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Bulletin for Sunday, October 03, 2021

Welcome

Jesus Christ taught us to

love and serve all people,

regardless of their

ethnicity or nationality.

To understand that, we

need to look no further

than to the Parable of the

Good Samaritan (Luke

10:25-37). Every time we

celebrate the Divine

Liturgy, it is offered "on behalf of all, and for

all." As Orthodox Christians we stand against

racism and bigotry. All human beings share

one common identity as children of

God. "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor

free, male nor female, for you are all one in

Christ Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Members of our Parish Council are:

Joseph Barbera - Council Member at Large

Dori Kuziak - Council Secretary

Carolyn Neiss - Vice President

Marlene Melesko - Council Member at Large

Kyle Hollis - President

Roderick Seurattan - Treasurer
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Pastoral Care - General Information

Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any

time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 866-5802,

when a family member is admitted to the

hospital.

Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of

Unction is available in Church, the hospital, or

your home, for anyone who is sick and

suffering, however severe. 

Marriages and Baptisms require early

planning, scheduling and selections of

sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See

Father before booking dates and reception

halls!

Funerals are celebrated for practicing

Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for

details. The Church opposes cremation; we

cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

Diocese Assembly

If you are interested in attending the

upcoming Diocese Assembly as an Observer,

please follow the following link to obtain the

necessary registration form. If you are an

authorized delegate, you may also find the

necessary registration forms at this same

link. 

https://stalexischurch.org/files/resources/2021-

Assembly-Packet.pdf

St. Alexis Council Meeting 

September 21, 2021

-- Father thanked all those who put together

the brunch for the Anniversary of his

Ordination to the Priesthood.

-- The 2020 audit of the books

was completed by Christine Jankura and

Vincent Melesko. No issues were reported.

-- Outreach Committee reported that 12 boxes

of supplies were shipped to an orphanage in

Djibouti, Africa, via Fr. James Parnell (All

Saints Church) who is the Army Chaplain

stationed there.

-- The Diocesan Assembly will be held in

Southbury this year on October 29-30. Joan

Skrobat is our delegate with Sue Davis as the

alternate.

-- The Council has 2 members whose 3 year

term will come to an end this year…Kyle Hollis

& Roderick Seurattan. Father thanked them

for their service to the church. A Nomination

Committee is being formed to seek 2

parishioners for the open slots.

-- The quotes to replace the fence next to the

church will be updated as costs of materials

have changed. Father noted that Greg

Hawkins has “repaired” the fence as a

temporary fix.

-- New Stewardship forms are being created to

be sent out to all parishioners prior to our

Annual Meeting on November 14. Father will

also be asking for volunteers to form a By-Law

Committee to review and update the By-Laws

of the church.

-- It was decided to hold the Annual Meeting

“in person” as well as on ZOOM this year. This

will be reconfirmed depending on the state of

COVID at the time.

The Connecticut Hospice, Inc.

Volunteers Needed

The Connecticut Hospice in Branford is

accepting applications for new volunteers!

Our patients and families are in need of your

care and support. If you have

https://stalexischurch.org/files/resources/2021-Assembly-Packet.pdf


an interest in Reception or Patient

Companionship, please call Joan Cullen,

Director of Volunteers at 203-0315-7510.

Clinton Police Benevolent Association

The Clinton PBA has a long-standing tradtion

of helpoing thse who have served in uniform

and those in our community who have found

themselves in need of a helping hand. We

partner with many service and chariable

organizations in town to provide assistance to

those in need and help to ensure that no one

in Clinton is overlooked in times of dificulty of

distress.

Some of the many causes the Clinton PBA

sponsors or participates with, include:

Families Helping Families - Stuff the

Cruiser and other local assistance

initiatives.

Shoreline Food Bank - Food Drives and

distribution assistance.

Thrunk-or-Treat - A safe Halloween

tradition for the kids.

Our Annual Toys-for-Tots Drive -

Ensuring Christmas gifts for many

children who would otherwise go

without.

CT Special Olympics - A long standing

tradition for Law Enforecment and

Special Athletes

Annual Morgan School Scholarship.

Partners i the Community (PIC) -

Educational Programs and juvenile

Diversion Programs.

