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Bulletin for Sunday, January 17, 2021

Welcome

Jesus Christ taught us to
love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand that, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37). Every

time we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, it is
offered "on behalf of all, and for all." As
Orthodox Christians we stand against

racism and bigotry. All human beings share
one common identity as children of
God. "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Members of our Parish Council are:
Joseph Barbera - Council Member at Large
Dori Kuziak - Council Secretary
Caroline Neiss - Vice President
Marlene Melesko - Council Member at Large
Kyle Hollis - President
Roderick Seurattan - Treasurer

http://www.stalexischurch.org
mailto:stalexis@dneoca.org
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.org
mailto:dntimothy@stalexischurch.org
http://stalexischurch.org/schedule.html


Pastoral Care - General Information
Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any
time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 866-5802,
when a family member is admitted to the
hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of
Unction is available in Church, the hospital, or
your home, for anyone who is sick and
suffering, however severe. 
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See
Father before booking dates and reception
halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for
details. The Church opposes cremation; we
cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

On Thursday, December 31, 2020, the Holy
Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in
America has issued an encyclical entitled, “We
Rejoice Even in Tribulation”: An Encyclical of
Hope. The Holy Synod offers this work out of
love and gratitude to its faithful at the end of
this year. The Synod also intends for the
encyclical to be seen as an encouragement for
the year to come. In the encyclical, the Synod
seeks to find meaning in the year that has
past, which has been marked by a pandemic,
political polarization, economic anxiety, and
civil unrest, and calls the faithful to a renewed
faith and hope in Jesus Christ, and service to
one another. 

Presently the encyclical is available as a PDF
for download. In January 2021, printed

copies will be mailed to all parishes,
monasteries, and institutions of the Orthodox
Church in America.

Prayers, Intercessions and
Commemorations

Archpriest Dennis,
Archpriest Michael,
Deacon Timothy, Evelyn,
Katheryn, Anne, Aaron,
Veronica, Richard,
Nancy, Susanne, Carol,
Alexander, Gail, Vincent,
Nina, Ellen, Maureen,
Elizabeth, Christopher,
Joshua, Jennifer, Petra,
Olivia, Jessica, Sean,
Sarah, Justin, Nona,
Arnold, Michael, Kirk,

Carol-Anne, Anthony, Natasha, Gene, John,
John, Michael, Kelley, Krisha, Alix, Steven,
Lisa, Natalie, Edward, Nathan, Caila, Julianna,
Paul, John, Jacob, Lynn, Anna, Richard,
Robert, Dorothy

Memory Eternal! Archpriest Eugene,
Archpriest, Joseph, Luke, MaryAnn, Dana...
Victor

God grant many years! to Natalie on the
occasion of her Name's Day and Gail Kuziak
on the occasion of her Birthday.

___

Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,
nursing homes, and their own homes
due to illness; for all those who serve in
the armed forces; widows, orphans,
prisoners, victims

https://www.oca.org/holy-synod
https://www.oca.org/holy-synod/encyclicals/encyclical-hope
https://www.oca.org/cdn/PDFs/synod/2020-1231-encyclical-hope.pdf


of violence, and refugees;
All those suffering chronic illness,
financial hardship, loneliness,
addictions, abuse, abandonment and
despair; those who are homeless, those
who are institutionalize, those who
have no one to pray for them;
All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all
those considering monastic life; all
Orthodox missionaries and their
families.
All those who have perished due to
hatred, intolerance and pestilence; all
those departed this life in the hope of
the Resurrection.

___

Today we commemorate: Dn Timothy on the
account of his Name's Day

Venerable and Godbearing Father
Anthony the Great (356). Ven. Anthony of
Dymsk (Novgorod—ca. 1224). Ven. Anthony of
Chernoezérsk (16th c.). 

