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Bulletin for Sunday, November 22, 2020

Welcome

Jesus Christ taught us to
love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand that, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37). Every

time we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, it is
offered "on behalf of all, and for all." As
Orthodox Christians we stand against

racism and bigotry. All human beings share
one common identity as children of
God. "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Weekly Services
During this COVID era, services dates and
times are subject to change. Please read the
schedule provided withing the bulletin itself
for the dates and times of services, and
whether they will be held "in person" or
streamed via Zoom.

http://www.stalexischurch.org
mailto:stalexis@dneoca.org
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.org
mailto:dntimothy@stalexischurch.org
http://stalexischurch.org/schedule.html


Members of our Parish Council are:
Joseph Barbera - Council Member at Large
Dori Kuziak - Council Secretary
Natalie Kucharski - Council Treasurer
Glenn PenkoffLidbeck - Council President
Kyle Hollis - Member at Large
Roderick Seurattan - Council Vice President

Pastoral Care - General Information
Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any
time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 866-5802,
when a family member is admitted to the
hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of
Unction is available in Church, the hospital, or
your home, for anyone who is sick and
suffering, however severe. 
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See
Father before booking dates and reception
halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for
details. The Church opposes cremation; we
cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

Annual Meeting

Please remember that our Annual Meeting will
be held this Sunday via Zoom. The Zoom
invitation was sent out previously, as was the
link to the shared folder where all the reports
may be found. Several of them are duplicated
in various formats for ease of reading.

St. Tikhon’s Seminary Choir comes to
Connecticut for a special Sacred Music

Concert!

While the difficulties of Covid19 may be a
temptation to do away with Christmas cheer,
we will still be holding our annual St. Tikhon’s
Seminary Concert. Obviously, we will not have
the concert in our church but instead, we will
use a live stream format. The singers will
perform before our eyes with live interaction
from our hosts. This year’s concert will be
performed online on Sunday, December 6th,
at 7 PM.  As you may recall, there has never
been a set fee for the concert but we usually
pass a basket for a freewill offering. Since this
too will not be possible, we are reaching out
asking for donations to support the needs of
St. Tikhon’s Seminary. Your donation will go
far to help the future priests in our country
and to care for their families who have made
great sacrifices to follow Christ’s call to
priestly formation.  I thank you in advance for
your support of theological education and for
helping the world wide church in helping to
train priests to continue the mission of
Christ’s Holy Church. Please see the Flyer
posted on your Church Bulletin Board for more
information.  You may also call Fr. Patrick
Burns at 203-734-3988.
Please be sure to join in on the concert at
Online at YOUTUBE.STOTS.EDU &
FACEBOOK.COM/SAINTTIKHONS



Prayers, Intercessions and
Commemorations

Archbishop David,
Archpriest Michael,
Archpriest
Dennis, Deacon
Timothy, Evelyn,
Katheryn,
Anne, Veronica, Richard,
Nancy, Susann, Carol,
Luke, Aaron, Alexander,
Gail, Vincent, Nina,
Ellen, Maureen
Elizabeth, Christopher,
Joshua, Jennifer Petra,

Olivia, Jessica , Sean, Sarah, Justin, Arnold,
Michael, Kirk, Carol-Anne, Anthony,
Natasha, Janice, Gene, John

Memory Eternal! for His Beatitude,
Metropolitan Theodosious

Many Years! To Alex Martins, Dori Catherine
Kuziak and Kathryn Brukbaker on the occasion
of their Name's Days; and to Liberty and Rick
Page on the occasion of their anniversary.

___

Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,
nursing homes, and their own homes
due to illness; for all those who serve in
the armed forces; widows, orphans,
prisoners, victims of violence, and
refugees;
All those suffering chronic illness,
financial hardship, loneliness,
addictions, abuse, abandonment and
despair; those who are homeless,

those who are institutionalize, those
who have no one to pray for them;
All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all
those considering monastic life; all
Orthodox missionaries and their
families.
All those who have perished due to
hatred and intolerance and all those
departed this life in the hope of the
Resurrection.

