something for the meal or both.

We usually plan for 30 attendees.

Happy Thanksgiving

In Christ, Sue

Filesharing

https://sites.google.com/stalexischurch.net/p
arish/home

If you are asked to enter a username and
password, please contact Fr Steven via
email.

Prayers, Intercessions and
Commemorations

His Beatitude
encourages the clergy
and faithful to
remember the people of
Alaska both in their
prayers and in the
petitions of the Divine
Services.

Pray for: All those confined
to hospitals, nursing
homes, and their own
homes due to illness; for all

those who serve in the armed forces; widows,
orphans, prisoners, victims of violence, and
refugees;

All those suffering chronic illness, financial
hardship, loneliness, addictions, abuse,
abandonment and despair; those who are
homeless and dispossesed, those who are
institutionalize, those who have no one

https://sites.google.com/stalexischurch.net/parish/home


to pray for them;

All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all those
considering monastic life; all Orthodox
missionaries and their families.

All those who have perished due to hatred,
intolerance, predjudice; pestilence and
natural disaster; all those departed this life
in the hope of the Resurrection.

Please let Fr. Steven know via email if you
have more names for which to pray.

Departed:  Larissa, Elaina
Clergy and their families: Fr Sergei B,
Fr Vladimir, Matushka Anne, Fr
Vladimir, Fr John, Pdn George
​Catechumen: Paige, Dierdre
Individuals and Families: Luba,
Suzanne, Rosemary,  Daniel & Dayna,
Kristen, Victor, Susan, Gregory, 
Birthdays and Name’s Days this
Month: Nora Ann Boruch (B 11/12),
Daniel Cummings (B 11/12), Natalie
Kucharski (B 11/16)
Anniversaries this Month: 
​Expecting and Newborn: Christine
and her newborn child Kiriena
Lynn and her unborn child.
​Traveling: Fr Deacon and Maureen
Skuby 11/24-12/1
​Sick and those in distress: Joanna,
Joshua, Julia, Stormy, Noah, Sophia,
Gregory, Nicholas, Carol, Matthew,
Mark, Sandra, Richard, Peter, Loretta,
James, Christian, Sharon, Susan,
Nancy, Boris, Glenn, John, Joan,
Edward

Today’s commemorated feasts and saints

25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone
8. Holy and All-praised Apostle Andrew the
First-called (62). Ven. Sebastian Dabovich
(1940). St. Frumentius, Archbishop of
Abyssinia (Ethiopia—ca. 380).

Again we pray for those who have lost their
lives because of the wars in Ukraine and in
the Middle East: that the Lord our God may
look upon them with mercy, and give them
rest where there is neither sickness, or
sorrow, but life everlasting.

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health,
salvation, for those who are suffering,
wounded, grieving, or displaced because of
the wars in Ukraine and in the Middle East.

Again we pray for a cessation of the
hostilities against Ukraine and the Middle
East, and that reconciliation and peace will
flourish there, we pray thee, hearken and
have mercy.

Parish Calendar

St Alexis Parish

November 15 to December 8, 2025

Saturday, November 15
Nativity Fast

Sunday, November 30
St Sebastian Dabovich of San Francisco
Andrew the First- Called Apostle
A Boyd - N
Ezekiel Joseph Watson
9:15AM 3rd Hour



9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, December 1
Nahum the Prophet

Tuesday, December 2
Habakkuk the Prophet
Anniversary of His Grace’s Concecration
8:30AM Matins
11:00AM Office Hours
6:00PM Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday, December 3
The Holy Prophet Sophonias (Zephaniah)
3:00PM Office Hours
4:00PM Soup Kitchen

Thursday, December 4
Barbara the Great Martyr
Glorification of St Alexander Hotovitzky
8:30AM Matins
11:00AM Office Hours

Saturday, December 6
Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of
Myra
St. Nicholas the Wonderwork
4:00PM Office Hours
5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, December 7
10th Sunday of Luke
9:15AM 3rd Hour
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, December 8
Forefeast of the Conception by St. Anna of
the Most Holy Theotokos