 

Parish Calendar

Parish Calendar

January 17 to January 25, 2021

Sunday, January 17
Sanctity of Life
12th Sunday of Luke
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, January 18
Athanasios and Cyril, Patriarchs

  

of Alexandria
Repose of Victor Kuziak

Tuesday, January 19
Macarius the Great of Egypt
8:30AM Daily Matins
6:30PM Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 20
Righteous Euthymius the Great
6:30PM Evening Prayers

Thursday, January 21
Maximus the Confessor
8:30AM Daily Matins
7:00PM Conversations - Men's Group

Friday, January 22
Timothy the Apostle of the 70

Saturday, January 23
The Holy Hieromartyr Clement, Bishop of
Ancyra
5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, January 24
14th Sunday of Luke
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, January 25
Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of
Constantinople

Saints and Feasts

January 17

Anthony the Great

Saint Anthony, the Father of monks, was born
in Egypt in 251 of pious parents who departed
this life while he was yet young.



On hearing the words of the Gospel: "If thou
wilt be perfect, go and sell what thou hast, and
give to the poor" (Matt. 19:21), he
immediately put it into action. Distributing to
the poor all he had, and fleeing from all the
turmoil of the world, he departed to the
desert. The manifold temptations he endured
continually for the span of twenty years are
incredible. His ascetic struggles by day and by
night, whereby he mortified the uprisings of
the passions and attained to the height of
dispassion, surpass the bounds of nature; and
the report of his deeds of virtue drew such a
multitude to follow him that the desert was
transformed into a city, while he became, so to
speak, the governor, lawgiver, and master-
trainer of all the citizens of this newly-formed
city.

The cities of the world also enjoyed the fruit of
his virtue. When the Christians were being
persecuted and put to death under Maximinus
in 312, he hastened to their aid and
consolation. When the Church was troubled by
the Arians, he went with zeal to Alexandria in
335 and struggled against them in behalf of
Orthodoxy. During this time, by the grace of
his words, he also turned many unbelievers to
Christ.

Saint Anthony began his ascetic life outside
his village of Coma in Upper Egypt, studying
the ways of the ascetics and holy men there,
and perfecting himself in the virtues of each
until he surpassed them all. Desiring to
increase his labors, he departed into the
desert, and finding an abandoned fortress in
the mountain, he made his dwelling in it,
training himself in extreme fasting, unceasing
prayer, and fierce conflicts with the demons.
Here

he remained, as mentioned above, about
twenty years. Saint Athanasius the Great, who
knew him personally and wrote his life, says
that he came forth from that fortress "initiated
in the mysteries and filled with the Spirit of
God." Afterwards, because of the press of the
faithful, who deprived him of his solitude, he
was enlightened by God to journey with
certain Bedouins, until he came to a mountain
in the desert near the Red Sea, where he
passed the remaining part of his life.

Saint Athanasius says of him that "his
countenance had a great and wonderful grace.
This gift also he had from the Saviour. For if
he were present in a great company of monks,
and any one who did not know him previously
wished to see him, immediately coming
forward he passed by the rest, and hurried to
Anthony, as though attracted by his
appearance. Yet neither in height nor breadth
was he conspicuous above others, but in the
serenity of his manner and the purity of his
soul." So Passing his life, and becoming an
example of virtue and a rule for monastics, he
reposed on January 17 in the year 356, having
lived altogether some 105 years.

January 18

Athanasios and Cyril, Patriarchs of
Alexandria

In the half-century after the First Ecumenical
Council held in Nicea in 325, if there was one
man whom the Arians feared and hated more
intensely than any other, as being able to lay
bare the whole error



of their teaching, and to marshal, even from
exile or hiding, the beleaguered forces of the
Orthodox, it was Saint Athanasios the Great.
This blazing lamp of Orthodoxy, which
imperial power and heretics' plots could not
quench when he shone upon the lampstand,
nor find when he was hid by the people and
monks of Egypt, was born in Alexandria about
the year 296. He received an excellent
training in Greek letters and especially in the
sacred Scriptures, of which he shows an
exceptional knowledge in his writings. Even as
a young man he had a remarkable depth of
theological understanding; he was only about
twenty years old when he wrote his treatise
"On the Incarnation." Saint Alexander, the
Archbishop of Alexandria, brought him up in
piety, ordained him his deacon, and after
deposing Arius for his blasphemy against the
Divinity of the Son of God, took Athanasios to
the First Council in Nicea in 325. Saint
Athanasios was to spend the remainder of his
life laboring in defense of this Holy Council. In
326, before his death, Alexander appointed
Athanasios his successor.