Clinton Public School - DARE as well as

other educational educational & sports

programs.

And many more...

We understand the ongoing COVID pandemic

has creasted difficult circumstances for so

many people in our little town and elsewhere

along the shoreline. If you are able, we kindly

ask that you make a donation to the Clinton

PBA, so that we may continue looking out for

those in our great and caring community. we

are proud to serve this community and those

who have servit it.

Tasos CLADOS: CLINTON PBA President

Prayers, Intercessions and

Commemorations

Archpriest Dennis,

Archpriest Michael,

Deacon Timothy, Evelyn,

Katheryn, Anne, Aaron,

Veronica, Richard,

Nancy, Susanne, Carol,

Alexander, Gail, Kelley,

Nina, Ellen, Maureen,

Elizabeth, Christopher,

Joshua, Jennifer, Petra,

Olivia, Jessica, Sean,

Sarah, Justin, Dayna,

Daniel and Gregory.

Many Years to Alex and Luba Martins on the

occasion of their anniversary; and to Vincent

Melesko on the occasion of his birthday.

___

Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,

nursing homes, and their own homes

due to illness; for all those who serve in

the armed forces;



widows, orphans, prisoners, victims of

violence, and refugees;

All those suffering chronic illness,

financial hardship, loneliness,

addictions, abuse, abandonment and

despair; those who are homeless, those

who are institutionalize, those who

have no one to pray for them;

All Orthodox seminarians & families; all

Orthodox monks and nuns, and all

those considering monastic life; all

Orthodox missionaries and their

families.

All those who have perished due to

hatred, intolerance and pestilence; all

those departed this life in the hope of

the Resurrection.

___

Hieromartyr Dionysius the Areopagite, Bishop

of Athens, and with him Martyrs Rusticus the

Presbyter and Eleutherius the Deacon (96).

Ven. Dionysii, Recluse, of the Kiev Caves (Far

Caves—15th c.). St. John the Chozebite, Bishop

of Cæsarea, Palestine (6th c.).

 

Parish Calendar

Schedule of Services and Events

October 3 to October 11, 2021

Sunday, October 3

2nd Sunday of Luke

Alex & Luba Martins - A

9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, October 4

Hierotheus, Bishop of Athens

Tuesday, October 5

Charitina the Martyr

6:30PM Catechumens

Wednesday, October 6

The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas

Glorification of St. Innocent, Apostle to

America

5:30PM Akathist to St Innocent

6:00PM General Confession

Thursday, October 7

Sergius & Bacchus the Great Martyrs of

Syria

Gail Ferris - B

Friday, October 8

Pelagia the Righteous

Vincent Melesko - B

Saturday, October 9

Archbishop Nikon - B

Glorification of St. Tikhon of Moscow

8:30AM Akathist to St Tikhon

5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, October 10

3rd Sunday of Luke

Loyd Davis - B

9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, October 11

Three Holy Unmercenary Female Physicians

Philip the Apostle of the 70, one of the 7

Deacons

Saints and Feasts



October 03

Dionysios the Areopagite

This Saint was from Athens, a learned man,

and a member of the famous judicial court of

Mars Hill (in Greek Aeros Pagos, hence the

name Areopagite (see Acts 17:19-34). When

Saint Paul preached in Athens, he was one of

the first there to believe in Christ, and,

according to some, became the first bishop of

that city. Others say -- and this may be more

probable--that he was the second Bishop of

Athens, after Saint Hierotheus, whom

Dionysios calls his friend and teacher "after

Paul" (On the Divine Names, 3:2). With Saint

Hierotheus he was also present at the

Dormition of the most holy Theotokos; the

Doxasticon of the Aposticha for the service of

the Dormition is partly taken from a passage

in Chapter III of On the Divine Names.

According to ancient tradition, he received a

martyr's end (according to some, in Athens

itself) about the year 96.