Saints and Feasts

November 30

St Sebastian Dabvovich

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/11/30/
100486-venerable-sebastian-dabovich

November 30

Andrew the First- Called Apostle

This Saint was from Bethsaida of Galilee; he
was the son of Jonas and the brother of
Peter, the chief of the Apostles. He had first
been a disciple of John the Baptist;
afterwards, on hearing the Baptist's witness
concerning Jesus, when he pointed Him out
with his finger and said, "Behold the Lamb of
God, Which taketh away the sin of the world"
(John 1.29,36), he straightway followed
Christ, and became His first disciple;
wherefore he is called the First-called of the
Apostles. After the Ascension of the Saviour,
he preached in various lands; and having
suffered many things for His Name's sake,
he died in Patras of Achaia, where he was
crucified on a cross in the shape of an "X,"
the first letter of "Christ" in Greek; this cross
is also the symbol of Saint Andrew.

December 01

Nahum the Prophet

The Prophet Nahum had Elkesaeus (Elkosh)
as his homeland, and was from the tribe of
Symeon; he is seventh in order among

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/11/30/100486-venerable-sebastian-dabovich


the twelve Minor Prophets He prophesied
during the time of Hezekias, after the
destruction of Samaria (721 years before
Christ), but before the ten tribes were taken
into captivity; he prophesied against
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. His name
means "comforter." His book of prophecy is
divided into three chapters.

December 01

Philaret the Merciful of Amnia

Saint Philaret a native of Paphlagonia in Asia
Minor, was a virtuous Christian layman who
lived in lawful wedlock and raised a family.
He was most renowned for his generosity to
all in need. With the permission of God, in a
short space of time he lost the greater part
of his possessions to theft and other
misfortunes and was left with nothing but his
family, his home, and a little livestock. Yet
he continued to give generously to the poor
despite the faint-heartedness of his family,
who reproached him for giving alms when
they were in need themselves; and God,
seeing his faith, restored his prosperity to
him many times over. He foresaw the day of
his death, and reposed in an odour of
sanctity in Constantinople in 789.

December 02

Porphyrios of Kavsokalyvia

Saint Porphyrios (Bairaktaris) was born in
1907 with the name Evangelos in Evoia,

Greece, in the small village of Agios Ioannis
(Saint John). As a child he tended to the
sheep in the hills, and it is there that he first
read the life of Saint John the Hut-Dweller
(Commemorated January 15th) which
planted the desire of monasticism in his
heart. The spark lit by Saint John was fanned
when at the age of seven he overheard a
conversation about the divine beauty of the
Holy Mountain. Eventually he stowed away
on a boat to Thessalonica, hoping from there
to reach Mount Athos.

On the evening after his arrival, a group of
monks gathered at the harbor to take the
boat to Mount Athos. One of them noticed
the young Porphyrios and asked him where
he was going. Porphyrios told the monk that
he was going to the Holy Mountain, but lied
about the reason as to why. The monk,
seeing through this, told Porphyrios to tell
any inquirers that he was his nephew and
that his mother had passed away, for
otherwise he would not be allowed on the
mountain since he was still a child.

The monk, whose name was Panteleimon,
became his spiritual father and brought him
to Kavsokalyvia, a small skete where
Panteleimon lived with his brother, the
Priest Ioannikos, as fellow monastics. The
young Porphyrios loved to carry out the
virtue of obedience to his elders, at times
being tested by them without even knowing
it. When he was fourteen, his elder asked
Porphyrios what he was planning to do with
his life. The young man told him that he
wished to stay on the Mountain. Two or
three years later, Porphyrios was tonsured
with the name Nikitas.