In 325, Arius had been condemned by the
Council of Nicea; yet through his hypocritical
confession of Orthodox belief, Saint
Constantine the Great was persuaded by
Arius's supporters that he should be received
back into the communion of the Church. But
Athanasios, knowing well the perverseness of
his mind, and the disease of heresy lurking in
his heart, refused communion with Arius. The
heresiarch's followers then began framing
false charges against Athanasios. Finally Saint
Constantine the Great, misled by grave

charges of the Saint's misconduct (which were
completely false), had him exiled to Tiberius
(Treves) in Gaul in 336. When Saint
Constantine was succeeded by his three sons
Constantine II, Constans, and Constantius, in
337, Saint Athanasios returned to Alexandria
in triumph. But his enemies found an ally in
Constantius, Emperor of the East, and he
spent a second exile in Rome. It was ended
when Constans prevailed with threats upon his
brother Constantius to restore Athanasios (see
also Nov. 6). For ten years Saint Athanasios
strengthened Orthodoxy throughout Egypt,
visiting the whole country and encouraging
all: clergy, monastics, and lay folk, being loved
by all as a father. After Constans's death in
350, Constantius became sole Emperor, and
Athanasios was again in danger. On the
evening of February 8, 356, General Syrianus
with more than five thousand soldiers
surrounded the church in which Athanasios
was serving, and broke open the doors.
Athanasios's clergy begged him to leave, but
the good shepherd commanded that all the
flock should withdraw first; and only when he
was assured of their safety, he also, protected
by divine grace, passed through the midst of
the soldiers and disappeared into the deserts
of Egypt, where for some six years he eluded
the soldiers and spies sent after him.

When Julian the Apostate succeeded
Constantius in 361, Athanasios returned
again, but only for a few months. Because
Athanasios had converted many pagans, and
the priests of the idols in Egypt wrote to Julian
that if Athanasios remained, idolatry would
perish in Egypt, the heathen Emperor



ordered not Athanasios's exile, but his death.
Athanasios took a ship up the Nile. When he
learned that his imperial pursuers were
following him, he had his men turn back, and
as his boat passed that of his pursuers, they
asked him if he had seen Athanasios. "He is
not far," he answered. After returning to
Alexandria for a while, he fled again to the
Thebaid until Julian's death in 363. Saint
Athanasios suffered his fifth and last exile
under Valens in 365, which only lasted four
months because Valens, fearing a sedition
among the Egyptians for their beloved
Archbishop, revoked his edict in February,
366.

The great Athanasios passed the remaining
seven years of his life in peace. Of his fifty-
seven years as Patriarch, he had spent some
seventeen in exiles. Shining from the height of
his throne like a radiant evening star, and
enlightening the Orthodox with the brilliance
of his words for yet a little while, this much-
suffering champion inclined toward the sunset
of his life, and in the year 373 took his rest
from his lengthy sufferings, but not before
another luminary of the truth -- Basil the
Great -- had risen in the East, being
consecrated Archbishop of Caesarea in 370.
Besides all of his other achievements, Saint
Athanasios wrote the life of Saint Anthony the
Great, with whom he spent time in his youth;
ordained Saint Frumentius first Bishop of
Ethiopia; and in his Paschal Encyclical for the
year 367 set forth the books of the Old and
New Testaments accepted by the Church as
canonical. Saint Gregory the Theologian, in his
"Oration On the Great Athanasios", said that
he was "Angelic in appearance, more angelic
in mind; ... rebuking with

the tenderness of a father, praising with the
dignity of a ruler ... Everything was
harmonious, as an air upon a single lyre, and
in the same key; his life, his teaching, his
struggles, his dangers, his return, and his
conduct after his return ... he treated so mildly
and gently those who had injured him, that
even they themselves, if I may say so, did not
find his restoration distasteful."

