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Why do so many households struggle?

Household Survival Budget
2 ADULTS, 1 INFANT,
1 PRESCHOOLER

SINGLE ADULT
Monthly Costs
Housing
Child Care
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Taxes





Monthly Total
ANNUAL TOTAL
Hourly Wage

Services Schedule









$12.22

$39.61

7KH+RXVHKROG6XUYLYDO%XGJHWUHÀHFWVWKHEDUH
minimum that a household needs to live and work
WRGD\,WGRHVQRWLQFOXGHVDYLQJVIRUHPHUJHQFLHV
RUIXWXUHJRDOVOLNHFROOHJH,QFRVWVZHUHZHOO
DERYHWKH)HGHUDO3RYHUW\/HYHORIIRUD
VLQJOHDGXOWDQGIRUDIDPLO\RIIRXU
Sources: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Internal Revenue
Service, Tax Foundation, and Connecticut 211Childcare, 2016; American
Community Survey.
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Please see our online calendar for dates and times of Feast Day services.

Bulletin for Sunday, September 30, 2018

Welcome
Jesus Christ taught us to
love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand that, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10:2537). Every time we celebrate the Divine
Liturgy, it is offered "on behalf of all, and for
all." As Orthodox Christians

we stand against racism and bigotry. All
human beings share one common identity as
children of God.
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)
Weekly Services
Tuesdays at 8:30a - Daily Matins
Wednesdays at 6:00p - Daily Vespers (The
Church is open at 4:30p for "Open Doors" confession, meditation and reflection).
Thursday at 8:30a - Daily Matins
Saturday at 5:30p - Great Vespers
Sunday at 9:30a - Divine Liturgy

Members of our Parish Council are:
Susan Hayes - Council President
Susan Egan - Council Treasurer
Greg Jankura - Member at Large
Glenn PenkoffLedbeck - Council Secretary
James Pepitone - Council Vice President
Vincent Melesko - Member at Large
Pastoral Care - General Information
Emergency Sick Calls can be made at
any time. Please call Fr Steven at (860)
866-5802, when a family member is
admitted to the hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament
of Unction is available in Church, the
hospital, or your home, for anyone who
is sick and suffering, however severe.
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or
godparents). See Father before booking
dates and reception halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father
for details. The Church opposes
cremation; we cannot celebrate
funerals for cremations.

the job will get done. Thank you, in advance,
for your assistance.
___
On Saturday, May 18th, we are planning a
dinner gather of the parish in recognition of
our 25th Anniversary. More details will follow,
but please mark the date.
___
Given that this is our 25th Anniversary year,
we are considering reinstating one "tradition"
- that of participating in Christmas in Clinton.
I would like to hear your thoughts about this,
and what we might conceivable offer to the
town. I would like the Fellowship Ministry to
take point on this project, should we decide to
pursue it. I will find out the exact date from
the town as soon as I can.
___
Mark your calendars now: the third Satuday of
September (the 21st, 2019). We would like to
host a 25th Anniversary Rummage Sale (in
otherwords, something rather grand). If can
begin discussing this now, we shouldn't be
caught shorthanded as we did this year.
___

Announcements
On Saturday, Oct 6th, I will need help moving
all the carpets and furniture to their proper
places in the santurary. If you can help, I will
open the church at 3pm. The more people who
can help, the quicker

Saints and Feasts

Orthodox New England Youth Event
“Rally after Rally” Kickoff @ SVS Ed Day

St Innocent of Alaska: Equal-to-the-Apostles & Enlightener of North America

“To Know and Make Known: St. Innocent as a Model for Modern Discipleship”
A Discussion on Evangelism and Sainthood
Speaker: Fr. James Parnell
Pastor, All Saints Church -- Hartford, CT

Event Location

Orthodox Education Day @ St. Vladimir’s Seminary
575 Scarsdale Road, Yonkers, NY 10707
** Teen Talks will be in the Music Room in the Meyendorff Building

