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Bulletin for Sunday, June 26, 2022

Welcome

Jesus Christ taught us to

love and serve all

people, regardless of

their ethnicity or

nationality. To

understand that, we

need to look no further

than to the Parable of

the Good Samaritan

(Luke 10:25-37). Every

time we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, it is

offered "on behalf of all, and for all." As

Orthodox Christians we stand against

racism and bigotry. All human beings share

one common identity as children of

God. "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor

free, male nor female, for you are all one in

Christ Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Members of our Parish Council are:

Joseph Barbera - Council Member at Large

Susan Davis- Council Member at Large

Carolyn Neiss - President

Marlene Melesko - Vice President

Susan Egan - Treasurer

Dn Timothy Skuby - Secretary
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Pastoral Care - General Information

Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any

time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 866-5802,

when a family member is admitted to the

hospital.

Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of

Unction is available in Church, the hospital, or

your home, for anyone who is sick and

suffering, however severe. 

Marriages and Baptisms require early

planning, scheduling and selections of

sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See

Father before booking dates and reception

halls!

Funerals are celebrated for practicing

Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for

details. The Church opposes cremation; we

cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

 Learn more about the American Saints

https://www.oca.org/fs/north-american-saints

https://orthodoxwiki.org/List_of_American_Ort

hodox_saints

A Journey to Fullness: An Introduction to

the Fullness of the Original Christian Faith.

Throughout the upcoming Fast, I will be

hosting a video series produced by Fr

Barnabas Powell. You may find more specifics

about this series at

 www.faithencouraged.org. You may watch

each video session at your own pace. Each

video is approximately 40 minutes long (except

the Intro). At the end of each week

of the Fast, I will host a video discussion via

Zoom so that we may discuss the video

contents and ask questions. The Zoom

meetings will be held on Friday, June 24th and

July 1st beginning at 6:30p. To begin each day

of the Fast, I will send out some "key points"

that you may use as reflection points about

each video. Of course, you will need a copy of

the electronic bulletin to access the links. It is

always available on the church's website.

Week 1

An Introduction

Is this Trip Really Necessary?

What is the Orthodox Church?

When Did Orthodoxy Begin?

Characteristics of Orthodox Christianity

Midset Matters

A Healing Purpose

Truth and Tradition

How Do I Understand the Bible?

Week 2

When We Say God, Pt 1

When We Say God, Pt 2

God With Us

Our Ultimate Purpose

Salvation as Participation

Orthodox Worship

A Beautiful Rhythm

The Journey Continues
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Prayers, Intercessions and
Commemorations

Priest Ceraphim, Deacon

Timothy, Evelyn,

Katheryn, Anne, Aaron,

Veronica, Richard,

Nancy, Susanne, Gail,

Kelley, Nina, Ellen,

Maureen, Elizabeth,

Christopher, Joshua,

Jennifer, Petra, Olivia,

Jessica, Sean, Sarah,

Justin, Kyle, Dayna and

Maria.

Please pray for our catecumen David.

Many Years! to Joan Skrobat on the occasion

of her Name's Day; and to Anastasia and

Malcolm Littlefield on the ocassion of their

Anniversary; and to all those named after the

Apostles.

___

Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,

nursing homes, and their own homes

due to illness; for all those who serve in

the armed forces; widows, orphans,

prisoners, victims of violence, and

refugees;

All those suffering chronic illness,

financial hardship, loneliness,

addictions, abuse, abandonment and

despair; those who are homeless, those

who are institutionalize, those who

have no one to pray for them;

All Orthodox seminarians & families; all

Orthodox monks and nuns, and all

those considering monastic life;

all Orthodox missionaries and their

families.

All those who have perished due to

hatred, intolerance and pestilence; all

those departed this life in the hope of

the Resurrection.

___

2nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 1.

All Saints of America (All Saints of Russia).

New Martyr David of St. Anne's Skete (1813).

