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Bulletin for Sunday, September 22, 2019

Welcome

Jesus Christ taught us to

love and serve all

people, regardless of

their ethnicity or

nationality. To

understand that, we

need to look no further

than to the Parable of

the Good Samaritan

(Luke 10:25-37). Every

time we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, it is

offered "on behalf of all, and for all." As

Orthodox Christians we stand against racism

and bigotry. All human beings share one

common identity as children of God. "There is

neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor

female, for you are all

one in Christ Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Weekly Services

Tuesdays at 8:30a - Daily Matins

Wednesdays at 6:00p - General Confession;

First Wed of the Month

(The Church is open at 4:30p for "Open Doors"

- during fasting seasons or by appointment).

Thursday at 8:30a - Daily Matins

Saturday at 5:30p - Great Vespers

Sunday at 9:30a - Divine Liturgy

Members of our Parish Council are:

Deacon Timothy Skuby - Attached

Greg Jankura - Council President

Michael Kuziak - Council Vice President 

Natalie Kucharski - Council Treasurer

Glenn PenkoffLidbeck - Council Secretary

Kyle Hollis - Member at Large

Roderick Seurattan - Member at Large

http://www.stalexischurch.org
mailto:stalexis@dneoca.org
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.org
http://stalexischurch.org/schedule.html


Pastoral Care - General Information

Emergency Sick Calls can be made at any

time. Please call Fr Steven at (860) 866-5802,

when a family member is admitted to the

hospital.

Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament of

Unction is available in Church, the hospital, or

your home, for anyone who is sick and

suffering, however severe. 

Marriages and Baptisms require early

planning, scheduling and selections of

sponsors (crown bearers or godparents). See

Father before booking dates and reception

halls!

Funerals are celebrated for practicing

Orthodox Christians. Please see Father for

details. The Church opposes cremation; we

cannot celebrate funerals for cremations.

Announcements

Thank you to everyone who helped with the

preparation, work during, and clean up of

the Tag Sale. Everyone's help is most

appreciated. Particular thanks, once again,

to Stasia PenkoffLedbeck for her tireless

coordination of the Sale.

___

Please mark your calendars: Saturday the

28th will be our parish picnic. The Kuziak’s

have offered to host once again. Vespers

will be held during the picnic at the Kuziak's.

___

As we will be hosting the Diocean Assembly

this coming October 24th and 25th, you

have a unique privilege of attending the

meeting. Metropolitan Tikhon will be

presiding (this will be the first time that

His Beatitude will be at St Alexis). If you

would like to attend any of the scheduled

meetings, please talk with me about signing

up as an observer. I have the necessary

form to be filled out.

___

LYRA Concert

https://stalexischurch.ticketleap.com/

LYRA, an a cappella group or professional

singers from St. Petersburg, Russia, The first

part of the concert - sacred music of Russian

Orthodox church, includes ancient songs to

works of famous masters and little-known but

remarkable Russian composers of 18th - 20th

centuries. The second part of their program is

made up of Russian folk songs: comic,

lyric, dancing, and love songs. The duration of

the concert is 60 - 70 minutes.As part of its

25th Anniversary celebration, St. Alexis

Church of Clinton, Connecticut, is proud to

host this cultural event for the town of Clinton.

 We're very excited to welcome these

professional musicians and singers for their

only Connecticut performance during their

current six-week East Coast tour. 

Ticket prices are $15 General

Admission; $10 Student (w/ID).  Children

12 and younger are free.  A Special Rate for

student groups is available ($5 each, (balcony

seats). Tickets available online or at the door.

ANDREWS MEMORIAL TOWN HALL

AUDITORIUM 54 E Main St, Clinton, CT

06413 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 2019 4:00

PM — 5:30 PM

https://stalexischurch.ticketleap.com/

x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
https://stalexischurch.ticketleap.com/
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x-apple-data-detectors://1
https://stalexischurch.ticketleap.com/


___

The link for last week's sermon on the

Sunday of the Sunday after the Cross is 

https://stalexischurch.org/files/sermons/13th-

Sunday.mp3

Prayers, Intercessions and
Commemorations

William, Sophia, Robert,

Ann, Evelyn, Nina, John,

Alex, Vincent, James,

Luke, Aaron, Kathryn,

Veronica, Richard,

Darlyne, Irene, Nancy,

Susanne

All of our College

Students: Alex, Sam,

Nadia, Isaac, Jack and

Matthew.