October 01
The Holy
Protection of the
Theotokos
The Feast of the
Protection
commemorates the
appearance of the most
holy Theotokos in the Church of Blachernae in
Constantinople in the early sixth century, as
recorded in the life of Saint Andrew the Fool
for Christ's sake. While the multitudes of the
faithful were gathered in church, Epiphanius,
the friend of Saint Andrew, through the
Saint's prayers, beheld the Virgin Mary above
the faithful and spreading out her veil over
them, signifying her unceasing protection of
all Christians. Because of this we keep a
yearly feast of gratitude, imploring our Lady
never to cease sheltering us in her mighty
prayers.
In the Greek tradition, this feast is celebrated
on October 28, while in the Slavic tradition,
this feast is celebrated on October 1.

th

Saturday, October 6 2018
10:00am

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy w/ Relics of St. Innocent

12 Noon

Lunch & Fellowship on Seminary grounds

3:00 pm

Teen Talk - "Our Unique Vocation: A Model for Sainthood "

6:30pm

Great Vespers @ Three Hierarchs Chapel

***FREE ADMISSION***
For more info: www.svots.edu/events

Sunday, September 30
2nd Sunday of Luke
Davis - A
Matushka Cindy - B
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, October 1
Refinishing the Nave floor - no activities this
week
Akathist to Protection of the All-Holy
Theotokos
Ananias, Apostle of the 70

Tuesday, October 2
Akathist to St Cyprian
The Holy Hieromartyr Cyprian and the
Virgin Martyr Justina
Repose of Nadine Faro
7:00PM Deanery Meeting

Wednesday, October 3
Dionysios the Areopagite
Alex & Luba Martins - A
John Chobor - B

Thursday, October 4
Hierotheus, Bishop of Athens

Friday, October 5
Charitina the Martyr

Saturday, October 6

Service and Events

The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas
Glorification of St. Innocent, Apostle to
America
8:30AM Akathist to St Innocent
5:30PM Great Vespers

September 30 to October 8, 2018

Sunday, October 7

Parish Calendar

3rd Sunday of Luke
Liturgical and Education Ministry meeting
Gail Ferris - B
Alexandra Richards - B

Monday, October 8
Pelagia the Righteous
Vincent Melesko - B

Prayers, Intersessions and
Commemorations
William, Sophia, Robert,
Ann, Evelyn, Nina, John,
Alex, Luke, Kathryn,
Anastasia, Malcolm,
Veronica, Darlyne, Irene,
Nancy, Elena, Jevon,
their unbornchild, Ivan
and Joscean.
And for... Sofie, Katrina,
Olena, Valeriy, Olga, Tatiana, Dimitri,
Alexander and Maxim.
All of our College Students: Katy, Kaitlyn, Jack,
Sam, Connor, Nadia and Matthew.
___

hardship, loneliness, addictions, abuse,
abandonment and despair; those who are
homeless, those who are institutionalize, those
who have no one to pray for them;
All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all those
considering monastic life; all Orthodox
missionaries and their families.
All those who have perished due to hatred and
intolerance and all those departed this life in
the hope of the Resurrection.
___
Today we commemorate:
Hieromartyr Gregory, Bishop of Greater
Armenia (ca. 335). Ven. Gregory, Abbot of
Pelshme, Wonderworker of Vologdá (1442). St.
Michael, First Metropolitan of Kiev (992).
Martyrs Rhipsime, Gaiana and 35 holy virgins
with them, of Armenia (4th c.).

Hymns of the Day

Many Years! to:

Tone 1 Troparion (Resurrection)

Susan and Loydd Davis, and to Alexis and
Luba Martins on the ocassion of their
anniversaries.
___
Pray for:All those confined to hospitals,
nursing homes, and their own homes due to
illness; for all those who serve in the armed
forces; widows, orphans, prisoners, victims of
violence, and refugees;
All those suffering chronic illness, financial

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews,
while the soldiers were guarding Your most
pure ^body,
You rose on the third day, O Savior, granting
life to the world.
The powers of heaven therefore cried to You,
O Giver of Life:
“Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ!
Glory to Your ^Kingdom!//
Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of
mankind!”