St. David of Thessalonica (ca. 540). St.

Dionysius, Archbishop of Suzdal’ (1385).

Translation of the Relics of St. Tikhon of

Lukhov (Kostromá— 1569). St. John, Bishop of

the Goths in the Crimea (8th c.).

Prayer for family and friends in the

Ukraine and Russia

Hope, Myron, Daniel, Stepan, Galina, Maria, Vladislav, Juliana, Oksana, Novel

If you have specific names of anyone you

would like to have included here, please send

them to Fr Steven.

 

Parish Calendar

Schedule of Services and Events

June 1 to July 4, 2022

Wednesday, June 1

Noahic Covenant Month

Monday, June 20

Apostles Fast

Sunday, June 26



2nd Sunday of Matthew

9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, June 27

Samson the Hospitable

St. Joanna the Myrrhbearer

Tuesday, June 28

Finding of the Relics of Cyrus and John the

Unmercenaries

8:30AM Daily Matins

Wednesday, June 29

Peter and Paul, the Holy Apostles

Sts Peter and Paul

8:30AM Akathist to Sts Peter & Paul

4:30PM Open Doors

Thursday, June 30

Malcolm & Anastasia's Anniversary

Synaxis of the Twelve Holy Apostles

8:30AM Daily Matins

Friday, July 1

Cosmas & Damian the Holy Unmercenaries

6:30PM Journey to Fullness p2

Saturday, July 2

Deposition of the Precious Robe of the

Theotokos in Blachernae

St. John Maximovich

5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, July 3

3rd Sunday of Matthew

Sophia Brubaker

Joan Skrobat - B

9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, July 4

Christine Brubaker

Church Cleaning: Sue Davis

Andrew of Crete Author of the Great

Canon

Saints and Feasts

June 26

Appearance of the Icon of Our Most Holy

Lady the Theotokos of Tikhvin

According to one tradition, this icon was

painted by Saint Luke the Evangelist. It was

formerly situated in the famous Church of

Blachernae in Constantinople. In 1383, it

appeared upon the waters of Lake Ladoga,

whence it travelled miraculously through the

air to the city of Tikhvin; there, it remained by

the River Tikhvinka, and a monastery was

built to shelter the icon. In 1613-14 this

monastery miraculously withstood the many

attacks of the Swedish invaders. In the early

twentieth century it was brought to America

and was returned to Russia in 2004. The holy

icon is renowned for a great many miracles

wrought through it by the all-holy Mother of

God, especially for the healing of children.

June 27

Joanna the Myrrhbearer

June 28

Finding of the Relics of Cyrus and John

the Unmercenaries

These Saints lived during the years of

Diocletian. Saint Cyrus was from



Alexandria, and Saint John was from Edessa of

Mesopotamia. Because of the persecution of

that time, Cyrus fled to the Gulf of Arabia,

where there was a small community of monks.

John, who was a soldier, heard of Cyrus' fame

and came to join him. Henceforth, they passed

their life working every virtue, and healing

every illness and disease freely by the grace

of Christ; hence their title of "Unmercenaries."

They heard that a certain woman, named

Athanasia, had been apprehended together

with her three daughters, Theodora,

Theoctiste, and Eudoxia, and taken to the

tribunal for their confession of the Faith.

Fearing lest the tender young maidens be

terrified by the torments and renounce Christ,

they went to strengthen them in their contest

in martyrdom; therefore they too were seized.

After Cyrus and John and those sacred women

had been greatly tormented, all were

beheaded in the year 292. Their tomb became

a renowned shrine in Egypt, and a place of

universal pilgrimage. It was found in the area

of the modern day resort near Alexandria

named Abu Kyr.

