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Bulletin for Sunday, June 02, 2019
Welcome
Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen!
Jesus Christ taught us to
love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand that, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). Every
time we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, it is
offered "on behalf of all, and for all." As
Orthodox Christians we stand against racism
and bigotry. All human beings share one
common identity as children of God.

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)
Weekly Services
Tuesdays at 8:30a - Daily Matins
Wednesdays at 6:00p - Daily Vespers (The
Church is open at 4:30p for "Open Doors" confession, meditation and reflection).
Thursday at 8:30a - Daily Matins
Saturday at 5:30p - Great Vespers
Sunday at 9:30a - Divine Liturgy
Members of our Parish Council are:
Greg Jankura - Council President
Michael Kuziak - Council Vice President
Natalie Kucharski - Council Treasurer
Glenn PenkoffLidbeck - Council Secretary
Kyle Hollis - Member at Large
Roderick Seurattan - Member at Large

Pastoral Care - General Information
Emergency Sick Calls can be made at
any time. Please call Fr Steven at (860)
866-5802, when a family member is
admitted to the hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament
of Unction is available in Church, the
hospital, or your home, for anyone who
is sick and suffering, however severe.
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or
godparents). See Father before booking
dates and reception halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father
for details. The Church opposes
cremation; we cannot celebrate
funerals for cremations.

Announcements
We are hosting the Soup Kitchen this coming
Wednesday, June 5th. Please talk with Luba
Martins or Susan Egan if you would like to
help in some way. Vesperal Divine Liturgy for
the Ascension will be held on Wednesday,
beginning at 6:00.
___
There will be no services Thursday through
Saturday this week as I will be helping my
youngest son move to his new home in Raleigh
NC.

___

Saints and Feasts
June 02
Sunday of the
Blind Man
The Lord Jesus was
coming from the Temple
on the Sabbath, when,
while walking in the way,
He saw the blind man
mentioned in today's
Gospel. This man had been born thus from his
mother's womb, that is, he had been born
without eyes (see Saint John Chrysostom,
Homily LVI on Matthew; Saint Irenaeus,
Against Heresies, Book V:15; and the second
Exorcism of Saint Basil the Great). When the
disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher,
"Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind?" They asked this because
when the Lord had healed the paralytic at the
Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no more,
lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14);
so they wondered, if sickness was caused by
sin, what sin could have been the cause of his
being born without eyes. But the Lord
answered that this was for the glory of God.
Then the God-man spat on the ground and
made clay with the spittle. He anointed the
eyes of the blind man and said to him, "Go,
wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which
means "sent") was a well-known spring in
Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its
waters, which flowed to the eastern side

of the city and collected in a large pool called
"the Pool of Siloam."

June 02

Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to
this pool that he might wash his eyes, which
had been anointed with the clay-not that the
pool's water had such power, but that the faith
and obedience of the one sent might be made
manifest, and that the miracle might become
more remarkable and known to all, and leave
no room for doubt. Thus, the blind man
believed in Jesus' words, obeyed His command,
went and washed himself, and returned, no
longer blind, but having eyes and seeing. This
was the greatest miracle that our Lord had yet
worked; as the man healed of his blindness
himself testified, "Since time began, never was
it heard that any man opened the eyes of one
that was born blind," although the Lord had
already healed the blind eyes of many.
Because he now had eyes, some even doubted
that he was the same person (John 9:8-9); and
it was still lively in their remembrance when
Christ came to the tomb of Lazarus, for they
said, "Could not this man, who opened the
eyes of the blind man, have caused that even
this man should not have died?" Saint John
Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant
exposition of our Lord's meeting with the
woman of Samaria, the healing of the
paralytic, and the miracle of the blind man in
his commentaries on the Gospel of Saint John.