The Enlightener of the First
Christian Nation
This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

The CHurch remembers Saint Gregory, Enlightener of
Armenia. Like other enlighteners--Nina of Georgia, Columba
of Scotland and Innocent of the Aleuts--Gregory was not a
native of the country he would one day illumine with the
Christian faith.
Born about 239 in Parthia, Gregory came to Armenia as a child
with his family. His father, Anak, had a dark purpose: the king of
Persia had paid him to assassinate the Armenian king when
some good opportunity arose.
Anak bided his time until one day, out hunting with the king and
some nobles, he saw the king sitting alone in a secluded spot.
Anak attacked, but the dying king was able to cry out his name,
and command that he and his family should be executed.
Pursued to a river by the nobles, Anak could see no escape. He
jumped into the river and drowned. Most of his family members
were soon killed, but a quick-thinking nursemaid had grabbed
Gregory, and took him to safety in Caesarea.
Gregory was raised as a Christian, and among his childhood
friends was the crown prince of Armenia, Tiridates, who had been forced out of his country when the Persian king's
plan to invade and seize the throne succeeded. When the prince decided to return to Armenia and claim his throne, he
invited Gregory to come along as his trusted advisor. Neither young man knew about the history they shared.
Once in Armenia, the two came into conflict. Gregory earnestly wanted Tiridates to become a Christian; Tiridates was
content with his pagan gods. When jealous nobles noticed this rift, they enlarged it by informing the king that Gregory
was the son of his father's assassin. Enraged, the king consigned Gregory to a deep, foul pit. He would spend fourteen
years there, visited only by a woman who dropped him morsels of bread.
The king became ill and depressed, and when nothing seemed to help, his loving sister ordered Gregory released from
the pit. She was convinced that only this Christian could help her brother. Gregory, finally free, immediately asked the
courtiers to fast, and prayed day and night. When Tiridates recovered, his sister revealed that she was the one who
had fed Gregory in the pit.
The king was now ready to accept the Christian faith, with Gregory as his
learned and loving teacher. In the year 301, he and his courtiers, followed by
masses of citizens, were baptized, making the Armenian people the first to
accept Christianity as a nation.
After being consecrated a bishop in Caesarea, Gregory returned to Armenia
and traveled the country, teaching and preaching, opening monasteries and
building churches. In the place where he had a vision of Christ, he erected a
cathedral, with the king's support. He also sent missionaries into neighboring
countries to spread the faith. Though known as the enlightener of one nation,

Troparion - Tone 4
By sharing in the ways of the Apostles,
you became a successor to their throne.
Through the practice of virtue,
you found the way to divine contemplation,
O inspired one of God;
by teaching the word of truth without error,
you defended the Faith,
even to the shedding of your blood.
Hieromartyr Gregory
entreat Christ God to save our souls.

Gregory never forgot the command of Christ to "Go and teach all nations."

waters of forgiveness. Here is an example:
On April 9, 1968 — the day of Martin Luther
King’s funeral — a white bus driver named
Martin Whitted was pulled out of his bus in
San Francisco by eleven black youths who
savagely beat him and left him mortally
wounded. He died shortly thereafter. Tension
rose in the black and white communities.
Rumors of violence began to spread. Then
Dixie Whitted, the bus driver’s widow,
appeared on television. Her reaction to her
husband’s murder was something moving,
something extraordinary, something not of
this world. Quietly she spoke of her love for
her husband and her faith in Christ. She told
the people to refrain from violence, to be
peacemakers instead. Through the power of
Christ, she said, she had no bitterness or hate.
She asked that a memorial fund be established
not for herself but for all the young people in
the area where her husband was killed.
The results of her compassionate act were
electric. Cynical television crewmen cried. A
Stanford coed called in to say that her whole
life was changed by this Christian witness. A
prisoner, who identified himself as a negro,
wrote to Mrs. Whitted: "I owe you a debt. You
have never known me but because of your
way, your deep understanding, the beauty of
your refusal to hate ... I’ll never be able again
to hate collectively all white men. What a
monument you and your children are to your
husband’s memory."
"But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return; and your reward
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most
High; for he is kind to the

ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful."
(Excerpt from the book Gems from the Sunday
and Feasts Gospels - By Fr. Anthony M.
Coniaris)

Tone 4 Troparion (Hieromartyr Gregory)
By sharing in the ways of the Apostles,
you became a successor to their throne.
Through the practice of virtue, you found the
way to divine
contemplation, O inspired one of God;
by teaching the word of truth without error,
you defended the Faith,
even to the shedding of your blood.//
Hieromartyr Gregory, entreat Christ God to
save our souls.
Tone 1 Kontakion (Resurrection)
As God, You rose from the tomb in glory,
raising the world with Yourself.
Human nature praises You as God, for death
has vanished.
Adam exults, O Master!
Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage
and cries to You://
“You are the Giver of Resurrection to all, O
Christ!”

Tone 2 Kontakion (Hieromartyr Gregory)
Today, let us, the faithful, praise with songs
and hymns
the admirable hierarch Gregory as an initiate
in the sacred mysteries.
He was a contender for the truth, a vigilant
pastor and teacher,
a light for the whole world,//
interceding with Christ that our souls may be
saved.

Gospel and Epistle
Readings
Epistle Reading
Prokeimenon. 1st Tone. Psalm 32.22,1.
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The reading is from St. Paul's Second
Letter to the Corinthians 9:6-11.
Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he
has made up his mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to provide you with
every blessing in abundance, so that you may
always have enough of everything and may
provide in abundance for every good work. As
it is written, "He scatters abroad, he gives to
the poor; his righteousness endures for ever."
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread
for food will supply and multiply your
resources and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. You will be enriched in every
way for great generosity, which through us
will produce thanksgiving to God.

Gospel Reading
2nd Sunday of Luke
The Reading is from Luke 6:31-36

The Lord said, "As you wish that men would do
to you, do so to them. If you love those who
love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. And if you
do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. But love your enemies, and do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return;
and your reward will be great, and you will be
sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful."

Wisdom of the Fathers
The sign that thou lovest God, is this, that thou
lovest thy fellow; and if thou hatest thy fellow,
thy hatred is towards God. For it is blasphemy
if thou prayest before God while thou art
wroth. For thy heart also convicts thee, that in
vain thou multipliest words: thy conscience
rightly judges that in thy prayers thou
profitest nought.

St. Ephraim the Syrian
ON ADMONITION AND REPENTANCE.

Lives of the Saints
The Protection of our Most Holy Lady
the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin
Mary

of God. Through love that potentiality
becomes actuality. We must love our enemies
because only by loving them can we know God
and experience the beauty of His holiness.
How?
How is it possible to love one’s enemy?

The Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos:
“Today the Virgin stands in the midst of the
Church, and with choirs of Saints she invisibly
prays to God for us. Angels and Bishops
venerate Her, Apostles and prophets rejoice
together, Since for our sake she prays to the
Eternal God!”
This miraculous appearance of the Mother of
God occurred in the mid-tenth century in
Constantinople, in the Blachernae church
where her robe, veil, and part of her belt were
preserved after being transferred from
Palestine in the fifth century.
On Sunday, October 1, during the All Night
Vigil, when the church was overflowing with
those at prayer, the Fool-for-Christ Saint
Andrew (October 2), at the fourth hour, lifted
up his eyes towards the heavens and beheld
our most Holy Lady Theotokos coming through
the air, resplendent with heavenly light and
surrounded by an assembly of the Saints.
Saint John

1. It is not possible unless one first loves God.
Jesus gave us the clue when He said, "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength and with all thy soul, and thy
neighbor as thyself." If you love God with your
whole being, then you will love your neighbor,
even though he be an enemy. Such love is a
gift of the Holy Spirit abiding in us.
2. "Do good to them that hate you," said Jesus.
St. Paul says, "If your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him drink… .
overcome evil with good" (Rom. 12:20-21). Do
something good for your enemy and it will
surprise you to find how much easier it will be
to love him. It will help him remove the
bitterness from his heart. But overcoming evil
with good means that we must take the first
step; we must begin by doing some kind act.
"That enemy is best defeated who is defeated
by kindness."
A wise physician said once, "I have been
practicing medicine for 30 years, and I have
prescribed many things. But in the long run I
have learned that for most of what ails the
human creature, the best medicine is love."
"What if it doesn’t work?" he was asked.