October 05

Peter, Alexis, Jonah, Hermogenes &

Tikhon, Metropolitans of Moscow

The feast of the Hierarchs of Moscow was

established during the reign of Tsar Theodore

Ioannovich and Patriarch Job in the year

1596. Their individual feasts are: Saint Peter

(+1326), December 21, and August 24,

translation of holy relics; Saint Alexis (+14th

cent.), February 12, and May 20, recovery of

holy relics; Saint Jonah

(+1461), March 31 and June 15, with the

recovery of his holy relics celebrated on May

27. In 1875, at the proposal of Metropolitan

Innocent of Moscow, to this feast was joined

the commemoration of Saint Philip of Moscow

(+1569), whose feast is kept on January 9, and

the recovery of his holy relics on July 3. In

more recent times, the holy Patriarchs

Hermogenes (+1612) and Tikhon (+1925)

have been added to the Synaxis. Saint

Hermogenes, who was starved to death by the

Poles, is also celebrated on February 17 and

May 12, and Saint Tikhon, a confessor under

the atheist yoke, on March 25. the Menaion

service itself makes reference only to Saints

Peter, Alexis, Jonah, and Philip.

October 06

The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas

The name Thomas means, "twin." He was one

of the Twelve, a Galilean by birth. Sophroneus

(not the famous Patriarch of Jerusalem [7th

Century, celebrated March 11], but a friend of

Jerome's), quoted also by Jerome, says that

Saint Thomas preached to the Parthians,

Pesians, Medes, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, and

neighbouring nations. According to Heracleon,

the Apostle died a natural death; according to

other accounts, he was martyred at Meliapur

His tomb was known by Saint John

Chrysostom to be at Edessa in Syria, to which

city his holy relics may have been translated

from India in the fourth century.



October 09

James the Apostle, son of Alphaeus

The holy Apostle James was one of the Twelve,

and preached Christ to many nations, and

finally suffered death by crucifixion.

October 08

Pelagia the Righteous

This Saint was a prominent actress of the city

of Antioch, and a pagan, who lived a life of

unrestrained prodigality and led many to

perdition. Instructed and baptized by a certain

bishop named Nonnus (Saint Nonnus is

commemorated Nov. 10), she departed for the

Mount of Olives near Jerusalem, where she

lived as a recluse, feigning to be a eunuch

called Pelagia. She lived in such holiness and

repentance that within three or four years she

was deemed worthy to repose in an odour of

sanctity, in the middle of the fifth century.

Her tomb on the Mount of Olives has been a

place of pilgrimage ever since.

October 09

The Righteous Patriarch Abraham and his

nephew Lot

The holy Patriarch Abraham, born a pagan,

ten generations after Noah, when the

knowledge of God had perished from among

men, became the beginning of God's

dispensation for the universal renewal and

salvation of man. He was called out of his

country--the land of the Chaldees, that is,

Mesopotamia--to the land of Canaan, and

received the promise that through his seed all

the nations of the earth should be blessed;

through his singular faith in the promises of

God, he was justified before the giving of the

Law and the coming of Grace; through his

willingness to sacrifice Isaac, he portrayed the

love wherewith God loved the world in

sacrificing His only-begotten Son. The

greatness of Abraham, and the trials that he

and his righteous nephew Lot underwent, are

set forth in the Book of Genesis in the Old

Testament, chapters twelve through twenty-

five. See also the Sunday of the Holy

Forefathers, December 11-17.

Hymns of the Day

Tone 6 Troparion

(Resurrection)

The Angelic Powers were

at Your tomb;

the guards became as

dead men.

Mary stood by Your

grave,

seeking Your most pure body.

You captured hell, not being tempted by it.

You came to the Virgin, granting life.

O Lord, Who rose from the dead,//

glory to You.

Tone 4 Troparion (St. Dionysius)

Having learned goodness and maintaining



continence in all things,

you were arrayed with a good conscience as

befits a priest.

From the Chosen Vessel you drew ineffable

mysteries;

you kept the Faith, and finished a course equal

to his.//

Hieromartyr Dionysius, entreat Christ God

that our souls may be saved!

Tone 6 Kontakion (Resurrection)

When Christ God, the Giver of Life,

raised all of the dead from the valleys of

misery with His mighty hand,

He bestowed resurrection on the human

race.//

He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the

Life, and the God of all.