Saint Cyril was also from Alexandria, born
about the year 376. He was the nephew of
Theophilus, Patriarch of Alexandria, who also
instructed the Saint in his youth. Having first
spent much time with the monks in Nitria, he
later became the successor to his uncle's
throne in 412. In 429, when Cyril heard tidings
of the teachings of the new Patriarch of
Constantinople, Nestorius, he began
attempting through private letters to bring
Nestorius to renounce his heretical teaching
about the Incarnation. When the heresiarch
did not repent, Saint Cyril, together with Pope
Celestine of Rome, led the Orthodox
opposition to his error. Saint Cyril presided
over the Third Ecumenical Council of the 200
Holy Fathers in the year 431, who gathered in
Ephesus under Saint Theodosius the Younger.
At this Council, by his most wise words, he put
to shame and convicted the impious doctrine
of Nestorius, who, although he was in town,
refused to appear before Cyril. Saint Cyril,
besides overthrowing the error of Nestorius,
has left to the Church full commentaries on
the Gospels of Luke and John. Having
shepherded the Church of Christ for thirty-two
years, he reposed in 444.



January 19

Macarius the Great of Egypt

Saint Macarius the Great was from the
Thebaid of Egypt, a disciple, as some say, of
Saint Anthony the Great. He was born about
331 and struggled in asceticism in the desert
at Scete. Although young, he was called "the
child elder" because of his great wisdom and
austere manner of life. He was ordained
presbyter and reposed in 391, at the age of
sixty. There are fifty homilies ascribed to him.

It is said of Saint Macarius that he became as
a God upon earth, for even as God protects the
whole world, so did he cover the faults he saw
as if he did not see them. Once he came back
to his cell to find a thief taking his things and
loading them on a camel. Macarius' non-
possessiveness was so great that he helped
the thief load the camel. When the camel
refused to rise, Macarius returned to his cell
and brought a small hoe, said that the camel
wanted the hoe also, loaded it on, and kicked
the camel telling it to get up. The camel
obeyed Macarius' command, but soon lay
down again, and would not move until
everything had been returned to Macarius. His
contemporary, Saint Macarius of Alexandria,
was so called because he came from
Alexandria and was therefore of that Greek-
speaking colony; while Saint Macarius the
Great is also called "of Egypt," that is, he
belonged to the ancient race native to Egypt,
the Copts.

January 20

Righteous Euthymius the Great

This Saint, who was from Melitene in Armenia,
was the son of pious parents named Paul and
Dionysia. He was born about 377. Since his
mother had been barren, he was named
Euthymius-which means "good cheer" or "joy"-
for this is what his parents experienced at his
birth. He studied under Eutroius, the Bishop
of Melitene, by whom he was ordained and
entrusted with the care of the monasteries of
Melitene. Then, after he had come to Palestine
about the year 406, he became the leader of a
multitude of monks. Through him, a great
tribe of Arabs was turned to piety, when he
healed the ailing son of their leader
Aspebetos. Aspebetos was baptized with all
his people; he took the Christian name of
Peter, and was later consecrated Bishop for
his tribe, being called "Bishop of the Tents."
Saint Euthymius also fought against the
Nestorians, Eutychians, and Manichaeans.
When Eudocia, the widow of Saint Theodosius
the Younger, had made her dwelling in
Palestine, and had fallen into the heresy of the
Monophysites which was championed in
Palestine by a certain Theodosius, she sent
envoys to Saint Symeon the Stylite in Syria
(see Sept. 1), asking him his opinion of
Eutyches and the Council of Chalcedon which
had condemned him; Saint Symeon, praising
the holiness and Orthodoxy of Saint
Euthymius near whom she dwelt, sent her to
him to be delivered from her error (the holy
Empress Eudocia is commemorated Aug. 13).
He became the divine oracle of the Church, or
rather, "the vessel of divine utterance," as a
certain historian writes. He was the instructor
and elder of Saint Sabbas



the Sanctified. Having lived for ninety-six
years, he reposed in 473, on January 20.

