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Bulletin for Sunday, May 26, 2019
Welcome
Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen!
Jesus Christ taught us to
love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand that, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). Every
time we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, it is
offered "on behalf of all, and for all." As
Orthodox Christians we stand against racism
and bigotry. All human beings share one
common identity as children of God.

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)
Weekly Services
Tuesdays at 8:30a - Daily Matins
Wednesdays at 6:00p - Daily Vespers (The
Church is open at 4:30p for "Open Doors" confession, meditation and reflection).
Thursday at 8:30a - Daily Matins
Saturday at 5:30p - Great Vespers
Sunday at 9:30a - Divine Liturgy
Members of our Parish Council are:
Greg Jankura - Council President
Michael Kuziak - Council Vice President
Natalie Kucharski - Council Treasurer
Glenn PenkoffLidbeck - Council Secretary
Kyle Hollis - Member at Large
Roderick Seurattan - Member at Large

Pastoral Care - General Information
Emergency Sick Calls can be made at
any time. Please call Fr Steven at (860)
866-5802, when a family member is
admitted to the hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament
of Unction is available in Church, the
hospital, or your home, for anyone who
is sick and suffering, however severe.
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or
godparents). See Father before booking
dates and reception halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father
for details. The Church opposes
cremation; we cannot celebrate
funerals for cremations.

Announcements
Please consider donating a bottle or two of
port (ruby preferred) for use during our
services; or, donating plain white (unscented)
votive candles for commemorations.
___
Is there any interest in publishing a formal
parish directory as part of our 25th
anniversary commemoration? Lifetouch is
offering a 20% discount this summer.
https://www.churchdirectories.lifetouch.com/

___

Prison Ministry Awareness Sunday
June 2nd, 2019
OUR MISSION
To share the love of Christ and His
Church with those who are
incarcerated and their families so that
lives are transformed and God is
glorified.
To all the Clergy and the Laity of the
Holy Orthodox Churches in the United
States;
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ: CHRIST IS RISEN!
The Hierarchs of The Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States of America have approved
the sixth Sunday of Pascha,Sunday,
June 2nd, of this year, to be Prison
Ministry Awareness Sunday in all
Orthodox parishes of North America.
"Let there always be a preponderance
of mercy within you, even though you
don't feel such mercy in yourself as God
has for the world. A cruel and merciless
heart is never purified. A merciful man is
the doctor of his own soul because as a
strong wind from his heart, he drives out
the darkness of the passions." (St. Isaac
the Syrian, Homilies, 41)

may have committed, they are still
human beings made in the image and
likeness of God Himself. It is possible to
hate the crime but to love the criminal.
OCPM needs all our help to bring the
mercy, forgiveness, and love of Christ to
these precious souls. The Holy
Orthodox Church, through OCPM, offers
both hope and healing to those living in
such darkness.
Please remember "these the least of my
brethren" by assisting OCPM with this
vital ministry, not forgetting that "the
very essence of the person is the image
of God, and this remains in him despite
every disfigurement" (St. John of
Kronstadt). After passing a tray for the
ongoing work of your parish, please
pass a second tray on Prison Ministry
Awareness Sunday, June 2nd, and
kindly send these gifts to OCPM as soon
as possible.
With much love and thanks in our Risen
Lord,

Fr. Stephen Powley
Executive Director
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry

May 26
Sunday of the
Samaritan Woman
One of the most ancient
cities of the Promised
Land was Shechem, also
called Sikima, located at
the foot of Mount
Gerazim. There the
Israelites had heard the blessings in the days
of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this town,
Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the
nineteenth century before Christ, bought a
piece of land where there was a well. This
well, preserved even until the time of Christ,
was known as Jacob's Well. Later, before he
died in Egypt, he left that piece of land as a
special inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen.
49:22). This town, before it was taken into
possession by Samaria, was also the leading
city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In the
time of the Romans it was called Neapolis, and
at present Nablus. It was the first city in
Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham.
Here also, Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed
the tribes of Israel for the last time. Almost
three hundred years later, all Israel assembled
there to make Roboam (Rehoboam) king.
When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at
midday to this city, which is also called Sychar
(John 4:5), He was wearied from the journey
and the heat, and He sat down at this well.
After a little while the Samaritan woman
mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to
draw water. As she conversed at some length
with the Lord