Once, being obedient to one of his elders
against the wishes of the other, Porphyrios
went out on a rainy day to collect snails.
After hours of filling his sack, and burdened
by the wind and cold, Porphyrios found
himself suddenly caught in a rockslide and
was buried up to his knees. Crying out to the
Theotokos he was miraculously delivered,
but having suffered badly he developed
pleurisy and had to leave Mount Athos to
seek medical treatment. The elder who told
him to collect the snails profusely
apologized, and personally saw Porphyrios
off of Mount Athos, kissing him on the
forehead in tears.

Porphyrios returned to the village of Agios
Ioannis in Evoia where he reunited with his
family. He stayed at the monastery of Saint
Haralambos, which was near the village
Avlonari, until he recovered. his good
reputation as a faithful and obedient monk
quickly spread and thus caught the attention
of the Bishop Fostinis of Kymi. He began to
visit Porphyrios frequently, and with the aid
of Archbishop Porphyrios III of Sinai (from
whom Porphyrios was given his final name),
ordained the young monk a deacon and then
a priest. Two years later he was made a
confessor and would at times hear
confessions for multiple days at a time
without sleep or food.

His next major ministry was serving as the
Chaplain at the Polyclinic Hospital in Athens
for roughly 33 years (1940-1973). It was
through the well-known Professor of Canon
Law, Amilkas Alivizatos, that Porphyrios was
assigned to the Church of Saint Gerasimos
which was associated with the hospital.
During this time he helped many patients

spiritually by acting as their father
confessor. In addition to his hospital duties,
he helped to renew the Church of Saint
Nicholas in Kallisia, often having recourse to
it during the night to pray by himself or with
family.

However, Porphyrios had still been unable to
fulfill another dream he shared with his
family: founding a monastery. After years of
searching, he bought some land upon the
top of a hill in Milesi where he later founded
The Holy Monastery of the Transfiguration.
He remained there for many years before
returning to his old cell on Mount Athos
where he spent his last years. He departed
this life on December 2nd, 1991. Porphyrios
was declared a saint by the Ecumenical
Patriarchate on November 27th, 2013.

December 02

Habakkuk the Prophet

This Prophet, whose name means "loving
embrace," is eighth in order of the minor
Prophets. His homeland and tribe are not
recorded in the Divine Scriptures; according
to some, he was of the tribe of Symeon. He
prophesied in the years of Joachim, who is
also called Jechonias, before the Babylonian
captivity of the Jewish People, which took
place 599 years before Christ. When
Nabuchodonosor came to take the Israelites
captive, Habakkuk fled to Ostrakine, and
after Jerusalem was destroyed and the
Chaldeans departed, Habakkuk returned and
cultivated his field. Once he made some
pottage and was about



to take it to the reapers in the field. An Angel
of the Lord appeared to him, and carried him
with the pottage to Babylon to feed Daniel in
the lions' den, then brought him back to
Judea (Bel and the Dragon, 33-39): His book
of prophecy is divided into three chapters;
the third chapter is also used as the Fourth
Ode of the Psalter. His holy relics were found
in Palestine during the reign of Emperor
Theodosius the Great, through a revelation
to Zebennus, Bishop of Eleutheropolis
(Sozomen, Eccl. Hist., Book VII, 29).

December 03

Zephaniah the Prophet

This Prophet, who is ninth in order among
the minor Prophets, was the son of Chusi
(Cushi), from the tribe of Levi, or according
to some, the great-grandson of King
Hezekias. He prophesied in the years of
Josias, who reigned in the years 641-610
before Christ. His book of prophecy is
divided into three chapters. His name means
"Yah has concealed."

December 04

Barbara the Great Martyr

Saint Barbara was from Heliopolis of
Phoenicia and lived during the reign of
Maximian.