___

Many years! to Phyllis Sturtevant on the

occasion of her birthday.

Memory Eternal +Archbishop Nikon

___

Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,

nursing homes, and their own homes due to

illness; for all those who serve in the armed

forces; widows, orphans, prisoners, victims of

violence, and refugees;

All those suffering chronic illness, financial

hardship, loneliness, addictions, abuse,

abandonment and despair; those who are

homeless, those who are institutionalize, those

who have no one to pray for them;

All Orthodox seminarians & families; all

Orthodox monks and nuns, and all those

considering monastic life; all Orthodox

missionaries and their families.

All those who have perished due to hatred and

intolerance and all those departed this life in

the hope of the Resurrection.

___

Today we commemorate:

Hieromartyr Phocas, Bishop of Sinopè (117).

Prophet Jonah (8th c. B.C.). St. Jonah the

Presbyter (9th c.), father of Ss. Theophanes

the Hymnographer and Theodore Graptus.

Ven. Jonah, Abbot of Yashezérsk (1589-92).

Martyr Phocas the Gardener, of Sinopè (ca.

320). St. Peter the Tax-collector (6th c.).

 

Parish Calendar

Services and Events

September 22 to September 30, 2019

Sunday, September 22

Buildings and Grounds Ministry Meeting

1st Sunday of Luke

9:15AM Reading of the 3rd Hour

9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, September 23

The Conception of St. John the Baptist

Tuesday, September 24

The Commemoration of the Miracle of the

Theotokos Myrtidiotissis in Kythyra

New Martyrs of Alaska, Hieromonk



Juvenaly & Peter the Aleut

8:30AM Daily Matins

Wednesday, September 25

Euphrosyne of Alexandria

Thursday, September 26

Akathist to St John the Theologian

8:30AM Daily Matins

Friday, September 27

Phyllis Sturtevant - B

Saturday, September 28

Chariton the Confessor

Parish Picnic

Bill Kokis - B

4:00PM Great Vespers

Sunday, September 29

2nd Sunday of Luke

Annette Andrews - B

Veneri - A

9:15AM Reading of the 3rd Hour

9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, September 30

Davis - A

Matushka Cindy - B

Saints and Feasts

September 22

Phocas the Martyr, Bishop of Sinope

This saint was known for the many miracles

he worked and for his apostolic zeal in

shepherding the flock of Sinope. He contested

for the Faith during the reign of the Emperor

Trajan, in the year 102, when he was burned

to death in a bath-house.

A homily in his honour was composed by Saint

John Chrysostom. The translation of his holy

relics is celebrated on July 23.

September 23

The Conception of St. John the Baptist

This came to pass fifteen months before the

birth of Christ, after the vision of the Angel

that Zacharias, the father of the Forerunner,

saw in the Temple while he executed the

priest's office in the order of his course during

the feast of the Tabernacles, as tradition bears

witness. In this vision, the Archangel Gabriel

appeared to Zacharias and said to him, "Thy

prayer is heard; and thy wife Elizabeth shall

bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name

John" (Luke 1:13). Knowing that Elizabeth was

barren, and that both he and she were elderly,

Zacharias did not believe what the Angel told

him, although he had before him the example

of Abraham and Sarah, of Hannah, mother of

the Prophet Samuel, and of other barren

women in Israel who gave birth by the power

of God. Hence, he was condemned by the

Archangel to remain speechless until the

fulfilment of these words in their season,

which also came to pass (Luke 1:7-24).

September 24

Thecla the Protomartyr & Equal to the

Apostles

This saint was from the city of Iconium. When

she was eighteen years of age,



she was instructed in the Faith of Christ and

the hope of the resurrection by the Apostle

Paul, whom also she followed, forsaking her

betrothed and espousing a life of virginity for

the sake of the Heavenly Bridegroom. Having

preached Christ in various cities and suffered

many things, she reposed in Seleucia of Cilicia

at the age of 90.