"Double the dose," he replied.
3. Jesus says, "Pray for them who … persecute
you." Remember them on your knees. Name
them quietly and kindly in the most secret
place. Offer them the highest privilege it is in
your power to grant — the privilege of being
remembered when you are face to face with
God. No person can pray for another and still
hate him. One of the best ways of killing
bitterness is to pray for the man we are
tempted to hate.
4. Look for some good in your enemy. There is
good as well as bad in the worst of us. Fr. John
of Kronstadt writes: "When your brother sins
against you in any way — for instance, if he
speaks ill of you, or transmits with an evil
intention your words in a perverted form to
another, or calumniates you — do not be
angered against him, but seek to find in him
those good qualities which undoubtedly exist
in every man, and dwell lovingly on them,
despising his evil calumnies concerning you as
dross, not worth attention, as an illusion of
the Devil. The gold-diggers do not pay any
attention to the quantity of sand and dirt in
the gold-dust, but only look for the grains of
gold; and though they are few, they value this
small quantity, and wash it out of heaps of
useless sand. God acts in a like manner with
us, cleansing us with great and long
forbearance."
5. Do good, pray, look for the good in your
enemy, and finally develop the capacity to
forgive. Without forgiveness it is impossible
even to begin the act of loving one’s enemies.
This forgiveness must begin with the one who
has been wronged. Only the injured person
can pour out the warm

he commits suicide.
As the great Russian priest Father John of
Kronstadt writes in his inspiring book "The
Life of Christ:" "Every person that does any
evil, that gratifies any passion, is sufficiently
punished by the evil he has committed, by the
passions he serves, but chiefly by the fact that
he withdraws himself from God, and God
withdraws Himself from him: it would
therefore be insane and most inhuman to
nourish anger against such a man; it would be
the same as to drown a sinking man, or push
into the fire a person who is already being
devoured by the flame. To such a man, as to
one in danger of perishing, we must show
double love, and pray fervently to God for him;
not judging him, not rejoicing at his
misfortune. For My sake, says Jesus, but for
their sakes, too, ‘love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them who despitefully use you
and persecute you.
We are to love people not because they are
attractive but because they need love. The
very fact that a person dislikes you may mean
that he needs you. His soul is warped by his
hatred of you, and you alone can warm him
and free him. Ashley Montagu has written,
"Show me a hardened criminal, a juvenile
delinquent, a psychopath or a ‘cold fish’ and in
almost every case I will show you a person
resorting to desperate means in order to
attract the emotional warmth and attention he
failed to get but which he so much desires and
needs. ‘Aggressive’ behavior when fully
understood is, in fact, nothing but love
frustrated, a technique for compelling love —
as well

as means for taking revenge on society which
has let that person down, disillusioned,
deserted and dehumanized him. Hence, the
best way to approach aggressive behavior in
children is not by further aggressive behavior
towards them, but with love. And this is true
not only for children but for human beings of
all ages."
Thus, two major reasons why we should love
our enemies is first that they need love; and,
second, love is the only force capable of
transforming an enemy into a friend.
A third reason is fairly obvious. Returning hate
for hate multiplies hate. Only love can break
the vicious circle. A man once bought a farm
and was walking the bounds of his new
property when he met his next door neighbor.
"Don’t look now," said the neighbor, "but when
you bought this piece of ground, you also
bought a lawsuit with me. Your fence is ten
feet over on my land."
Now this is a classic opening for a feud that
could go on for centuries and create
generations of enemies. But the new owner
smiled and said, "I thought I’d find some
friendly neighbors here, and I’m going to. And
you’re going to help me. Move the fence
where you want it, and send me the bill. You’ll
be satisfied and I’ll be happy."
Well, the fence was never moved, and the
potential enemy was never the same again.
He became a friendly neighbor. Love
quenched the fire of hatred.
The ultimate reason why we should love our
enemies is expressed in the words of Jesus:
"Love your enemies … and you will be sons of
the Most High." We are all potential sons