She was the daughter of a certain idolater
named Dioscorus. When Barbara came

of age, she was enlightened in her pure
heart and secretly believed in the Holy
Trinity. About this time Dioscorus began
building a bath-house; before it was finished
he was required to go away to attend to
certain matters, and in his absence Barbara
directed the workmen to build a third
window in addition to the two her Father had
commanded. She also inscribed the sign of
the Cross with her finger upon the marble of
the bath-house, leaving the saving sign cut
as deeply into the marble as if it had been
done with an iron tool. (When the Synaxarion
of Saint Barbara was written, the marble of
the bath-house and the cross inscribed by
Saint Barbara were still preserved, and
many healings were worked there.) When
Dioscorus returned, he asked why the third
window had been added; Barbara began to
declare to him the mystery of the Trinity.
Because she refused to renounce her faith,
Dioscorus tortured Barbara inhumanely, and
after subjecting her to many sufferings he
beheaded her with his own hands, in the
year 290.

December 04

Alexander Hotovitzky, New Hieromartyr
of Russia, Missionary to America

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2016/12/04/
103471-glorification-of-the-priestmartyr-
alexander-hotovitzky

December 06

Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2016/12/04/103471-glorification-of-the-priestmartyr-alexander-hotovitzky


of Myra

This Saint lived during the reign of Saint
Constantine the Great, and reposed in 330,
As a young man, he desired to espouse the
solitary life. He made a pilgrimage to the
holy city Jerusalem, where he found a place
to withdraw to devote himself to prayer. It
was made known to him, however, that this
was not the will of God for him, but that he
should return to his homeland to be a cause
of salvation for many. He returned to Myra,
and was ordained bishop. He became known
for his abundant mercy, providing for the
poor and needy, and delivering those who
had been unjustly accused. No less was he
known for his zeal for the truth. He was
present at the First Ecumenical Council of
the 318 Fathers at Nicaea in 325; upon
hearing the blasphemies that Arius brazenly
uttered against the Son of God, Saint
Nicholas struck him on the face. Since the
canons of the Church forbid the clergy to
strike any man at all, his fellow bishops were
in perplexity what disciplinary action was to
be taken against this hierarch whom all
revered. In the night our Lord Jesus Christ
and our Lady Theotokos appeared to certain
of the bishops, informing them that no action
was to be taken against him, since he had
acted not out of passion, but extreme love
and piety. The Dismissal Hymn for holy
hierarchs, The truth of things hath revealed
thee to thy flock ... was written originally for
Saint Nicholas. He is the patron of all
travellers, and of sea-farers in particular; he
is one of the best known and best loved
Saints of all time.

Hymns of the Day

Tone 8    Troparion  
 (Resurrection)
Thou didst descend
from on high, O
Merciful One!
Thou didst accept the
three day burial to free
us from our
sufferings!//

O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to
Thee!

Tone 4        Troparion (St. Andrew)
O Andrew, first-called of the Apostles,
and brother of the foremost disciple,
entreat the Master of all
to grant peace to the world,//
and to our souls great mercy!

Tone 8     Kontakion    (Resurrection)
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the
dead and resurrect Adam.
Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,//
and the world celebrates Thy rising from the
dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit

Tone 2    Kontakion (St. Andrew)
Let us praise Andrew, the herald of God,
the namesake of courage,
the first-called of the Savior’s disciples
and the brother of Peter!
As he once called to his brother,
he now cries out to us://
“Come, for we have found the One Whom the
world desires!”



now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 6    Kontakion (Steadfast
Protectress)
Steadfast Protectress of Christians,
�Constant Advocate before the Creator; 
despise not the entreating cries of us
sinners, �but in your goodness come speedily
to help us who call on you in faith. �Hasten
to hear our petition and to intercede for us,
�O Theotokos, for you always protect those
who honor you!

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him
in the highest!
Their proclamation has gone out into all the
earth, and their words to the ends of 
the universe. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

 

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. 8th Tone. Psalm 75.11,1. 
Make your vows to the Lord our God and

perform them. 
Verse: God is known in Judah; his name is

great in Israel.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to
the Ephesians 4:1-7.

Brethren, I, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you
to lead a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, with all lowliness and
meekness, with patience, forbearing

Gospel Reading

one another in love, eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called to the one hope that belongs to your
call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of us all, who is above all
and through all and in all. But grace was
given to each of us according to the measure
of Christ's gift.