Nicephorus the
Confessor,
Patriarch of
Constantinople
Saint Nicephorus was
born in Constantinople
about the year 758, of
pious parents; his father Theodore endured
exile and tribulation for the holy icons during
the reign of Constantine Copronymus (741775). Nicephorus served in the imperial
palace as a secretary. Later, he took up the
monastic life, and struggled in asceticism not
far from the imperial city; he also founded
monasteries on the eastern shore of the
Bosphorus, among them one dedicated to the
Great Martyr Theodore.
After the repose of the holy Patriarch
Tarasius, he was ordained Patriarch, on April
12, 806, and in this high office led the
Orthodox resistance to the Iconoclasts' war on
piety, which was stirred up by Leo the
Armenian. Because Nicephorus championed
the veneration of the icons, Leo drove
Nicephorus from his throne on March 13, 815,
exiling him from one place to another, and
lastly to the Monastery of Saint Theodore
which Nicephorus himself had founded. It was
here that, after glorifying God for nine years
as Patriarch, and then for thirteen years as an
exile, tormented and afflicted, he gave up his
blameless soul in 828 at about the age of
seventy. See also March 8.

Parish Calendar
Service and Events
June 2 to June 10, 2019

Sunday, June 9
Fathers of the 1st Council
Fellowship and Stewardship Ministry
9:15AM Reading of the 3rd Hour
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Sunday, June 2

Monday, June 10

Prision Ministry Awareness
Sarah Luft
Sunday of the Blind Man
Liturgical and Education Ministry meeting
9:15AM Reading of the 3rd Hour
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

June Bronen
Alexander and Antonina the Martyrs

Prayers, Intersessions and
Commemorations
William, Sophia, Robert,
Ann, Evelyn, Nina, John,
Alex, Vincent, Luke,
Kathryn, Anastasia,
Malcolm, Veronica,
Darlyne, Irene, Nancy,
Elena, Jevon, Stella
Anna, Ivan and Joscean.

Monday, June 3
Repose of Joseph Anselmo

Tuesday, June 4
Our Father Metrophanes, Archbishop of
Constantinople
8:30AM Daily Matins
6:30PM Diocesan Council

Wednesday, June 5
Apodosis of Pascha
4:30PM Soup Kitchen
4:30PM Open Doors
6:00PM Vesperal Divine Liturgy

Thursday, June 6
Holy Ascension
8:30AM No Service

And for... Sofie, Katrina,
Olena, Valeriy, Olga, Tatiana, Dimitri,
Alexander and Maxim.
All of our College Students: Alex, Kaitlyn, Jack,
Sam, Connor, Nadia, Isaac and Matthew.
___
Many Years! to Sarah Luft on the occasion of
her birthday;

Friday, June 7
The Holy Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra

Memory Eternal, on this, the anniversary of
the repose of Joseph Anselmo.

Saturday, June 8
Removal of the Relics of Theodore the
Commander
Akathist to St John Kronstadt
5:30PM Great Vespers (canceled)

___

Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,
nursing homes, and their own homes due to
illness; for all those who serve in the armed
forces; widows, orphans, prisoners, victims of
violence, and refugees;
All those suffering chronic illness, financial
hardship, loneliness, addictions, abuse,
abandonment and despair; those who are
homeless, those who are institutionalize, those
who have no one to pray for them;
All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all those
considering monastic life; all Orthodox
missionaries and their families.
All those who have perished due to hatred and
intolerance and all those departed this life in
the hope of the Resurrection.
___
Today we commemorate:
Blind Man. St. Nicephorus the Confessor,
Patriarch of Constantinople (828).
Greatmartyr John the New of Sochi, who
suffered at Belgrade (1330-1340).

Hymns of the Day
Priest: “Blessed is the Kingdom … “
Choir: “Amen.”
Priest: “Christ is risen from the dead …” (2 ½
times)
Choir: “and upon those in the tombs
bestowing life!”
(The Divine Liturgy is begun in this

manner until the Leavetaking of Pascha.)
Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection)
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the
Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born for our salvation from the Virgin;
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in
the flesh,
to endure death,
and to raise the dead//
by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 4 Kontakion (from the
Pentecostarion)
I come to You, O Christ, blind from birth in my
spiritual eyes,
and call to You in repentance://
“You are the most radiant Light of those in
darkness.”

Tone 8 Kontakion(Pascha)
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal,
You destroyed the power of death.
In victory You arose, O Christ God,
proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing
Women,//
granting peace to Your Apostles, and
bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.