the Baptist and the holy Apostle John the
Theologian accompanied the Queen of
Heaven. On bended knees the Most Holy
Virgin tearfully prayed for Christians for a
long time. Then, coming near the Bishop’s
Throne, she continued her prayer.
After completing her prayer she took her veil
and spread it over the people praying in
church, protecting them from enemies both
visible and invisible. The Most Holy Lady
Theotokos was resplendent with heavenly
glory, and the protecting veil in her hands
gleamed “more than the rays of the sun.”
Saint Andrew gazed trembling at the
miraculous vision and he asked his disciple,
the blessed Epiphanius standing beside him,
“Do you see, brother, the Holy Theotokos,
praying for all the world?” Epiphanius
answered, “I do see, holy Father, and I am in
awe.”
The Ever-Blessed Mother of God implored the
Lord Jesus Christ to accept the prayers of all
the people calling on His Most Holy Name,
and to respond speedily to her intercession, “O
Heavenly King, accept all those who pray to
You and call on my name for help. Do not let
them go away from my icon unheard.”
Saints Andrew and Epiphanius were worthy to
see the Mother of God at prayer, and “for a
long time observed the Protecting Veil spread
over the people and shining with flashes of
glory. As long as the Most Holy Theotokos was
there, the Protecting Veil was also visible, but
with her departure it also became invisible.
After taking it with her, she left behind the
grace of her visitation.”

At the Blachernae church, the memory of the
miraculous appearance of the Mother of God
was remembered. In the fourteenth century,
the Russian pilgrim and clerk Alexander, saw
in the church an icon of the Most Holy
Theotokos praying for the world, depicting
Saint Andrew in contemplation of her.
The Primary Chronicle of Saint Nestor reflects
that the protective intercession of the Mother
of God was needed because an attack of a
large pagan Russian fleet under the
leadership of Askole and Dir. The feast
celebrates the divine destruction of the fleet
which threatened Constantinople itself,
sometime in the years 864-867 or according to
the Russian historian Vasiliev, on June 18, 860.
Ironically, this Feast is considered important
by the Slavic Churches but not by the Greeks.
The Primary Chronicle of Saint Nestor also
notes the miraculous deliverance followed an
all-night Vigil and the dipping of the garment
of the Mother of God into the waters of the
sea at the Blachernae church, but does not
mention Saints Andrew and Epiphanius and
their vision of the Mother of God at prayer.
These latter elements, and the beginnings of
the celebrating of the Feast of the Protection,
seem to postdate Saint Nestor and the
Chronicle. A further historical complication
might be noted under (October 2) dating Saint
Andrew’s death to the year 936.
The year of death might not be quite reliable,
or the assertion that he survived to a ripe old
age after the vision of his youth, or that his
vision involved some later pagan Russian raid
which met with the same fate.

The suggestion that Saint Andrew was a Slav
(or a Scythian according to other sources,
such as S. V. Bulgakov) is interesting, but not
necessarily accurate. The extent of Slavic
expansion and repopulation into Greece is the
topic of scholarly disputes.
In the PROLOGUE, a Russian book of the
twelfth century, a description of the
establishment of the special Feast marking
this event states, “For when we heard, we
realized how wondrous and merciful was the
vision... and it transpired that Your holy
Protection should not remain without festal
celebration, O Ever-Blessed One!”
Therefore, in the festal celebration of the
Protection of the Mother of God, the Russian
Church sings, “With the choirs of the Angels,
O Sovereign Lady, with the venerable and
glorious prophets, with the First-Ranked
Apostles and with the Hieromartyrs and
Hierarchs, pray for us sinners, glorifying the
Feast of your Protection in the Russian Land.”
Moreover, it would seem that Saint Andrew,
contemplating the miraculous vision was a
Slav, was taken captive, and became the slave
of the local inhabitant of Constantinople
named Theognostus.
Churches in honor of the Protection of the
Mother of God began to appear in Russia in
the twelfth century. Widely known for its
architectural merit is the temple of the
Protection at Nerl, which was built in the year
1165 by holy Prince Andrew Bogoliubsky. The
efforts of this holy prince also established in
the Russian Church the Feast of the
Protection of the Mother of God, about the
year 1164.