___

Today we commemorate:

Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple.
Apostles of the Seventy Philemon and
Archippus, Martyr Apphia, wife of Philemon
and Equal-to-the-Apostles, and Onesimus,
disciple of St. Paul (1st c.). Martyrdom of St.
Michael, Prince of Tver’ (1318). Rt. Blv.
Yaropolk, in Baptism Peter, Prince of Vladimir
in Volyn’ (1086). Virgin Martyr Cecilia and the
Holy Martyrs Valerian, Tiburtius and Maximus
at Rome (ca. 230). Martyr Procopius the
Reader, at Cæsarea in Palestine (303). Martyr
Menignus at Parium (250). St. Agabbas of
Syria (5th c.). Righteous Michael the Soldier,
of Bulgaria (866). Ven. Callistus Xanthopoulos
(Mt. Athos—1363). 

 

Parish Calendar

Services and Events

November 22 to November 30, 2020

Sunday, November 22  



9th Sunday of Luke
9:30AM Divine Liturgy
12:00PM Annual Meeting

Monday, November 23
A. Martins - N
Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium

Tuesday, November 24
Our Holy Father Clement, Pope of Rome
8:30AM Daily Matins
6:30PM Akathist to St Catherine

Wednesday, November 25
Catherine the Great Martyr of Alexandria
6:30PM Akathist Glory to God for All Things

Thursday, November 26
Alypius the Stylite of Adrianopolis
Christine Boyd - B

Friday, November 27
James the Great Martyr of Persia
Page - A

Saturday, November 28
Stephen the New
Daria Krawchuk - B
5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, November 29
13th Sunday of Luke
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, November 30
A Boyd - N
Ezekiel Joseph Watson
Andrew the First- Called Apostle

Saints and Feasts

November 22

Archippus the Apostle, Philemon the
Apostle & his wife, Apphia, Onesimos the
Disciple of Paul

Philemon, who was from Colossae, a city of
Phrygia, was a man both wealthy and noble;
Apphia was his wife. Archippus became Bishop
of the Church in Colossae. All three were
disciples of the Apostle Paul. Onesimus, who
was formerly an unbeliever and slave of
Philemon, stole certain of his vessels and fled
to Rome. However, on finding him there, the
Apostle Paul guided him onto the path of
virtue and the knowledge of the truth, and
sent him back to his master Philemon, to
whom he wrote an epistle (this is one of the
fourteen epistles of Saint Paul). In this epistle,
Paul commended Onesimus to his master and
reconciled the two. Onesimus was later made
a bishop; in Greece he is honoured as the
patron Saint of the imprisoned. All these
Saints received their end by martyrdom, when
they were stoned to death by the idolaters.
Saint Onesimus is also commemorated on
February 15.

November 24

Our Holy Father Clement, Pope of Rome

Saint Clement was instructed in the Faith of
Christ by the Apostle Peter. He became Bishop
of Rome in the year 91, the third



after the death of the Apostles. He died as a
martyr about the year 100 during the reign of
Trajan.

November 25

Catherine the Great Martyr of Alexandria

Saint Catherine, who was from Alexandria,
was the daughter of Constas (or Cestus). She
was an exceedingly beautiful maiden, most
chaste, and illustrious in wealth, lineage, and
learning. By her steadfast understanding, she
utterly vanquished the passionate and
unbridled soul of Maximinus, the tyrant of
Alexandria; and by her eloquence, she stopped
the mouths of the so-called philosophers who
had been gathered to dispute with her. She
was crowned with the crown of martyrdom in
the year 305. Her holy relics were taken by
Angels to the holy mountain of Sinai, where
they were discovered many years later; the
famous monastery of Saint Catherine was
originally dedicated to the Holy
Transfiguration of the Lord and the Burning
Bush, but later was dedicated to Saint
Catherine. According to the ancient usage,
Saints Catherine and Mercurius were
celebrated on the 24th of this month, whereas
the holy Hieromartyrs Clement of Rome and
Peter of Alexandria were celebrated on the
25th. The dates of the feasts of these Saints
were interchanged at the request of the
Church and Monastery of Mount Sinai, so that
the festival of Saint Catherine, their patron,
might be celebrated more festively together
with the Apodosis of the Feast of the Entry of
the Theotokos.

The Slavic Churches, however, commemorate
these Saints on their original dates.

November 25

Mercurius the Great Martyr of Caesarea
in Cappadocia

Saint Mercurius came from Cappadocia, and
was the son of Gordian, a Scythian. A young
man, and a soldier of high rank, he refused to
offer sacrifice to the idols, and after torments
was beheaded during the reign of Valerian
(253-260).