Gospel and Epistle Readings
Epistle Reading
Prokeimenon. 5th Tone. Psalm 11.7,1.
You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.
Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has
failed.
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles
16:16-34.
IN THOSE DAYS, as we apostles were going to
the place of prayer, we were met by a slave
girl who had a spirit of divination and brought
her owners much gain by soothsaying. She
followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim
to you the way of salvation." And this she did
for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and
turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her."
And it came out that very hour. But when her
owners saw that their hope of gain was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them
into the market place before the rulers; and
when they had brought them to the
magistrates they said, "These men are Jews
and they are disturbing our city. They
advocate customs which it is not lawful for us
Romans to accept or practice." The crowd
joined in attacking them; and the magistrates
tore the garments off them and gave orders to
beat them with rods. And when they had
inflicted many blows upon them, they threw
them into prison, charging the jailer to keep
them safely. Having received this charge, he
put them into

the inner prison and fastened their feet in the
stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and
the prisoners were listening to them, and
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so
that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and every one's fetters were
unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that
the prison doors were open, he drew his sword
and was about to kill himself, supposing that
the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with
a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are
all here." And he called for lights and rushed
in, and trembling with fear he fell down before
Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said,
"Men, what must I do to be saved?" And they
said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved, you and your household." And they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
that were in his house. And he took them the
same hour of the night, and washed their
wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all
his family. Then he brought them up into his
house, and set food before them; and he
rejoiced with all his household that he had
believed in God.

Gospel Reading
Sunday of the Blind Man
The Reading is from John 9:1-38
At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man
blind from his birth. And his disciples asked
him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus
answered, "It was not that this man sinned,

or his parents, but that the works of God might
be made manifest in him. We must work the
works of him who sent me, while it is day;
night comes, when no one can work. As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world." As he said this, he spat on the ground
and made clay of the spittle and anointed the
man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means
Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen
him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the
man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It
is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He
said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then
how were your eyes opened?" He answered,
"The man called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and
wash'; so I went and washed and received my
sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He
said, "I do not know."
They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the clay and opened his
eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he
had received his sight. And he said to them,
"He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I
see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is
not from God, for he does not keep the
sabbath." But others said, "How can a man
who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a
division among them. So they again said to the
blind man, "What do you say about him, since
he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a
prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been
blind and had received his sight, until they

called the parents of the man who had
received his sight, and asked them, "Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?" His parents answered,
"We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; but how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for
himself." His parents said this because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone should confess him to be
Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask
him."
So for the second time they called the man
who had been blind, and said to him, "Give
God the praise; we know that this man is a
sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner,
I do not know; one thing I know, that though I
was blind, now I see." They said to him, "What
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"
He answered them, "I have told you already
and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you too want to become his
disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
We know that God has spoken to Moses, but
as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is
a marvel! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will,
God listens to him. Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing." They
answered him, "You

were born in utter sin, and would you teach
us?" And they cast him out.

Reflection

We Must Obey in
Order to See:
Homily for the
Sunday of the
Blind Man in the
Orthodox Church

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and
having found him he said, "Do you believe in
the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is
he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said
to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who
speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and
he worshiped him.

May 21, 2017 · Fr. Philip LeMasters
Wisdom of the Fathers
But I assert that he even received benefit from
his blindness: since he recovered the sight of
the eyes within.

St. John Chrysostom
Homily 56 on John 9, 4th Century

When, then, have they taken place, save when
the Word of God Himself came in the body?
Or when did He come, if not when lame men
walked, and stammerers were made to speak
plain, and deaf men heard, and men blind from
birth regained their sight? For this was the
very thing the Jews said who then witnessed it,
because they had not heard of these things
having taken place at any other time.

St. Athanasius
Incarnation of the Word 38, 4th Century

John 9: 1-38
Christ is Risen!
Seeing is believing. There are many things in
life that we will not accept unless we see them
with our own eyes. And there are some things
that we have to learn how to see because they
are not obvious to the untrained eye. It often
takes experience to see something rightly, to
understand its true significance. If that is true
in everyday life, it is all the more the case in
how we know God.
We began our celebration of Pascha several