June 29

Peter and Paul, the Holy Apostles

The divinely-blessed Peter was from Bethsaida

of Galilee. He was the son of Jonas and the

brother of Andrew the First-called. He was a

fisherman by trade, unlearned and poor, and

was called Simon; later he was renamed Peter

by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, Who looked

at him and said, "Thou art Simon the son of

Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which is by

interpretation, Peter)" (John 1:42). On being

raised by the Lord to the dignity of an Apostle

and becoming inseparable from Him as His

zealous disciple, he followed Him from the

beginning of His preaching of salvation up

until the very Passion, when, in the court of

Caiaphas the high priest, he denied Him thrice

because of his fear of the Jews and of the

danger at hand. But again, after many bitter

tears, he received complete forgiveness of his

transgression. After the Resurrection of Christ

and the descent of the Holy Spirit, he

preached in Judea, Antioch, and certain parts

of Asia, and finally came to Rome, where he

was crucified upside down by Nero, and thus

he ascended to the eternal habitations about

the year 66 or 68, leaving two Catholic

(General) Epistles to the Church of Christ.

Paul, the chosen vessel of Christ, the glory of

the Church, the Apostle of the Nations and

teacher of the whole world, was a Jew by race,

of the tribe of Benjamin, having Tarsus as his

homeland. He was a Roman citizen, fluent in

the Greek language, an expert in knowledge of

the Law, a Pharisee, born of a Pharisee, and a

disciple of Gamaliel, a Pharisee and notable

teacher of the Law in Jerusalem. For this

cause, from the beginning, Paul was a most

fervent zealot for the traditions of the Jews

and a great persecutor of the Church of

Christ; at that time, his name was Saul (Acts

22:3-4). In his great passion of rage and fury

against the disciples of the Lord, he went to

Damascus bearing letters of introduction from

the high priest. His intention was to bring the

disciples of Christ back to Jerusalem in bonds.

As he was approaching Damascus, about

midday there suddenly



shone upon him a light from Heaven. Falling

on the earth, he heard a voice saying to him,

"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" And he

asked, "Who art Thou, Lord?" And the Lord

said, "I am Jesus Whom thou persecutest; it is

hard for thee to kick against the pricks." And

that heavenly voice and brilliance made him

tremble, and he was blinded for a time. He

was led by the hand into the city, and on

account of a divine revelation to the Apostle

Ananias (see Oct. 1), he was baptized by him,

and both his bodily and spiritual eyes were

opened to the knowledge of the Sun of

Righteousness. And straightway- O wondrous

transformation! - beyond all expectation, he

spoke with boldness in the synagogues,

proclaiming that "Christ is the Son of God"

(Acts 9:1-21). As for his zeal in preaching the

Gospel after these things had come to pass, as

for his unabating labors and afflictions of

diverse kinds, the wounds, the prisons, the

bonds, the beatings, the stonings, the

shipwrecks, the journeys, the perils on land,

on sea, in cities, in wildernesses, the continual

vigils, the daily fasting, the hunger, the thirst,

the nakedness, and all those other things that

he endured for the Name of Christ, and which

he underwent before nations and kings and

the Israelites, and above all, his care for all

the churches, his fiery longing for the

salvation of all, whereby he became all things

to all men, that he might save them all if

possible, and because of which, with his heart

aflame, he continuously traveled throughout

all parts, visiting them all, and like a bird of

heaven flying from Asia and Europe, the West

and East, neither staying nor abiding in any

one place - all these things are related incident

by incident

in the Book of the Acts, and as he himself tells

them in his Epistles. His Epistles, being

fourteen in number, are explained in 250

homilies by the divine Chrysostom and make

manifest the loftiness of his thoughts, the

abundance of the revelations made to him, the

wisdom given to him from God, wherewith he

brings together in a wondrous manner the Old

with the New Testaments, and expounds the

mysteries thereof which had been concealed

under types; he confirms the doctrines of the

Faith, expounds the ethical teaching of the

Gospel, and demonstrates with exactness the

duties incumbent upon every rank, age, and

order of man. In all these things his teaching

proved to be a spiritual trumpet, and his

speech was seen to be more radiant than the

sun, and by these means he clearly sounded

forth the word of truth and illumined the ends

of the world. Having completed the work of

his ministry, he likewise ended his life in

martyrdom when he was beheaded in Rome

during the reign of Nero, at the same time,

some say, when Peter was crucified.