November 26

Nicon

Saint Nicon, the son of a certain noble, was
from Armenia. Forsaking his parents and
homeland, he passed throughout the parts of
the East, crying to all men, "Repent ye,"
because of which he received this name.
Finally, he came to Lacedaemonia of the
Peloponnesus, where he built a church in
honour of Christ our Saviour. After having
dwelt there many years in solitude, and having
converted many from paganism, he departed
to the Lord about the end of the ninth
century.

November 27

James the Great Martyr of Persia

This Saint was from the city of Bythlaba



and was of noble birth; he was the closest and
most honoured friend of Isdiger (or
Yazdegerd) I, King of Persia (reigned 399-
420). Though a Christian from his youth, James
renounced Christ because he was allured by
the King's friendship and flatteries. When his
mother and his wife learned of this, they
declared to him by letter that they would have
nothing more to do with him, since he had
preferred a glory that is temporal to the love
of Christ. Wounded in soul by these words and
coming to himself, the Saint wept over his
error, and repudiated the worship of the idols.
Therefore, becoming exceedingly wroth, the
King - this was Bahram (or Varahran) V
(reigned 421-438), Isdiger's son and successor
- condemned him to a most bitter death, the
likes of which not even a brute beast was ever
condemned to: that is, his body was
dismembered at every joint of his arms and
legs. And so, when he had been cut asunder
limb by limb to his very hips and shoulders,
the courageous Martyr was finally beheaded,
in the year 421.

Hymns of the Day

Tone 7 Troparion
(Resurrection)

By Your Cross You
destroyed death.
To the thief You opened
Paradise.
For the Myrrhbearers
You changed weeping

into joy.
And You commanded Your disciples, O Christ
God,

to proclaim that You are risen,//
granting the world great mercy.

Tone 4 Troparion (Feast)

Today is the prelude of the good will of God,
of the preaching of the salvation of mankind.
The Virgin appears in the Temple of God,
in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all.
Let us rejoice and sing to her:
“Rejoice, O Fulfillment//
of the Creator’s dispensation!“

Tone 3 Troparion (Apostles)

Holy Apostles Philemon, Archipus, Apphia, and
Onesimus,
entreat the ^merciful God//
to grant our souls forgiveness of
transgressions!

Tone 7 Kontakion (Resurrection)

The dominion of death can no longer hold men
captive,
for Christ descended, shattering and
destroying its powers.
Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and
cry:
“The Savior has come to those in faith;//
enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit,

Tone 2 Kontakion (Apostles)

Let us praise the Apostles of Christ,
who illumine the ends of the earth like all-
radiant stars:
glorious Philemon and dedicated Archippus,



Onesimus, together with Mark and Apollos,
and the all-wise Apphia.
Let us cry to them://
“Unceasingly pray for us all!”

now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Tone 4 Kontakion (Feast)

The most pure Temple of the Savior;
the precious Chamber and Virgin;
the sacred Treasure of the glory of God,
is presented today to the house of the Lord.
She brings with her the grace of the Spirit,
therefore, the angels of God praise her://
“Truly this woman is the abode of Heaven!”

Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. 7th Tone. Psalm 28.11,1. 
The Lord will give strength to his people. 

Verse: Bring to the Lord, O sons of God, bring
to the Lord honor and glory.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to
the Ephesians 2:14-22.

Brethren, Christ is our peace, who has made
us both one, and has broken down the dividing
wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the
law of commandments and ordinances, that he
might create in himself one new man in place
of the two, so making peace, and might
reconcile us both to God in one body through
the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an
end. And he came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were
near;

Gospel Reading

for through him we both have access in one
Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer
strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a
holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are
built into it for a dwelling place of God in the
Spirit.

9th Sunday of Luke 
The Reading is from Luke 12:16-21

The Lord said this parable: "The land of a rich
man brought forth plentifully; and he thought
to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere
to store my crops?' And he said, 'I will do this:
I will pull down my barns, and build larger
ones; and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. And I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you
have ample goods laid up for many years; take
your ease, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said
to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required
of you; and the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?' So is he who lays up
treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God." As he said these things, he cried out:
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."