September 24

Synaxis of All Saints

of Alaska

On the anniversary of

the arrival of the

Russian missionaries in

Alaska (1794), we

remember the New

Martyrs Saint Peter the

Aleut, Protomartyr of America, and Saint

Juvenal.

Hymns of the Day

Tone 5 Troparion

(Resurrection)

Let us, the faithful,

praise and worship the

Word,

co-eternal with the

Father and the Spirit,

born for our salvation

from the Virgin;

for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in

the flesh,

to endure death,

and to raise the dead//

by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 4 Troparion (Hieromartyr Phocas)

By sharing in the ways of the Apostles,

you became a successor to their throne.

Through the practice of virtue, you found the

way to divine 

contemplation, O inspired one of God;

By teaching the word of truth without error,

you defended the Faith, even to the shedding

of your blood.//

Hieromartyr Phocas, entreat Christ God to

save our souls!

Tone 5 Kontakion (Resurrection)

You descended into hell, O my Savior,

shattering its gates as Almighty,

resurrecting the dead as Creator,

and destroying the sting of death.

You have delivered Adam from the curse, O

Lover of Man,//

and we cry to You: “O Lord, save us!”

Tone 2 Kontakion (Hieromartyr Phocas)

The Master established you as a brilliant sun

shining on all the faithful, glorious

hieromartyr Phocas.

He has accepted your life, faith and contest as

myrrh,

for He is rich in mercy.

Communion Hymns

Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him

in the highest! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Reading

Gospel Reading

Prokeimenon. 5th Tone. Psalm 11.7,1. 

You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us. 

Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has

failed.

The reading is from St. Paul's Second

Letter to the Corinthians 1:21-24; 2:1-4.

Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you

in Christ, and has commissioned us; he has

put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in

our hearts as a guarantee.

But I call God to witness against me - it was to

spare you that I refrained from coming to

Corinth. Not that we lord it over your faith; we

work with you for your joy, for you stand firm

in your faith. For I made up my mind not to

make you another painful visit. For if I cause

you pain, who is there to make me glad but

the one whom I have pained? And I wrote as I

did, so that when I came I might not suffer

pain from those who should have made me

rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy

would be the joy of you all. For I wrote you out

of much affliction and anguish of heart and

with many tears, not to cause you pain but to

let you know the abundant love that I have for

you.

1st Sunday of Luke 

The Reading is from Luke 5:1-11

Wisdom of the Fathers

For now they were well instructed

beforehand...But mark both their faith and

their obedience. For though they were in the

midst of their work when they heard His

command, they delayed not, they

procrastinated not, they said not, "let

At that time, as Jesus was standing by the lake

of Gennesaret, he saw two boats by the lake;

but the fishermen had gone out of them and

were washing their nets. Getting into one of

the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to

put out a little from the land. And he sat down

and taught the people from the boat. And

when he had ceased speaking, he said to

Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down

your nets for a catch." And Simon answered,

"Master, we toiled all night and took nothing!

But at your word I will let down the nets." And

when they had done this, they enclosed a

great shoal of fish; and as their nets were

breaking, they beckoned to their partners in

the other boat to come and help them. And

they came and filled both the boats, so that

they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw

it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Depart

from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." For

he was astonished, and all who were with him,

at the catch of fish which they had taken; and

so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee,

who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said

to Simon, "Do not be afraid; henceforth you

will be catching men." And when they had

brought their boats to land, they left

everything and followed him.



us return home, and converse with our

kinsfolk," but "they forsook all and followed."

St. John Chrysostom

Homily 14 on Matthew 4, 4th Century

Beyond the Sermon

The Glorification of the

Saints in the Orthodox

Church

This article was written

by Fr. Joseph Frawley, a

member of the Orthodox

Church in America’s

Canonization

Commission. It was originally published in the

April-May 2000 issue of The Orthodox Church

Newspaper.