January 21

Maximus the Confessor

The divine Maximus, who was from
Constantinople, sprang from an illustrious
family. He was a lover of wisdom and an
eminent theologian. At first, he was the chief
private secretary of the Emperor Heraclius
and his grandson Constans. When the
Monothelite heresy became predominant in
the royal court, out of hatred for this error the
Saint departed for the Monastery at
Chrysopolis (Scutari), of which he later
became the abbot. When Constans tried to
constrain him either to accept the Monothelite
teaching, or to stop speaking and writing
against it - neither of which the Saint accepted
to do - his tongue was uprooted and his right
hand was cut off, and he was sent into exile
where he reposed in 662. At the time only he
and his few disciples were Orthodox in the
East (See also August 13).

January 22

Timothy the Apostle of the 70

The Apostle Timothy, who was from Lystra of
Lycaonia, was born of a Greek (that is, pagan)
father and a Jewish mother. His mother's
name was Eunice, and his grandmother's
name was Lois (II Tim. 1:5). He became the
disciple of the Apostle Paul when the latter
first preached there, and he

followed St. Paul during the whole period of
the Apostle's preaching. Afterwards, Timothy
was consecrated by him as first Bishop of the
church in Ephesus. Under the supervision of
John the Evangelist, who governed all the
churches in Asia, he completed his life as a
martyr in the year 97. He was stoned to death
by the heathens, because, as some surmise, he
opposed the festival held in honor of Artemis
(Diana). The Apostle Paul's First and Second
Epistles to Timothy were written to him.

January 24

Xenia of St. Petersburg, Fool-for-Christ

Our righteous Mother Xenia of Petersburg was
born about the year 1730. She was married to
a Colonel named Andrew; when she was
twenty-six years old, her husband died
suddenly, having been drinking with his
friends. Left a childless widow, Xenia gave
away all that she had, and vanished from Saint
Petersburg for eight years; it is believed that
she spent this time in a hermitage, learning
the spiritual life. When she returned to Saint
Petersburg, she wore her husband's military
clothing, and would answer only to the name
Andrew, that is, the name of her late husband.
She took up the life of a homeless wanderer,
and was abused by many as insane; she bore
this with great patience, crucifying the carnal
mind through the mockery she endured, and
praying for her husband's soul. She was given
great gifts of prayer and prophecy, and often
foretold things to come; in 1796 she foretold
the death of Empress Catherine II. Having
lived forty-five years after



her husband's death, she reposed in peace at
the age of seventy-one, about the year 1800.
Her grave became such a source of miracles,
and so many came to take soil from it as a
blessing, that it was often necessary to replace
the soil; when a stone slab was placed over
her grave, this too disappeared over time,
piece by piece. Saint Xenia is especially
invoked for help in finding employment,
lodging, or a spouse.

Hymns of the Day

Tone 3 Troparion
(Resurrection)

Let the heavens rejoice!
Let the earth be glad!
For the Lord has shown
strength with His arm.
He has trampled down
death by death.

He has become the first born of the dead.
He has delivered us from the depths of hell,
and has granted to the world//
great mercy.

Tone 4 Troparion (Forefeast)

Prepare, O Bethlehem, for Eden has been
opened to all!
Adorn yourself, O Ephratha, for the Tree of
Life blossoms forth from the 
Virgin in the cave!
Her womb is a spiritual paradise planted with
the Divine Fruit;
if we eat of it, we shall live forever and not die
like Adam.//
Christ comes to restore the image which

He made in the beginning.

Tone 2 Troparion (Holy Fathers)

Great are the accomplishments of faith,
for the three Holy Youths rejoice in the
fountain of flames as though 
in the waters of rest;
and the Prophet Daniel appeared
a shepherd to the lions as though they were
sheep.//
So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our
souls!