June 30

Synaxis of the Twelve Holy Apostles

The names of the Twelve Apostles are these:

Simon, who was called Peter, and his brother

Andrew, the First-called; James the son of

Zebedee, and his brother John, who was also

the Evangelist and Theologian; Philip, and

Bartholomew (see also June 11); Thomas, and

Matthew the publican, who was also called

Levi and was an Evangelist; James the son of

Alphaeus, and Jude (also



called Lebbaeus, and surnamed Thaddaeus),

the brother of James, the Brother of God;

Simon the Cananite ("the Zealot"), and

Matthias, who was elected to fill the place of

Judas the traitor (see Aug. 9).

July 01

Cosmas & Damian the Holy

Unmercenaries

These Saints, who are different from those

that are celebrated on the 1st of November,

were from Rome. They were physicians, freely

bestowing healing upon beasts and men,

asking nothing from the healed other than that

they confess and believe in Christ. They ended

their life in martyrdom in the year 284, under

the Emperors Carinus and Numerian.

July 02

John Maximovitch, Archbishop of

Shanghai and San Francisco

The Holy Hierarch John Maximovitch was born

in the Kharkov region in 1896, and reposed in

Seattle in 1966. In 1921, during the Russian

Civil War, his family fled to Belgrade, joining

the ranks of Russian exiles in Serbia, where he

later became a monk and was ordained priest.

In 1934 he was made Bishop of Shanghai,

where he served until the Communists came to

power. Thereafter he ministered in Europe,

serving as Bishop first in Paris then in

Brussels, until he became Archbishop of San

Francisco in 1962. Throughout his life he was

revered as a strict ascetic, a devoted man of

prayer, and a truly wondrous unmercenary

healer of all manner of afflictions and woes.

He served the Divine Liturgy daily, slept little

more than an hour a day, and kept a strict fast

until the evening. It is doubtful that any one

man gave so much protection and comfort as

he to the Russian Orthodox people in exile

after the Revolution of 1917; he was an

unwearying and watchful shepherd of his

sheep in China, the Philippines, Europe, and

America. Through his missionary labors he

also brought into the Church many who had

not been "of this fold." Since his repose in

1966, he has been especially glorified by God

through signs and miracles, and his body has

remained incorrupt.

July 02

Juvenal the Protomartyr of America &

Alaska

Saint Juvenal was (together with Saint

Herman; see Dec. 12) a member of the first

mission sent from Russia to proclaim the

Gospel in the New World. He was a priest-

monk, and a zealous follower of the Apostles,

and baptized hundreds of the natives of

Alaska. He was martyred by enraged pagans

in 1796.



Hymns of the Day

Tone 1 Troparion

(Resurrection)

When the stone had

been sealed by the Jews,

while the soldiers were

guarding Your most pure

body,

You rose on the third

day, O Savior, 

granting life to the world.

The powers of heaven therefore cried to You,

O Giver of Life:

“Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ!

Glory to Your Kingdom!//

Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of

mankind!”

Tone 8 Troparion (All Saints of America)

As the bountiful harvest of Your sowing of

salvation,

the lands of North America offer to You, O

Lord, all the saints who have shone in them.

By their prayers keep the Church and our land

in abiding peace

through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One!

Tone 1 Kontakion (Resurrection)

As God, You rose from the tomb in glory,

raising the world with Yourself.

Human nature praises You as God, for death

has vanished.

Adam exults, O Master!

Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage

and cries to You://

“You are the Giver of Resurrection to all, O

Christ!”

Tone 3 Kontakion (All Saints of America)

Today the choir of Saints who were pleasing to

God in the lands of North America

now stands before us in the Church and

invisibly prays to God for us.