Wisdom of the Fathers

Do not lose courage in face of the present
evils. He, Who gave His Only-Begotten, that
He might save you and deliver you from hell,
what will He spare—from this point on—for
your salvation? Therefore, you ought to hope
for all things kind. For neither should we fear,
if we were going to a Judge, Who was about to
judge us; and Who had shown so much love for
us, as to have sacrificed His Son. Let us hope,
therefore, for kind and great things; for we
have received the principal thing [God’s
promise of salvation].

~ St. John Chrysostom

Mitrakos, Thomas N.. Wisdom of the Divine
Philosophers: Volume Two . Orthodox Calendar
Company. Kindle Edition.

Beyond the Sermon

Saint Gregory
Palamas,
Archbishop of
Thessalonica

Sermon on the Entry
of the Mother of
God into the Temple

If a tree is known by its fruit, and a good tree
bears good fruit (Mt. 7:17; Lk. 6:44), then is
not the Mother of Goodness Itself, She who
bore the Eternal Beauty, incomparably more
excellent than every good, whether in this
world or the world above? Therefore, the
coeternal and identical Image of goodness,
Preeternal, transcending all being, He Who is
the preexisting and good Word of the Father,
moved by His unutterable love for mankind
and compassion for us, put on our image, that
He might reclaim for Himself our nature which
had been dragged down to uttermost Hades,
so as to renew this corrupted nature and raise
it to the heights of Heaven. For this purpose,
He had to assume a flesh that was both new
and ours, that He might refashion us from out
of ourselves. Now He finds a Handmaiden
perfectly suited to these needs, the supplier of
Her own unsullied nature, the Ever-Virgin now
hymned by us, and Whose miraculous
Entrance into the Temple, into



the Holy of Holies, we now celebrate. God
predestined Her before the ages for the
salvation and reclaiming of our kind. She was
chosen, not just from the crowd, but from the
ranks of the chosen of all ages, renowned for
piety and understanding, and for their God-
pleasing words and deeds.

In the beginning, there was one who rose up
against us: the author of evil, the serpent, who
dragged us into the abyss. Many reasons
impelled him to rise up against us, and there
are many ways by which he enslaved our
nature: envy, rivalry, hatred, injustice,
treachery, slyness, etc. In addition to all
this,he also has within him the power of
bringing death, which he himself engendered,
being the first to fall away from true life.

The author of evil was jealous of Adam, when
he saw him being led from earth to Heaven,
from which he was justly cast down. Filled
with envy, he pounced upon Adam with a
terrible ferocity, and even wished to clothe
him with the garb of death.Envy is not only
the begetter of hatred, but also of murder,
which this truly man-hating serpent brought
about in us. For he wanted to be master over
the earth-born for the ruin of that which was
created in the image and likeness of God.
Since he was not bold enough to make a face
to face attack, he resorted to cunning and
deceit. This truly terrible and malicious plotter
pretended to be a friend and useful adviser by
assuming the physical form of a serpent, and
stealthily took their position. By his God-
opposing advice,he instills in man his own
death-bearing power, like a venomous poison.

If Adam had been sufficiently strong to keep
the divine commandment, then he would have
shown himself the vanquisher of his enemy,
and withstood his deathly attack. But since he
voluntarily gave in to sin, he was defeated and
was made a sinner. Since he is the root of our
race, he has produced us as death-bearing
shoots. So, it was necessary for us, if he were
to fight back against his defeat and to claim
victory, to rid himself of the death-bearing
venomous poison in his soul and body, and to
absorb life, eternal and indestructible life. 

It was necessary for us to have a new root for
our race, a new Adam, not just one Who would
be sinless and invincible, but one Who also
would be able to forgive sins and set free from
punishment those subject to it. And not only
would He have life in Himself, but also the
capacity to restore to life, so that He could
grant to those who cleave to Him and are
related to Him by race both life and the
forgiveness of their sins, restoring to life not
only those who came after Him, but also those
who already had died before Him. Therefore,
St. Paul, that great trumpet of the Holy Spirit,
exclaims, ““the first man Adam was made a
living soul, the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit”” (1 Cor. 15:45).