weeks ago when we saw the light of a flame in
the darkness of midnight. Until the brilliant
light of the Savior’s resurrection, humanity
wandered in spiritual blindness as a result of
being enslaved to corruption. “The wages of
sin is death,” and the darkness of the tomb
had reigned supreme since the fall of Adam
and Eve. Like the man born blind in today’s
gospel reading, our capacity to participate in
the blessed holiness for which we were
created was grossly deformed. Enslaved to
the fear of death and cast out of Paradise, we
were all held prisoner by the darkness of the
tomb which extended to the depths of our
souls.
In sharp contrast to that darkness, we
celebrate in this glorious season of Pascha
that the light of Christ shines even from the
grave and extends to the darkest dimensions
of our lives and relationships. To be radiant
with the light of the resurrection is what it
means to know God. To know Him is not
merely to have religious ideas or emotions
about Him, but truly to share by grace in the
life of the Holy Trinity. It is to have the eyes
of our souls cleansed, to have our minds
illumined such that we move from darkness to
light. The change is certainly not in our Lord,
but in us who rise with Him from death to life,
from the dark night of sin to the brilliant light
of holiness.
This great blessing is not something that we
give ourselves, but which our Lord has made
possible as the God-Man Who unites divinity
and humanity in Himself. That is how He
heals us, personally taking upon Himself all
the consequences of our corruption, even to
the point of death,

in order to conquer them through His
resurrection. He brings every dimension and
capability of the human person into His divine
life, making us radiant with the holy glory that
we share by grace. That is what it means to be
truly human in His image and likeness.
When Christ spat on the ground and made
clay to anoint the eyes of the blind man, He
gave us a sign of how He restored us through
His Incarnation, His entry into our world of
flesh and blood, which was necessary for our
healing. The blind man’s sight was restored
when he obeyed Christ’s command to wash in
water, which is a sign of how He illumines us
in baptism. Of course, we are baptized into
the Lord’s death in order to rise up with Him
into a life of holiness.
Our spiritual sight is not restored by denying
our bodily limitations or the reality of the
physical struggles that we face, whether
illness, poverty, or anything else. Instead, our
Risen Lord heals our souls when we offer
ourselves fully to Him in obedience. The blind
man in today’s gospel lesson did what the
Lord told to Him to do, walking to the pool of
Siloam and washing off the clay from His
eyes. He had to obey Christ’s command by
doing something that involved his whole
person. That is how he overcame the
blindness with which he had been born. Even
though he thought of the Lord as only a
prophet at that point, the man quickly
professed faith in Him when the Lord told him
His true identity. As Christ said of Himself as
the Son of God to the man, “You have seen
Him, and it is He who speaks to you.”

As Orthodox Christians, we routinely make
bold claims about seeing the true light and
beholding the resurrection of Christ. We
employ the sense of sight in the worship of
God with icons, crosses, candles, vestments,
and in many other ways. We put on Christ like
a garment in baptism and are filled personally
with the Holy Spirit in chrismation. We
receive our Lord’s Body and Blood in Holy
Communion, as we participate already in the
Heavenly Banquet. He is the Bridegroom and,
as His Church, we are His Bride and members
of His own Body. We do not think of Him as
only a prophet or a righteous man, but know
that He is truly the Son of God. There is no
question, then, that He has restored our sight,
giving us all the ability to embrace Him from
the depths of our souls. He has done for us
what we could never do simply by ourselves,
even as someone born blind could never give
himself sight.
Imagine how great our responsibility is, then,
to open the eyes of our souls as fully as
possible to the light of Christ. For as He is
infinitely holy, there is no upward limit to the
holiness to which He calls us. Even as the
healing of our bodies is a process that requires
our cooperation and effort, the same is true
with the healing of our souls. The blind man
had to exercise what little faith he had at first
by obeying Christ’s command. That was how
he put himself in the place to receive such a
miraculous blessing. And though we do not
know the rest of his story, that was surely only
the beginning of his journey. He had to live as
one whose eyes had been opened by the
mercy of the Lord.