With them the Angels glorify Him,

and all the Saints of the Church of Christ keep

festival with them;//

and together they all pray for us to the Pre-

eternal God.

Tone 1 Prokeimenon (Resurrection)

Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us /as we

have set our hope on You! (Ps. 32:22)

V. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise

befits the just! (Ps. 32:1)

Tone 7 Prokeimenon (All Saints of

America)

Precious in the sight of the Lord / is the death

of His saints. (Ps. 115:6)

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him

in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise

befits the just! (Ps. 32:1)

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading



Gospel Reading

Prokeimenon. 4th Tone. Psalm 67.35,26. 

God is wonderful among his saints. 

Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to

the Hebrews 11:33-40; 12:1-2.

Brethren, all the saints through faith

conquered kingdoms, enforced justice,

received promises, stopped the mouths of

lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge

of the sword, won strength out of weakness,

became mighty in war, put foreign armies to

flight. Women received their dead by

resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to

accept release, that they might rise again to a

better life. Others suffered mocking and

scourging, and even chains and imprisonment.

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they

were tempted, they were killed with the

sword; they went about in skins of sheep and

goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom

the world was not worthy - wandering over

deserts and mountains and in dens and caves

of the earth. And all these, though well

attested by their faith, did not receive what

was promised, since God had foreseen

something better for us, that apart from us

they should not be made perfect. Therefore,

since we are surrounded by so great a cloud

of witnesses, let us also lay aside every

weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let

us run with perseverance the race that is set

before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and

perfecter of our faith.

Bible Cross Reference

The Reading is from Matthew 4:25, 5:1-12

At that time, great crowds followed Jesus from

Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and

Judea and from beyond the Jordan. Seeing the

crowds, he went up on the mountain, and

when he sat down his disciples came to him.

And he opened his mouth and taught them,

saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are

those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the

earth. Blessed are those who hunger and

thirst for righteousness, for they shall be

satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they

shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in

heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of

God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom

of heaven. Blessed are you when men revile

you and persecute you and utter all kinds of

evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice

and be glad, for your reward is great in

heaven."



Mat 4:24

his fame.

9:26,31 14:1 Jos 6:27 1Ki 4:31 10:1 1Ch 14:17

Mr 1:28 Lu 4:14 5:15

Syria.

2Sa 8:6 Lu 2:2 Ac 15:23,41

all sick.

23 8:14,15 9:35 Ex 15:26

possessed.

9:32 12:22 15:22 17:18 Mr 5:2-18 Lu 4:33-35

8:27-37 Ac 10:38

lunatic.

17:15

Blessed.

4-11 11:6 13:16 24:46 Ps 1:1 2:12 32:1,2 41:1

84:12 112:1 Ps 119:1,2 128:1 146:5 Pr 8:32

Isa 30:18 Lu 6:20,21-26 11:28 Joh 20:29 Ro

4:6-9 Jas 1:12 Re 19:9 22:14

the poor.

11:25 18:1-3 Le 26:41,42 De 8:2 2Ch 7:14

33:12,19,23 34:27 Job 42:6 Ps 34:18 51:17 Pr

16:19 29:23 Isa 57:15 61:1 66:2 Jer 31:18-20

Da 5:21,22 Mic 6:8 Lu 4:18 6:20 18:14 Jas

1:10 Jas 4:9,10

the meek.

11:29 21:5 Nu 12:3 Ps 22:26 25:9 69:32 marg:

Ps 147:6 149:4 Isa 11:4 29:19 61:1 Zep 2:3 Ga

5:23 Eph 4:2 Col 3:12 1Ti 6:11 2Ti 2:25 Tit 3:2

Jas 1:21 3:13 1Pe 3:4,15

Wisdom of the Fathers

But mark both their faith, and their obedience.