Except for God, there is no one who is without
sin, or life-creating, or able to remit sin.
Therefore, the new Adam must be not only
Man, but also God. He is at the same time life,
wisdom, truth, love, and mercy, and every
other good thing, so that He might renew the
old Adam and restore him to life through
mercy, wisdom and righteousness. These are
the opposites



of the things which the author of evil used to
bring about our aging and death.

As the slayer of mankind raised himself
against us with envy and hatred, so the Source
of life was lifted up [on the Cross] because of
His immeasurable goodness and love for
mankind. He intensely desired the salvation of
His creature, i.e., that His creature would be
restored by Himself. In contrast to this, the
author of evil wanted to bring God’s creature
to ruin, and thereby put mankind under his
own power, and tyrannically to afflict us. And
just as he achieved the conquest and the fall
of mankind by means of injustice and cunning,
by deceit and his trickery, so has the
Liberator brought about the defeat of the
author of evil, and the restoration of His own
creature with truth, justice and wisdom.

It was a deed of perfect justice that our
nature, which was voluntarily enslaved and
struck down, should again enter the struggle
for victory and cast off its voluntary
enslavement. Therefore, God deigned to
receive our nature from us, hypostatically
uniting with it in a marvellous way. But it was
impossible to unite that Most High
Nature,Whose purity is incomprehensible for
human reason, to a sinful nature before it had
been purified. Therefore, for the conception
and birth of the Bestower of purity, a perfectly
spotless and Most Pure Virgin was required.

Today we celebrate the memory of those
things that contributed, if only once, to the
Incarnation. He Who is God by nature, the Co-
unoriginate and Coeternal Word and Son of
the Transcendent Father, becomes

the Son of Man, the Son of the Ever-Virgin.
““Jesus Christ the same yesterday and today,
and forever”” (Heb. 13:8), immutable in His
divinity and blameless in His humanity, He
alone, as the Prophet Isaiah prophesied,
““practiced no iniquity, nor deceit with His
lips”” (Is. 53: 9). He alone was not brought
forth in iniquity, nor was He conceived in sin,
in contrast to what the Prophet David says
concerning himself and every other man (Ps.
50/51: 5). Even in what He assumes, He is
perfectly pure and has no need to be cleansed
Himself. But for our sake, He accepted
purification, suffering, death and resurrection,
that He might transmit them to us.

God is born of the spotless and Holy Virgin, or
better to say, of the Most Pure and All-
Holy Virgin. She is above every fleshly
defilement, and even above every impure
thought. Her conceiving resulted not from
fleshly lust, but by the overshadowing of the
Most Holy Spirit. Such desire being utterly
alien to Her, it is through prayer and spiritual
readiness that She declared to the angel:
““Behold the handmaiden of the Lord; be it
unto Me according to thy word”” (Lk. 1:38),
and that She conceived and gave birth. So, in
order to render the Virgin worthy of this
sublime purpose, God marked this ever-virgin
Daughter now praised by us, from before the
ages, and from eternity, choosing Her from
out of His elect.

Turn your attention then, to where this choice
began. From the sons of Adam God chose the
wondrous Seth, who showed himself a living
heaven through his becoming behavior, and
through the beauty of his virtues. That is why
he was chosen,



and from whom the Virgin would blossom as
the divinely fitting chariot of God. She was
needed to give birth and to summon the earth-
born to heavenly sonship. For this reason also
all the lineage of Seth were called ““sons of
God,”” because from this lineage a son of man
would be born the Son of God. The name Seth
signifies a rising or resurrection, or more
specifically, it signifies the Lord, Who
promises and gives immortal life to all who
believe in Him. 

And how precisely exact is this parallel! Seth
was born of Eve, as she herself said, in place
of Abel, whom Cain killed through jealousy
(Gen. 4:25); and Christ, the Son of the Virgin,
was born for us in place of Adam, whom the
author of evil also killed through jealousy. But
Seth did not resurrect Abel, since he was only
a foretype of the resurrection. But our Lord
Jesus Christ resurrected Adam, since He is the
very Life and the Resurrection of the earth-
born, for whose sake the descendents of Seth
are granted divine adoption through hope, and
are called the children of God. It was because
of this hope that they were called sons of God,
as is evident from the one who was first called
so, the successor in the choice.This was Enos,
the son of Seth, who as Moses wrote, first
hoped to call on the Name of the Lord (Gen.
4:26).