Tone 8 Kontakion (St. Dionysius)

As a disciple of the Apostle caught up to the

third heaven,

you spiritually entered the gate of heaven, O

Dionysius.

You were enriched with understanding of

ineffable mysteries

and enlighten those who sat in the darkness of

ignorance.//

Therefore we cry to you: “Rejoice, universal

Father!”

 Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him

in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. 6th Tone. Psalm 27.9,1. 

O Lord, save your people and bless your

inheritance. 

Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

The reading is from St. Paul's Second

Letter to the Corinthians 4:6-15.

Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light

shine out of darkness," who has shone in our

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of

the glory of God in the face of Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,

to show that the transcendent power belongs

to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every

way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not

driven to despair; persecuted, but not

forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;

always carrying in the body the death of

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be

manifested in our bodies. For while we live we

are always being given up to death for Jesus'

sake, so that the life of Jesus may be

manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at

work in us, but life in you.

Since we have the same spirit of faith as he

had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke,"

we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that

he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also

with Jesus and bring us with you into his

presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as

grace extends to more and more people it may

increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.



Gospel Reading

Wisdom of the Fathers

The sign that thou lovest God, is this, that thou

lovest thy fellow; and if thou hatest thy fellow,

thy hatred is towards God. For it is blasphemy

if thou prayest before God while thou art

wroth. For thy heart also convicts thee, that in

vain thou multipliest words: thy conscience

rightly judges that in thy prayers thou

profitest nought.

St. Ephraim the Syrian

ON ADMONITION AND REPENTANCE.

2nd Sunday of Luke 

The Reading is from Luke 6:31-36

The Lord said, "As you wish that men would do

to you, do so to them. If you love those who

love you, what credit is that to you? For even

sinners love those who love them. And if you

do good to those who do good to you, what

credit is that to you? For even sinners do the

same. And if you lend to those from whom you

hope to receive, what credit is that to you?

Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as

much again. But love your enemies, and do

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return;

and your reward will be great, and you will be

sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the

ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even

as your Father is merciful."

Let us then, bearing in mind all the things

which have been said, show forth great love

even towards our enemies; and let us ease

away that ridiculous custom, to which many of

the more thoughtless give way, waiting for

those that meet them to address them first.

St. John Chrysostom

Homily 18 on Matthew 5, 4th Century

Beyond the Sermon

Metropolitan Anthony

Sourozh

Protecting Veil of the

Mother of God

Sunday 14 October 1990

In the name of the

Father, the Son and the

Holy Ghost.

Time and again we ask

ourselves what is the aim of the Christian life:

what can we do to be true Christians? A

simple, but very realistic reply is to say "Fulfil

all the commandments, and you will be a

Christian".

And yet, we may fulfil all the commandments,

we may feel that we are right before God, but

if our heart is not in what we do, we have not

done what a Christian is called to do, to be,

because the commandments which Christ left

us are not drilling orders. In the

commandments He reveals to us what we

should do if our heart



were pure, if we communed with God, if we

were true to ourselves. These are the things —

He says — that should become natural to you,

and therefore, you can judge yourselves by

comparing not your deeds to the

commandments, but your heart to the

inspiration that would make them natural. And

so it is not simply by doing things that this is

achieved, but by becoming the kind of person

for whom these things are their true nature; in

other words, by willing to be the true,

undistorted image of Christ.

But where do we begin then? It is easy to be

doers — how can we change our hearts, how

can we find inspiration indeed to do it? It we

think of God, if we think that God has so loved

us that, to use the words of Saint Paul, He

came to save us while we were still His

enemies, that He gave his life that we may live

free from evil; then what should be our first

reaction, our first response? I think, at that

level we should say, "Let my whole life be

evidence to God that I have understood:

understood that He believed in me and felt it

was worth giving His own life for me, that He

hoped that I would respond, and He loved me

unto life and unto death."

If we have understood this, not only the love

of God, but the faith He has in us, the hope He

has placed upon us, then our first step should

be to build our life in such a way as to be a joy

for God; if we only could think of our lives as a

way of giving God a little joy — not the

exulting joy of perfect victory, but a joy which

a mother, a father, a guide has when a child, a

youth, a grown up man or woman says, "I do

understand, I have understood, and now all my

life I will strive to show my understanding".