The Reading is from Luke 13:10-17

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the
synagogues on the sabbath. And there was a
woman who had a spirit of infirmity for
eighteen years; she was bent over and could
not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus
saw her, he called her and said to her,
"Woman, you are freed from your infirmity."
And he laid his hands upon her, and
immediately she was made straight, and she
praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue,
indignant because Jesus had healed on the
sabbath, said to the people, "There are six
days on which work ought to be done; come
on those days and be healed, and not on the
sabbath day." Then the Lord answered him,
"You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the
sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the
manger, and lead it away to water it? And
ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen
years, be loosed from this bond on the
sabbath day?" As he said this, all his
adversaries were put to shame; and all the
people rejoiced at all the glorious things



Wisdom of the Fathers

Rejoice at every opportunity of showing
kindness to your neighbor as a true Christian
who strives to store up as many good works
as possible, especially the treasures of love.
Do not rejoice when others show you
kindness and love—consider yourself
unworthy of it, but rejoice when an occasion
presents itself for you to show love. Show
love simply, without any deviation into
cunning thoughts, without any trivial,
worldly, covetous calculations, remembering
that love is God Himself. Remember that He
sees all your ways, sees all the thoughts and
movements of your heart.

St. John of Kronstadt

Calendar Company, Orthodox . Wisdom of the
Divine Philosophers-Volume Four (p. 97).
(Function). Kindle Edition.

What does love look like? It has the hands to
help others. It has the feet to hasten to the
poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery
and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs
and sorrows of men. That is what love looks
like. .

St. Augustine of Hippo

Calendar Company, Orthodox . Wisdom of the
Divine

that were done by him. Philosophers-Volume Four (p. 97). (Function).
Kindle Edition

Beyond the Sermon

Week Four: Advent -
The Coming of
Christ!

This "lesson" will be
attached to the
electronic bulletin
separately.

Metropolitan Anthony
Sourozh

SERMON ON
GRATITUDE

17 December 1989

In the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost.
Ten lepers came to the Lord; ten men who
were ritually unclean and therefore, ritually
rejected by their community, unable to
attend the common worship of the Temple,
unable to come near the habitations of men;
and unclean also in the eyes of men because
their sickness could be transmitted to
others: others could become impure, others
could be sick unto death.
They came to Christ and stood afar off
because they knew that they had no right to
come near, to touch Him as had done the
woman who had an issue of blood and who
had been healed. From afar off they cried for
mercy, and the Lord healed them; He sent
them to the priests in order to be ritually
cleansed. Ten of them went, and nine never
came back. One of them,



discovering on his way that he was healed,
let go of every other concern but his
gratitude to Him that had restored him to
wholeness. He came back and thanked the
Lord, and the Gospel tells us that this man
was a Samaritan, a man who was outside of
the Hebrew community, a man who had no
rights within the people of Israel, a man who
was not only a stranger, but a reject.
Why is it - and Christ Himself asks the
question - why is it that nine of them never
thought of returning? Because they felt that
now that they were clean they were restored
to the wholeness of the people of Israel; they
needed nothing more, they had everything.
The Samaritan knew that he had been
cleansed, healed, made whole without
having any right to this love of God and this
act of Christ.
Isn't it true that gratitude springs up in our
hearts more powerfully, more gloriously
when what we receive is undeserved, when
it is a miracle of divine and human love?
When we think that we deserve something
and receive it, we receive it as our due; so
did the nine Jews. But the Samaritan knew
he had no right to the mercy of God, no right
to this miracle of healing, and his heart was
filled with gratitude.
Does this not apply to us? Indeed, it does!
Indeed it does so sadly, because all of us do
feel that we have a right: a right to human
concern, to human love, a right to
everything which the earth and human
relationships can give, ultimately, a right for
God's care and love for us. And therefore,
when we receive a gift we are superficially
grateful, we say a perfunctory 'thank you';
but it does not transform our relationship,
either to God or to those who have been