and heard from Him secret things concerning
herself, she believed in Him; through her
many other Samaritans also believed.
Concerning the Samaritans we know the
following: In the year 721 before Christ,
Salmanasar (Shalmaneser), King of the
Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom
of Israel into captivity, and relocated all these
people to Babylon and the land of the Medes.
From there he gathered various nations and
sent them to Samaria. These nations had been
idolaters from before. Although they were later
instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in
the one God, they worshipped the idols also.
Furthermore, they accepted only the
Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the other
books of Holy Scripture. Nonetheless, they
thought themselves to be descendants of
Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the pious Jews
named these Judaizing and idolatrous peoples
Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, the
former leading city of the Israelites, as well as
in the other towns thereabout. The Jews
rejected them as heathen and foreigners, and
had no communion with them at all, as the
Samaritan woman observed, "the Jews have no
dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9).
Therefore, the name Samaritan is used
derisively many times in the Gospel
narrations. After the Ascension of the Lord,
and the descent of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was
baptized by the holy Apostles and became a
great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was
called Photine, and her feast is kept on
February 26.

May 26
Carpos and
Alphaeus, Apostles
of the 70
This holy Apostle was
numbered with the
Seventy, and ministered
unto the holy Apostle
Paul, journeying with him and conveying his
epistles unto those to whom they were written.
He became Bishop of Beroea in Thrace, where
he endured great tribulations while bringing
many of the heathen to holy Baptism, and also
suffered martyrdom there. Saint Paul
mentions him in II Timothy 4:13.

Parish Calendar
Service and Events
May 26 to June 3, 2019
Sunday, May 26
Buildings and Grounds Ministry Meeting
Kathryn Brubaker
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
9:15AM Reading of the 3rd Hour
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, May 27
Alexander Melesko
The Holy Hieromartyr Helladius

Tuesday, May 28
Michael & Dori Kuziak
The Holy Hieromartyr Eutychius, Bishop

of Melitene
8:30AM Daily Matins

William, Sophia, Robert,
Ann, Evelyn, Nina, John,
Alex, Vincent, Luke,
Kathryn, Anastasia,
Malcolm, Veronica,
Darlyne, Irene, Nancy,
Elena, Jevon, Stella
Anna, Ivan and Joscean.

Wednesday, May 29
Theodosia the Virgin-Martyr of Tyre
Greg & Christine Jankura
4:30PM Open Doors
6:00PM Evening Prayers

Thursday, May 30
Sal Faro
Isaacius, Abbot of the Monastery of
Dalmatus
8:30AM Daily Matins

And for... Sofie, Katrina,
Olena, Valeriy, Olga, Tatiana, Dimitri,
Alexander and Maxim.
All of our College Students: Alex, Kaitlyn, Jack,
Sam, Connor, Nadia, Isaac and Matthew.

Friday, May 31
Hermias the Martyr at Comana

Saturday, June 1
Justin the Philosopher and Martyr and his
Companions
10:00AM Dr Nicole Roccas Book
Presentation
5:00PM Memorial for Joseph Anselmo
5:30PM Great Vespers

Sunday, June 2
Prision Ministry Awareness
Sarah Luft
Sunday of the Blind Man
Liturgical and Education Ministry meeting
9:15AM Reading of the 3rd Hour
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, June 3
Repose of Joseph Anselmo