At Novgorod in the twelfth century there was
a monastery of the Protection of the Most
Holy Theotokos (the so-called Zverin
monastery) In Moscow also under Tsar Ivan
the Terrible the cathedral of the Protection of
the Mother of God was built at the church of
the Holy Trinity (known as the church of Saint
Basil the Blessed).
On the Feast of the Protection of the Most
Holy Theotokos we implore the defense and
assistance of the Queen of Heaven,
“Remember us in your prayers, O Lady Virgin
Mother of God, that we not perish by the
increase of our sins. Protect us from every evil
and from grievous woes, for in you do we
hope, and venerating the Feast of your
Protection, we magnify you.”

Reflection
Love Your
Enemies… (Luke
6:31-36).
The acid test of love is
not whether we love our
friends, but whether we
love our enemies. A
great Russian Saint
asked, "How do we know
whether a person abides in God and is sincere
in his Christian faith? There is no other way of
ascertaining this than by examining the
person’s life to see if he loves his enemies.
Where there is love for one’s enemy, there
also is God." That is the great test of whether
we are in tune with God; for that is what God
Himself does. He sends

His rain on the just and the unjust. Chesterton
said once, "Love means to love that which is
unlovable, or it is no virtue at all."
Impractical?
But to love our enemies in a world like ours
seems highly impractical. To love your enemy
— some object — is to allow him to take
advantage of you. To love your enemy is to let
him step all over you.
So we thought, until psychology and
psychiatry came along and taught us a few
things about hostility and hostile people.
Specifically, they told us that a hostile person
hates because he fears you will strike him; so,
to protect himself, he strikes first. He is hostile
because he expects vilification and hatred
from you. The last thing he expects is love. So
if, instead of hatred, you give him love, you
will disarm him. Love is what he craves more
than anything else. Love is the only thing that
can destroy his hostility.
"Give him the devil!" said someone to a friend
who had suffered an injustice at the hands of
a third party. The reply he received was truly
inspired, "He’s already got the devil. I’d like to
give him God." To love your enemy is to give
him God.
But does God expect us to love the sin and the
evil people do? Of course not. He expects us to
hate the sin but to love the sinner. But isn’t
this splitting hairs? How can one distinguish
between the sin and the sinner? Yet we make
this same distinction every day with ourselves.
We do terrible things; we commit egregious
errors.

We hate the errors we commit, but we
continue to love ourselves. Do the same with
others, said Jesus. "Love your neighbor as
yourself." Hate the sin; love the sinner.
Someone expressed it this way, "To love one’s
enemy does not mean to love the mud in
which the pearl lies, but to love the pearl that
lies in the mud."
Why?
Why must I love my enemy? That I may be a
child of the Father. "Love your enemies … and
you will be sons of the Most High." God wants
me to be what He is. He loves His enemies. He
does good to those who hate Him. He
prepares green pastures for us when our just
reward would be a desert. He leads us by still
waters when we might have expected a land of
drought. While we were yet sinners, God loved
us and died for us. Shortly before He died
Jesus told His disciples: "A new commandment
I give unto you; that you love one another,
even as I have loved you."
"Love your enemies." The man who makes
your misery his policy, who dogs your steps,
who sets snares for your feet, who twists your
words, who is always pointing out the fly in
the ointment, and who is never happier than
when he is slowly dropping bitterness into
your cup; your enemy, love him. Love him for
My sake, says Jesus. Love him "even as I have
loved you." But love him also because your
enemy is first of all an enemy to himself. The
bitterness which he drops into your cup has,
first of all, poisoned his own cup. Forget the
superficial injury he inflicts on you and think
of the fatal injury he is inflicting upon himself.
On your part he creates bitterness; on his part