merciful to us. We receive it as our due, and
we are grateful to those who were
instrumental in conveying to us what
'naturally' we had a right to have.
The first Beatitude speaks to us in that
respect very clearly: Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of
God......Who are the poor in spirit? It is not
those who are simply poor; poverty does not
call out the great virtues simply by itself; the
poor in spirit are those who in their heart
and mind, in their whole self, know that they
possess nothing which is not a gift, and
deserve nothing of what gratuitously is given
to us. Let us reflect one moment on this.
We did not come into being of our own
volition; God brought us into being, and not
by command, by an act of power. He brought
us into being by an act of love, He loved us
into existence. By doing this, He says to us: I
love you! Without you, the world which I
have created would be incomplete in my
eyes; but also, I have faith in you that you
will not betray my trust. I put my hope in all
the good there is in you; My love will never
falter, My faith and hope in you will remain
unshaken - respond to them! The wonder is
that however little we believe in God, God
believes in us. Is not this a marvel, a
wonder? And we exist only because of this
faith of God in us, because of this hope and
love He has vested in us.
And if we think further we have not only
existence - we are alive, alive with the breath
of God that makes us akin to Him, capable of
knowing Him! And again, He has revealed
Himself to us in so many ways, but
ultimately in the Incarnation: God Himself
has become man for us to see how much



we are loved, and how great we are in His
eyes, and indeed how great we are
potentially in our humanity; we can all
become by communion to Christ the sons
and daughters of the Living God, partakers
of the Divine nature. And to achieve this
Christ has given us His life, His teaching, His
death, the forgiveness He gave to those who
crucified Him: Forgive them, Father, they
don't know what they are doing! This applies
to us also, all the time, day in, day out, of His
Resurrection, and the manifestation of our
human glory by His sitting at the right hand
of God, Saint John Chrysostom says, If you
want to know how great man is, look up to
the throne of God - you will see Man
enthroned at the right hand of glory!
Is not that enough for us to be grateful, to
be grateful before any other particular gift is
bestowed: the love of our closest, and of
other people that care, the security of life,
food, air, health! But we all take this for
granted; we are not poor in spirit - we take it
as our due; why should we be grateful that
we are given what is our right? Why
shouldn't God give us all that is His
obligation to give. This is our attitude, we
don't formulate it so crudely, but we live by
it!
The Samaritan did not; he had no right to
share anything that was the right of Israel -
and he was given it! And his gratitude was
aflame, aglow! Can we not learn something
from him? And also, can we not realise how
wonderful it would be if out of gratitude we
lived in such a way as to give God joy, the joy
of knowing that He has not created us in
vain, that He does not believe in us in vain,
that He has not put His trust in us in vain,

that His love has been received, is now
incarnate, not only in emotion, but in action!
Saint Paul says, It is a greater joy to give
than to receive; is that our attitude? If we
are truly grateful for the gifts which are ours
- how generously, how joyfully we would give
to everyone around us in an act of love which
would be our sharing in the love of God...
And if we realised that all we have, in body,
in soul, in circumstances of life, even in the
tragedies of life, comes because God has
sent us into the world as His messengers to
bring divine presence at a cost, if necessary,
of our lives - how grateful we would be, and
how we would live in order that God should
look at us, each of us, and say, Here is a
disciple of Mine who has understood, and
who lives accordingly!
Let us reflect on this; let us learn to live out
of gratitude, out of the joy of being loved,
out of our communion with God, but knowing
that it is an act of gratuitous generosity, that
we have no rights - and yet we possess all
things. Saint Paul said that: I have nothing,
and I possess all things. Each of us could be
such a rich person in our utter poverty, rich
with all the love and power and richness of
God.
Let us reflect, and let us give God, in an act
of gratitude not only spoken, not only dimly
felt, but lived in every action of our life: let
us give Him joy, and the certainty that He
has not created us in vain, not lived and died
for us in vain, that we are truly disciples who
have understood and who want to live His
Gospel. Amen.
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