If we are truly to enter into the holy joy of
Pascha, we must follow the example of the
man born blind. Our spiritual vision remains
far from perfect, but our Risen Lord has given
us all that we need to become radiant with His
brilliant and holy light. That happens when we
know and experience Him from the depths of
our souls, which requires offering ourselves to
Him through humble obedience in our daily
lives. That means joining ourselves to His
great victory over death by opening even the
darkest and most difficult areas of our
personalities and relationships to His healing
light. There is no way to do that without living
as our Lord taught, which means turning away
from all that obscures His light in us, from all
that keeps us captive to the darkened ways of
sin and corruption that we find so appealing.
As we prepare to move from Pascha to the
Ascension, let us discern where we persist in
darkness and what we need to do in order to
obey our Lord more faithfully as we rise with
Him from the grave to the heights of heavenly
glory. Let us grow in our personal
participation by grace in the life of Christ by
living daily as those who have beheld the glory
of His resurrection and who have seen the
true light. The Savior has already done the
miraculous for us by conquering death. Now
it is our responsibility to respond faithfully as
we open ourselves to the Light Who shines so
brightly that He overcomes even the darkest
tomb. And as hard as it is to believe, He will
illumine even the darkest and most corrupt
dimension of our lives, if we will only offer
ourselves to Him in humble, trusting
obedience each day.

The good news of Pascha is not confined to a
season of the year, but is always the
fundamental truth of our life in Christ. Now
we must live as those who have been blessed
to behold the glory of the resurrection. Now
we must remove every obstacle to embracing
personally the brilliant, radiant light of the
empty tomb. Now we must live with all the
holy joy of a man born blind who can finally
see the light. That is what it means to know
God and to be truly human in His image and
likeness, for Christ is Risen!

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry
an agency of the assembly of bishops

Our Mission
To share the love of
Christ and His Church
with those
who are incarcerated
and their families,
so that their lives are
transformed and
God is glorified.

Did you know?

OCPM provides:

• According to The World Prison Brief, the U.S. has
over 2.1 million adults incarcerated, and
remains #1 in the world with an incarceration
rate of 655 per 100,000 people. To provide
perspective on this number (per 100,000):

• In person ministry
• Clergy visits for Orthodox and Catechumens who
are incarcerated
• Guidance for families, churches, and clergy who
have someone incarcerated
• Guidance for those incarcerated to receive
spiritual help and clergy visits
• Orthodox correspondence studies
• Orthodox prayer books, devotional books and
icons
• Studies for incarcerated women
• Regular personalized correspondence
• Ongoing guidance to those released from prison
• Guidance for clergy and churches receiving
people from prison
• Training for prison ministry, correspondence
ministry, and aftercare ministry
• Ongoing support and training for clergy and laity
involved with OCPM
• Orthodox technical resources/assistance for
prison and jail chaplains
• Orthodox libraries for prison and jail chapels
• An advocacy for the Orthodox Church to be a
recognized religion in some states where it is
denied*

•
•
•
•
•
•

Russia - 316
Turkey - 288
Mexico - 164
Lebanon - 126
China - 118
Greece - 97

• According to the National Reentry Resource
Center, 4.7 million people are on probation or on
parole in one year, “641,100 people who had
been sentenced to state and federal prison and 9
million people from jails were released back to
their communities. “ Parents with minor Children
make up 54% of people incarcerated in prisons
and jails, or 1.2 million people. An estimated 2.7
million children in the U.S. have a parent in prison
or jail. Women make up 7% of the prison
population.
• Across this country parishes are being touched by
someone being arrested, someone living behind
bars, and/or someone coming to them fresh out
of prison. If it hasn’t already taken place, it will
happen one day soon, and now is the time to
prepare your parish.

*Note: There are still some states that do not recognize the
Eastern Orthodox as a legitimate religion.

For more information or to make a donation, please contact us at:

OCPM
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry
P.O. Box 1597 New York, New York 10025
tel 347.868.6957 fax 347.767.2730

info@theocpm.org
www.theocpm.org

How can I help?
The Matthew 25:36 Fellowship will
enable you to "visit Jesus in prison" as
you help OCPM bring the love of
Christ to the precious souls living in
prisons and jails.
Here's what your monthly donation of
$25.36 will help to accomplish:
• Send more prisoners the current
OCPM materials
• Allow OCPM to produce new study
books, DVD’s & Icons
• Publish new books specifically geared
toward women in prison
• Publish new correspondence books to
lead people deeper into the Faith
• Send prison chapel libraries full sets of
all OCPM materials

To join the Matthew 25:36 Fellowship,
please go to:

https://theocpm.org/matt/