For though they were in the midst of their

work (and you know how greedy a thing

fishing is), when they heard His command,

they delayed not, ... but "they forsook all and

followed," ... Because such is the obedience

which Christ seeks of us,

as that we delay not even a moment of time.

St. John Chrysostom

Homily 14 on Matthew 4, 4th Century

Prayer, fasting, vigil and all other Christian

practices, however good they may be in

themselves, do not constitute the aim of our

Christian life, although they serve as the

indispensable means of reaching this end. The

true aim of our Christian life consists in the

acquisition of the Holy Spirit of God.

St. Seraphim of Sarov

The Acquisition of the Holy Spirit: Chapter 3, The Little

Russian Philokalia Vol. 1; Saint Herman of Alaska

Brotherhood pg. 79, 19th century

Beyond the Sermon

Message of His Grace,

Bishop Theodosius on

the Canonization of

Saint Herman of Alaska

Today is the Feast of the

Orthodox Faith in North

America.

Today we are summoned

by the Holy Spirit Himself Who has sustained

the memory of the simple monk, Herman, in

the hearts of the Alaskan Orthodox faithful.



Today it is given us to see the undistorted

image of God in the humble face of our

brother, Herman of Alaska.

Beloved Brethren in Christ!

In Herman we recognize the beloved figure of

the true Orthodox monk, a man of patience,

joy and sobriety. A man of God, undaunted by

the outrageous behavior of his countrymen,

the monk Herman won the grudging respect

of the secular officials of Russian America

whose gross behavior towards God, towards

the native Alaskans, towards themselves and

each other, was courageously denounced by

St. Herman.

A man of peace in the midst of terrible

violence, the monk Herman grants us the

image of the truly Christian response to the

violence and spiritual collapse of our own age.

St. Herman, wonderworker of-Alaska and All

America, spiritual physician, averter of

disasters by prayer, teacher of the oppressed

and their benefactor, pray now for the

Orthodox Church in America, your spiritual

child!

May Your truly wonderful example and Your

truly effective prayers sustain our faith in

purity, save us from the temptations of strange

creeds and false idols, and strengthen us all

for the time of testing which God in His mercy

now grants us, His new Church.

Let us all seek and find in St. Herman of

Alaska our true way in this time.

Let us seek out his prayers for us. Let us read

and contemplate in the depths of our

hearts the gracious life of our heavenly patron.

May we rededicate ourselves now at this time

of founding to the acquisition of the Holy

Spirit which is the permanent goal of

Orthodox life, as St. Herman’s contemporary

and fellow-student, St. Seraphim of Sarov,

taught.

And as St. Herman himself said, “From this

time forth, from this hour, from this minute,

let us love God above all.”

+ THEODOSIUS

Bishop of Sitka and All Alaska

August 9, 1970

Kodiak, Alaska
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Parish Shared Folder

(for all documents,

bulletins etc) -

http://bit.ly/St-Alexis

The QR Code to the right

may be used as well.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Members' Directory -

https://stalexischurch.sharepoint.com 

This directory contains access to studies,

sermons, and many other resources. It does

require a login to access this "internal" site, so

please see Fr Steven for this information.

Parish Web Site -

http://www.stalexischurch.org ; calendar

(https://bit.ly/StA-Calendar)

Facebook - @stalexisorthodox

Youtube Channel - https://bit.ly/StA_Youtube

Join Zoom Meeting

https://bit.ly/StA-Zoom

Meeting ID: 471 678 4843

Passcode: 1994

One tap mobile

+19292056099,,4716784843#,,,,,,0#,,1994#

US (New York)

Dial by your location

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Find your local number:

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdeWbDJDW9

 

http://bit.ly/St-Alexis
https://stalexischurch.sharepoint.com
http://www.stalexischurch.org
https://stalexischurch.org/schedule
https://bit.ly/StA-Calendar
https://bit.ly/StA_Youtube
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4716784843?pwd=dzB0MTY1cnVIUUFWNXBCako1ekZ0Zz09