While the glorification of saints in the

Orthodox Church has been taking place for

nearly 2000 years, few people today are

certain about how this really happens. Does

the Church “make” a saint? Are there special

panels which decide who can be considered

for sainthood? Are saints “elected” by a

majority vote? Does a person have to perform

a certain number of miracles in order to

quality as a saint? The answers to these

questions may be surprising to some.

We know that there are several categories

of saints: prophets, evangelists, martyrs,

ascetics, holy bishops and priests, and those

who live a righteous life “in the world.” What

they all have in common is holiness of life.

Three times in the Book of Leviticus (Ch 11,

19 and 20) God tells us to be holy, because He

is holy. We must consecrate ourselves, for we

are His people. Saint Peter reiterates this

commandment in the new testament,

challenging us to obey God’s commandments

and submit our will to His will (1 Pet 1:16).

Everyone is challenged to manifest holiness in

their lives, for we all must become saints! This

is our special - and common - calling from God.

It is not something reserved for the clergy,

monastics, or those who are “more pious.”

Everyone who has been baptized into Christ

must live in such a way that Christ lives within

us. “Do you not know,” Saint Paul asks, “that

you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit

dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16).

So, the glorification of saints in the Orthodox

Church is a recognition that God’s holiness is

manifested in the Church through these grace-

filled men and women whose lives were

pleasing to God. Very early on, the Church

recognized the righteous ancestors of Christ

(Forefathers), those who predicted His coming

(Prophets), and those who proclaimed the

Gospel (Apostles and Evangelists). Then those

who risked their lives and shed their blood to

bear witness to Christ (Martyrs and

Confessors) were also recognized by the

Church as saints. There was no special

canonization process, but their relics were

treasured and the annual anniversaries of

their martyrdoms were celebrated. Later,



the ascetics, who followed Christ through self

denial, were numbered among the saints.

Bishops and priests who proclaimed the True

Faith and fought against heresy were added to

the list. Finally, those in other walks of life

who manifested holiness were recognized as

saints.

While the glorification of a saint may be

initiated because of miracles, it is not an

absolute necessity for canonization. The

Roman Catholic Church requires three verified

miracles in order to recognize someone as a

saint; the Orthodox Church does not require

this. There are some saints, including Saint

Nicodemos of the Holy Mountain (July 14) and

Saint Innocent of Moscow (commemorated

March 31), who have not performed any

miracles, as far as we know. What is required

is a virtuous life of obvious holiness. And a

saint’s writings and preaching must be “fully

Orthodox,” in agreement with the pure faith

that we have received from Christ and the

Apostles and taught by the Fathers and the

Ecumenical Councils.

Can the Church “make” a saint? The answer is

no. Only God can do that. We glorify those

whom God Himself has glorified, seeing in

their lives true love for God and their

neighbors. The Church merely recognizes that

such a person has cooperated with God’s

grace to the extent that his or her holiness is

beyond doubt.

Are saints “elected” by special panels or by

majority vote? Again, the answer is no. Long

before an official inquiry into a person’s life is

made, that person is venerated by the people

where he or she lived and died. His or her

memory is kept alive by the people

who pray for his or her soul or who ask him or

her for intercession. Sometimes people will

visit his or her grave or have icons painted

through their love for the person. Then a

request is made, usually through the diocesan

bishop, for the Church to recognize that

person as a saint. A committee, such as the

Orthodox Church in America’s Canonization

Commission, is formed to research the life of

the person who is being considered for

glorification and to submit a report to the Holy

Synod stating its reasons why the person

should or should not be recognized as a saint.

Then the Holy Synod decides to number that

person among the saints and have icons

painted and liturgical services composed.

The formal Rite of Glorification begins with a

final Memorial Service for the person about to

be canonized, after which Vespers and Matins

with special hymns to the saint are chanted

and the saint’s icon is unveiled. The saint’s life

is published and the date of his or her

commemoration is established. The other

Orthodox Churches are notified of the

glorification so that they can place the new

saint’s name on their calendars.

Through the prayers of all the saints, may we

be encouraged to follow their example of

virtue and holiness.