Prayers, Intersessions and
Commemorations

___
Many Years! to Alexander Melesko on the
occasion of his birthday; Dori and Michael
Kuziak and Christine and Greg Jankura on the
occasion of their anniversaries.
___
Pray for: All those confined to hospitals,
nursing homes, and their own homes due to
illness; for all those who serve in the armed
forces; widows, orphans, prisoners, victims of
violence, and refugees;
All those suffering chronic illness, financial
hardship, loneliness, addictions, abuse,
abandonment and despair; those who are
homeless, those who are institutionalize, those
who have no one to pray for them;
All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all those
considering monastic life; all Orthodox

missionaries and their families.
All those who have perished due to hatred and
intolerance and all those departed this life in
the hope of the Resurrection.
___
Today we commemorate:
Samaritan Woman. Apostles Carpus and
Alphæus of the Seventy (1st c.). Greatmartyr
George the New at Sofia (Bulgaria—1515).
Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Makáry,
Abbot of Kalyazin (1521). Martyrs Abercius
and Helen, children of the Apostle Alphæus
(1st c.). St. John Psichaita the Confessor, of
Constantinople (9th c.). St. Augustine of
Canterbury, Evangelizer of England (ca. 605).

Hymns of the Day
Priest: “Blessed is the Kingdom … “
Choir: “Amen.”
Priest: “Christ is risen from the dead …” (2 ½
times)
Choir: “and upon those in the tombs
bestowing life!”
(The Divine Liturgy is begun in this manner
until the Leavetaking of Pascha.)
Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection)
When the women Disciples of the Lord
learned from the Angel the joyous message of
the Resurrection,
they cast away the ancestral curse

and elatedly told the Apostles:
“Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen,//
granting the world great mercy!”
Tone 8 Troparion (Midfeast)
In the middle of the feast, O Savior,
fill my thirsting soul with the waters of piety
as You cried to all:
“If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and
drink!”//
O Christ God, Fountain of our life, glory to
You!
Tone 8 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)
The Samaritan Woman came to the well in
faith;
she saw You, the Water of wisdom and drank
abundantly.//
She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is
ever glorified!
Tone 4 Kontakion

(Midfeast)

Christ God, the Creator and Master of all,
cried to all in the midst of the feast of the
Law:
“Come and draw the water of immortality!”
We fall before You and faithfully cry://
“Grant us Your mercies, for You are the
Fountain of our life!”

Gospel and Epistle Readings
Epistle Reading
Prokeimenon. 4th Tone. Psalm 103.24,1.

O Lord, how manifold are your works. You
have made all things in wisdom.
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles
11:19-30.
In those days, those apostles who were
scattered because of the persecution that
arose over Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking
the word to none except Jews. But there were
some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who
on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also,
preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the
Lord was with them, and a great number that
believed turned to the Lord. News of this came
to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and
they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came
and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and
he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a
large company was added to the Lord. So
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and
when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the
church, and taught a large company of people;
and in Antioch the disciples were for the first
time called Christians. Now in these days
prophets came down from Jerusalem to
Antioch. And one of them named Agabos stood
up and foretold by the Spirit that there would
be a great famine over all the world; and this
took place in the days of Claudius. And the
disciples determined, every one according to
his ability, to send relief to the brethren who
lived in Judea, and they did so, sending it to
the elders

by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Gospel Reading
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
The Reading is from John 4:5-42
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria,
called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to
his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so
Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat
down beside the well. It was about the sixth
hour.
There came a woman of Samaria to draw
water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For
his disciples had gone away into the city to
buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him,
"How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her,
"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that
is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would
have asked him and he would have given you
living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you
have nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep; where do you get that living water? Are
you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us
the well, and drank from it himself, and his
sons, and his cattle?" Jesus said to her,
"Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst
again, but whoever drinks of the water that I
shall give him will never thirst; the water that
I shall give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life." The woman
said to him, "Sir, give me this water, that I
may not thirst, nor come here to draw."

Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and
come here." The woman answered him, "I
have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are
right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you
have had five husbands, and he whom you now
have is not your husband; this you said truly."
The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that
you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on
this mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is
the place where men ought to worship." Jesus
said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You
worship what you do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to
worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth."
The woman said to him, "I know that the
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ);
when he comes, he will show us all things."
Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he."
Just then his disciples came. They marveled
that he was talking with a woman, but none
said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you
talking with her?" So the woman left her water
jar, and went away into the city and said to the
people, "Come, see a man who told me all that
I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went
out of the city and were coming to him.
Meanwhile the disciples besought him, saying
"Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food
to eat of which you do not know." So the
disciples said to one another, "Has

anyone brought him food?" Jesus said to them,
"My food is to do the will of him who sent me,
and to accomplish his work. Do you not say,
'There are yet four months, then comes the
harvest'? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see
how the fields are already white for harvest.
He who reaps receives wages, and gathers
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper
may rejoice together. For here the saying
holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I
sent you to reap that for which you did not
labor; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor."
Many Samaritans from that city believed in
him because of the woman's testimony. "He
told me all that I ever did." So when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there two days.
And many more believed because of his word.
They said to the woman, "It is no longer
because of your words that we believe, for we
have heard ourselves, and we know that this is
indeed Christ the Savior of the world."

Wisdom of the Fathers
THE persecution turned out to be no slight
benefit as "to them that love God all things
work together for good." (Rom. viii. 28.) If
they had made it their express study how best
to establish the Church, they would have done
no other thing than this--they dispersed the
teachers.[*] Mark in what quarters the
preaching was extended. "They travelled," it
says, "as far as Phenice and Cyprus and
Antioch; to none however

did they preach the word but to Jews only."
Dost thou mark with what wise purposes of
Providence so much was done in the case of
Cornelius? This serves both to justify Christ,
and to impeach the Jews. When Stephen was
slain, when Paul was twice in danger, when
the Apostles were scourged, then the Gentiles
received the word, then the Samaritans.
Which Paul also declares: "To you it was
necessary that the Word of God should first be
spoken; but since ye thrust it from you, and
judge yourselves unworthy, lo, we turn unto
the Gentiles." (ch. xiii. 46.)..."And the hand of
the Lord," it says, "was with them," that is,
they wrought miracles; "and a great number
believed, and turned unto the Lord." (v. 21.)
Do you mark why now also there was heed of
miracles (namely) that they might believe?
"Then tidings of these things came unto the
ears of the church which was in Jerusalem:
and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should
go as far as Antioch." (v. 22.) What may be the
reason that, when such a city received the
word, they did not come themselves? Because
of the Jews. But they send Barnabas.
However, it is no small part of the providential
management even so that Paul comes to be
there. It is both natural, and it is wisely
ordered, that they are averse to him, and (so)
that Voice of the Gospel, that Trumpet of
heaven, is not shut up in Jerusalem..."And
when he had found him, he brought him to
Antioch." (v. 26.) Verily this is the reason why
it was there they were appointed to be called
Christians, because Paul there spent so long
time!

St. John Chrysostom

Homily 25 on Acts 11, 4th Century

The example of the good Samaritan shows that
we must not abandon those in whom even the
faintest amount of faith is still alive.

St. Ambrose of Milan
Two Books of St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,
Concerning Repentance, Chapter 11

Reflection
Martyr Photina
(Svetlana), the
Samaritan Woman,
and Her Sons

The Holy Martyr Photina (Svetlana) the
Samaritan Woman, her sons Victor (named
Photinus) and Joses; and her sisters Anatola,
Phota, Photis, Paraskeva, Kyriake; Nero’s
daughter Domnina; and the Martyr Sebastian:
The holy Martyr Photina was the Samaritan
Woman, with whom the Savior conversed at
Jacob’s Well (John. 4:5-42).

During the time of the emperor Nero (54-68),
who displayed excessive cruelty against
Christians, Saint Photina lived in Carthage
with her younger son Joses and fearlessly
preached the Gospel there. Her eldest son
Victor fought bravely in the Roman army
against barbarians, and was appointed military
commander in the city of Attalia (Asia Minor).
Later, Nero called him to Italy to arrest and
punish Christians.

to him at Rome. Then the Lord Himself
appeared to the confessors and said, “Fear
not, for I am with you. Nero, and all who serve
him, will be vanquished.” The Lord said to
Saint Victor, “From this day forward, your
name will be Photinus, because through you,
many will be enlightened and will believe in
Me.” The Lord then told the Christians to
strengthen and encourage Saint Sebastian to
persevere until the end.