In this manner, the choice of the future
Mother of God, beginning with the very sons
of Adam and proceeding through all the
generations of time, through the Providence of
God, passes to the Prophet-king David and the
successors of his kingdom and lineage. When
the chosen time had come, then from the
house

and posterity of David, Joachim and Anna are
chosen by God. Though they were childless,
they were by their virtuous life and good
disposition the finest of all those descended
from the line of David.And when in prayer
they besought God to deliver them from their
childlessness, and promised to dedicate their
child to God from its infancy. By God Himself,
the Mother of God was proclaimed and given
to them as a child, so that from such virtuous
parents the all-virtuous child would be
raised.So in this manner, chastity joined with
prayer came to fruition by producing the
Mother of virginity, giving birth in the flesh to
Him Who was born of God the Father before
the ages. 

Now, when Righteous Joachim and Anna saw
that they had been granted their wish, and
that the divine promise to them was realized
in fact, then they on their part, as true lovers
of God, hastened to fulfill their vow given to
God as soon as the child had been weaned
from milk. They have now led this truly
sanctified child of God, now the Mother of
God, this Virgin into the Temple of God. And
She, being filled with Divine gifts even at such
a tender age, ... She, rather than others,
determined what was being done over Her. In
Her manner She showed that She was not so
much presented into the Temple, but that She
Herself entered into the service of God of her
own accord, as if she had wings, striving
towards this sacred and divine love. She
considered it desirable and fitting that she
should enter into the Temple and dwell in the
Holy of Holies. 

Therefore, the High Priest, seeing that this



child, more than anyone else, had divine grace
within Her, wished to set Her within the Holy
of Holies. He convinced everyone present to
welcome this, since God had advanced it and
approved it. Through His angel, God assisted
the Virgin and sent Her mystical food, with
which She was strengthened in nature, while
in body She was brought to maturity and was
made purer and more exalted than the angels,
having the Heavenly spirits as servants. She
was led into the Holy of Holies not just once,
but was accepted by God to dwell there with
Him during Her youth, so that through Her,
the Heavenly Abodes might be opened and
given for an eternal habitation to those who
believe in Her miraculous birthgiving.

So it is, and this is why She, from the
beginning of time, was chosen from among
the chosen. She Who is manifest as the Holy of
Holies, Who has a body even purer than the
spirits purified by virtue, is capable of
receiving ... the Hypostatic Word of the
Unoriginate Father.Today the Ever-Virgin
Mary, like a Treasure of God, is stored in the
Holy of Holies, so that in due time, (as it later
came to pass) She would serve for the
enrichment of, and an ornament for, all the
world. Therefore, Christ God also glorifies His
Mother, both before birth, and also after birth.

We who understand the salvation begun for
our sake through the Most Holy Virgin, give
Her thanks and praise according to our ability.
And truly, if the grateful woman (of whom the
Gospel tells us), after hearing the saving
words of the Lord, blessed and thanked His
Mother, raising her voice above

the din of the crowd and saying to Christ,
““Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and the
paps Thou hast sucked”” (Lk. 11:27), then we
who have the words of eternal life written out
for us, and not only the words, but also the
miracles and the Passion, and the raising of
our nature from death, and its ascent from
earth to Heaven, and the promise of immortal
life and unfailing salvation, then how shall we
not unceasingly hymn and bless the Mother of
the Author of our Salvation and the Giver of
Life, celebrating Her conception and birth,
and now Her Entry into the Holy of Holies?

Now, brethren, let us remove ourselves from
earthly to celestial things. Let us change our
path from the flesh to the spirit. Let us change
our desire from temporal things to those that
endure. Let us scorn fleshly delights, which
serve as allurements for the soul and soon
pass away. Let us desire spiritual gifts, which
remain undiminished. Let us turn our reason
and our attention from earthly concerns and
raise them to the inaccessible places of
Heaven, to the Holy of Holies, where the
Mother of God now resides. 

Therefore, in such manner our songs and
prayers to Her will gain entry, and thus
through her mediation, we shall be heirs of the
everlasting blessings to come, through the
grace and love for mankind of Him Who was
born of Her for our sake, our Lord Jesus
Christ, to Whom be glory, honor and worship,
together with His Unoriginate Father and His
Coeternal and Life-Creating Spirit, now and
ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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