Tone 1 Kontakion (Fathers)

Rejoice, O Bethlehem! Prepare yourself, O
Ephratha!
The Lamb is on her way to give birth to the
Chief Shepherd she carries in 
her womb.
The God-bearing Forefathers will rejoice,
beholding Him,
and with the shepherds, they will glorify the
Virgin nursing Him.

Tone 3 Kontakion (Forefeast)

Today the Virgin comes to the cave
to give birth to the Eternal Word.
Hear the glad tidings and rejoice, O universe!
Glorify with the angels and the shepherds
the Eternal God, Who is willing to appear as a
little child!

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him
in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)
The righteous shall be in everlasting
remembrance. He shall not fear evil 
tidings.



Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Gospel Reading

Prokeimenon. 4th Tone. Daniel 3.26,27. 
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our

fathers. 
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to
the Colossians 1:12-18.

Brethren, we give thanks to the Father who
has qualified us to share in the inheritance of
the saints in light. He has delivered us from
the dominion of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
He is the image of the invisible God, the first-
born of all creation; for in him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or authorities - all things were
created through him and for him. He is before
all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is
the beginning, the first-born from the dead,
that in everything he might be preeminent.

The Reading is from Luke 18:18-27

At that time, a ruler came to Jesus

Wisdom of the Fathers

Having met the Savior, therefore, the lepers
earnestly besought Him to free them from
their misery, and called Him Master, that is.
Teacher. No one pitied them when suffering
this malady, but He Who had appeared on
earth for this very reason, and had become
man that He might show pity to all, He was
moved with compassion for them, and had
mercy on them.

St. Cyril of Alexandria

Commentary on the Gospel of St. Luke, Homilies

and asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to him,
"Why do you call me good? No one is good but
God alone. You know the commandments: 'Do
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal,
Do not bear false witness, Honor your father
and mother.' " And he said, "All these I have
observed from my youth." And when Jesus
heard it, he said to him, "One thing you still
lack. Sell all that you have and distribute it to
the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me." But when he
heard this he became sad, for he was very
rich. Jesus looking at him said, "How hard it is
for those who have riches to enter the
kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who
heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But
he said, "What is impossible with men is
possible with God."



113-116. B#42, pp. 465-466, 4th Century

And why did He not rather say, I will, be you
cleansed; as He did in the case of another
leper, but commanded them rather to show
themselves to the priests? It was because the
law gave directions to this effect to those who
were delivered from leprosy (Lev. 14-2); for it
commanded them to show themselves to the
priests, and to offer a sacrifice for their
cleansing.

St. Cyril of Alexandria

Commentary on the Gospel of St. Luke, Homilies
113-116. B#42, pp. 465-466, 4th Century

Beyond the Sermon

Unveiling the Scriptures
– The Role of the
Fathers

We conclude this series
by examining the role of
the Fathers in Christian
Scriptural interpretation
and by offering a
threefold summary of

our study.

The Role of the Fathers

The Church Fathers were a varied lot.  They
lived in a number of different centuries, had
very different personalities and gifts, spoke
different languages, and wrote to answer
different questions, in different contexts. 

There is, in fact, a tremendous diversity
among them, including a diversity of Biblical
exegesis.  We recall, for example, that Saints
Jerome and Augustine conducted a very public
and spirited debate about the meaning of the
conflict between Peter and Paul in Galatians
2.  The Fathers also differed among
themselves about such things as whether or
not all would be saved, with Saint Gregory of
Nyssa offering what was distinctly a minority
report—one which the Church at large would
later come to quietly set aside.  With all this
patristic diversity, we may ask, where does
their authority reside?
   
We answer:  in their core consensus.  The
diversity among them makes the underlying
unity shine all the more brilliantly, in the same
way as the tremendous liturgical diversity of
the church at that time make their underlying
unity of faith all the more impressive.  The
Fathers are not authoritative guides because
each one had a kind of hotline to God which
guaranteed the truth of their writings—for
how then could we explain their sometimes
spirited disagreements?  They are
authoritative because their underlying core
unity witnesses to the apostolic faith diffused
throughout the world.  
   