Sebastian, an official in Italy, said to Saint
Victor, “I know that you, your mother and your
brother, are followers of Christ. As a friend I
advise you to submit to the will of the
emperor. If you inform on any Christians, you
will receive their wealth. I shall write to your
mother and brother, asking them not to
preach Christ in public. Let them practice
their faith in secret.”

All these things, and even future events, were
revealed to Saint Photina. She left Carthage in
the company of several Christians and joined
the confessors in Rome.

Saint Victor replied, “I want to be a preacher
of Christianity like my mother and brother.”
Sebastian said, “O Victor, we all know what
woes await you, your mother and brother.”
Then Sebastian suddenly felt a sharp pain in
his eyes. He was dumbfounded, and his face
was somber.
For three days he lay there blind, without
uttering a word. On the fourth day he
declared, “The God of the Christians is the
only true God.” Saint Victor asked why
Sebastian had suddenly changed his mind.
Sebastian replied, “Because Christ is calling
me.” Soon he was baptized, and immediately
regained his sight. Saint Sebastian’s servants,
after witnessing the miracle, were also
baptized.
Reports of this reached Nero, and he
commanded that the Christians be brought

At Rome the emperor ordered the saints to be
brought before him and he asked them
whether they truly believed in Christ. All the
confessors refused to renounce the Savior.
Then the emperor gave orders to smash the
martyrs’ finger joints. During the torments,
the confessors felt no pain, and their hands
remained unharmed.
Nero ordered that Saints Sebastian, Photinus
and Joses be blinded and locked up in prison,
and Saint Photina and her five sisters Anatola,
Phota, Photis, Paraskeva and Kyriake were
sent to the imperial court under the
supervision of Nero’s daughter Domnina.
Saint Photina converted both Domnina and all
her servants to Christ. She also converted a
sorcerer, who had brought her poisoned food
to kill her.
Three years passed, and Nero sent to the
prison for one of his servants, who had been
locked up. The messengers reported to him
that Saints Sebastian, Photinus and Joses, who
had been blinded, had completely

recovered, and that people were visiting them
to hear their preaching, and indeed the whole
prison had been transformed into a bright and
fragrant place where God was glorified.

you profligate and stupid man! Do you think
me so deluded that I would consent to
renounce my Lord Christ and instead offer
sacrifice to idols as blind as you?”

Nero then gave orders to crucify the saints,
and to beat their naked bodies with straps. On
the fourth day the emperor sent servants to
see whether the martyrs were still alive. But,
approaching the place of the tortures, the
servants fell blind. An angel of the Lord freed
the martyrs from their crosses and healed
them. The saints took pity on the blinded
servants, and restored their sight by their
prayers to the Lord. Those who were healed
came to believe in Christ and were soon
baptized.

Hearing such words, Nero gave orders to
again throw the martyr down the well, where
she surrendered her soul to God (+ ca. 66).

In an impotent rage Nero gave orders to flay
the skin from Saint Photina and to throw the
martyr down a well. Sebastian, Photinus and
Joses had their legs cut off, and they were
thrown to dogs, and then had their skin flayed
off. The sisters of Saint Photina also suffered
terrible torments. Nero gave orders to cut off
their breasts and then to flay their skin. An
expert in cruelty, the emperor readied the
fiercest execution for Saint Photis: they tied
her by the feet to the tops of two bent-over
trees. When the ropes were cut the trees
sprang upright and tore the martyr apart. The
emperor ordered the others beheaded. Saint
Photina was removed from the well and
locked up in prison for twenty days.
After this Nero had her brought to him and
asked if she would now relent and offer
sacrifice to the idols. Saint Photina spit in the
face of the emperor, and laughing at him,
said, “O most impious of the blind,

On the Greek Calendar, Saint Photina is
commemorated on February 26.