And showing our understanding of God's love,

of God's faith and hope does not consist in

singing

praises to Him; it consists in making all our

life a hymn of gratitude, so that seeing what

we do, how gradually we become new people,

how our hearts, full of gratitude and of joy,

make us shine with an inner light, then we will

have begun on our spiritual life.

There is a passage in the Gospel, in which we

are told, "Let your light so shine before men

that seeing this light they may give glory to

the Father Who is in Heaven...". What is this

light which we must reveal, unveil, let freely

shine around us? It is not our own light, it is

not manifesting our intelligence, our human

warmth, our talents; it is becoming so filled

with what is God's, so transparent to His light,

that His light may shine freely, and not be

kept, as it were, in the darkness of our soul.

Again, — it is the only way we can cast light,

share light with others, because our talents,

our intelligence, our hearts, may well be below

those of others, while this light is life, this

light is enlightenment, this light can help

others to become new.

So let us begin with simply being actively

grateful to God, — actively grateful: not

emotionally, but in deed, to the core of our

being, in every thought, in heart, in our will

and action.



9/30/21, 10:30 AMA Bishop Unafraid of Beauty

Page 1 of 1http://dce.oca.org/assets/templates/bulletin.cfm?mode=html&id=104

Troparion - Tone 4

Like a fragrant rose growing from thorns,
You were revealed to the Church through your virtuous deeds
Becoming a source of joy for the faithful.
You offered your life in sweet-smelling fragrance
To him who made you wonderful.
Entreat him to deliver us from every soul-destroying passion,
O righteous Pelagia!

A Bishop Unafraid of Beauty
This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

 
Saint Pelagia lived in Antioch in the third century. As a young woman she was the most
beautiful, desirable and best-known harlot in the city, a person who couldn't help attracting
attention. With her fabulous jewels worn as part of everyday dress, her exotic scents that
perfumed the air as she walked, and the cosmetics she artfully applied to enhance her beauty,
Pelagia was an unforgettable figure.

Her story is closely intertwined with that of Bishop Nonnos, who was also well-known in Antioch for
his gentle manner and his excellent sermons steeped in profound knowledge of the Scriptures and
the Church's Tradition. Most of all he was renowned and respected for his ability to bring sinners to
repentance by loving them and never humiliating them.

One day Bishop Nonnos and other bishops were meeting in a garden to discuss Church matters. As
they talked together, Pelagia rode by, accompanied by servants and doting admirers. Several bishops
turned their heads away to avoid the sight of the bold, laughing woman whose beauty only seemed to
emphasize her immodesty. But one of them, Nonnos, did not turn away. He looked after her as she
rode by, and it was clear to his companions that he was deep in thought.

Later, he told the other bishops what he was thinking. Pelagia was so diligent about adorning her
outward self, he said, in order to please men. But how much time or energy did he and others who
claimed to love God spend in adorning their souls, in order to please Him? Why, Nonnos asked, were
they so easily distracted from what should have been their only purpose: to make themselves a fitting
habitation for their Lord? That night he prayed with tears that God would not condemn him, even

though his soul was so poorly adorned.

A few days later, Bishop Nonnos was delivering one of his
wonderful sermons to a large gathering. Pelagia, out shopping,
found herself in the crowd. She paid little attention to the
bishop's words, but in spite of herself she was drawn to what he
was saying about God's judgment and the beauty of each
person's immortal soul. She began to long for the true, pure love
of the divine Bridegroom. What she'd had with her lovers
seemed empty and ugly.

Pelagia's desire for closeness to God grew, and she sent a letter to Nonnos requesting baptism. He hesitated, but
seeing her sincerity he granted her wish. She gave him her numerous possessions to be used for the poor, and then
quietly left for Jerusalem. There she lived in deep seclusion, disguising herself as a man to avoid attention, near the
Mount of Olives. Nearby monks came to know about the pious "Father Pelagios" and when she died they buried her,
after overcoming their surprise that she was a woman, with great respect. The beauty that Bishop Nonnos was not
afraid to look at had become even more beautiful, having been turned toward the Lord.