The Fathers share this core unity, sometimes
called “the rule of faith”, because they
received it from the apostles.  Saint Irenaeus
is crystal clear about that.  In the Creed we
confess belief not in “one, holy, catholic,
and patristic church”, but in “one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic church”.  The Fathers
are authoritative because their consensus
witnesses to the faith they



received from the apostles.  The Fathers are
the conduit for the apostles’ authority, not the
source of that authority itself.

So, how may we summarize how the Fathers
read the Scriptures and how we should read
the Scriptures after them?  I suggest three
main ways:  that we read the Scriptures on
our knees, before the Cross, and over
shoulders of the Fathers.

1. We read the Scriptures on our knees.  
The Scriptures must be read as the
authoritative Word of God.  Though
they are culturally-expressed (as is
everything, both then and now), they
are not culturally-conditioned.  In other
words, their message, when we finally
have learned it using the many tools of
authentic scholarship, is eternally
binding on the Church.  Bluntly put, we
do not have the freedom to junk what
the Scriptures say because we now find
that it clashes with our contemporary
secular culture.  Those who would set
aside Saint Paul and his counsel
regarding gender and sexuality (to
choose but one example) arguing that
“he was a man of his time” rarely stop
to reflect that they are also people
of their time — and perhaps people
insufficiently critical of the times in
which they live.  The message of the
Scriptures, though expressed through
the medium of Second Temple
exegesis, is still the timeless Word of
God.  As such it constitutes the norm
through which we judge the teachings
of all other ages, including our own.

3. We read the Scriptures before the
Cross.  The whole Bible is about Jesus,
including the Old Testament.  This
means that we read the Old Testament
commandments about requiring
circumcision, observing the Sabbath,
keeping the food laws, building the
Tabernacle and Temple, and observing
a festal calendar as provisions for one
stage of the nation’s journey to Jesus,
not as eternally abiding
commandments.  If the goal of the Old
Testament were a glorified Jewish
nation, it would make sense to read
these commandments as eternally
binding.  But the goal of the Old
Testament was not a glorified nation,
but a glorified Messiah.  The
commandments of the Old Testament
may be read with spiritual profit,
provided they are read for what it tells
us about Jesus, or as containing a moral
message for us today (i.e. with the tools
of allegory).

4. We read the Scriptures over the
shoulders of the Fathers.  The New
Testament Scriptures, being the work
of the apostolic Church, must be
read within the apostolic Church.  This
applies also to the Old Testament, for
Christ gave to His Church the key to
understanding the Old Testament
Scriptures as well.  The apostles
assumed that their audience had as
their context the liturgical experience
of the Church and its public preaching. 
Wrenching the Scriptures from this
ecclesiastical context (as the Gnostics
did) is certain to produce a variant and
incorrect interpretation.  That



5. was Tertullian’s point in his little
work The Prescription against
Heretics.  The point perhaps has
continued relevance in the ecumenical
setting of today.  The consensus of the
Fathers and their approach to the
Scriptures form the paradigm for our
use of the Scriptures today.

I began this address with the suggestion that
the Scriptures could stand some unveiling,
since many people today view the Bible simply
as a magical book dictated by God—hard to
understand, and so best left to one side
unopened in a drawer.  It is not a magical
book; it is something better.  It is Christ’s book
—and therefore belongs to us, as His Body.  It
underwent a long process of development, as
it grew both in size and significance before it
became the volume we have today.  Since it is
God’s gift to us, we must receive it with
reverence and gratitude and place it in our
hearts with love.  

We need to do this now more than ever. 
Christendom has fallen, and the world grows
ever darker and more dangerous.  The
contents of the Bible remain mostly unread
and unknown in our culture and in the world
where we live, which perhaps accounts for the
darkness and the danger.  When Christ
opened the Scriptures to His disciples on the
road to Emmaus, their hearts burned within
them.  May the Spirit of Christ open the
unveiled Scriptures to us as well and make
our own hearts burn.  The world is dark and
cold, and desperately needs the light and
warmth that this fire provides.

 

Reflections in Christ

by Fr. Lawrence Farley
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