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Bulletin for Sunday, September 09, 2018

Welcome
Jesus Christ taught us to
love and serve all
people, regardless of
their ethnicity or
nationality. To
understand that, we
need to look no further
than to the Parable of
the Good
Samaritan (Luke 10:25-

37). Every time we celebrate the Divine
Liturgy, it is offered "on behalf of all,

and for all." As Orthodox Christians we stand
against racism and bigotry. All human beings
share one common identity as children of God.

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus" (Galatian 3:28)

Weekly Services

Tuesdays at 8:30a - Daily Matins
Wednesdays at 6:00p - Daily Vespers (The
Church is open at 4:30p for "Open Doors" -
confession, meditation and reflection).
Thursday at 8:30a - Daily Matins

Saturday at 5:30p - Great Vespers
Sunday at 9:30a - Divine Liturgy

http://www.stalexischurch.org
mailto:stalexis@dneoca.org
mailto:frsteve@stalexischurch.org
http://stalexischurch.org/schedule.html


Members of our Parish Council are:
Susan Hayes - Council President
Susan Egan - Council Treasurer
Greg Jankura - Member at Large
Glenn PenkoffLedbeck - Council Secretary
James Pepitone - Council Vice President
Vincent Melesko - Member at Large

Pastoral Care - General Information

Emergency Sick Calls  can be made at
any time. Please call Fr Steven at (860)
866-5802, when a family member is
admitted to the hospital.
Anointing in Sickness: The Sacrament
of Unction is available in Church, the
hospital, or your home, for anyone who
is sick and suffering, however severe. 
Marriages and Baptisms require early
planning, scheduling and selections of
sponsors (crown bearers or
godparents). See Father before booking
dates and reception halls!
Funerals are celebrated for practicing
Orthodox Christians. Please see Father
for details. The Church opposes
cremation; we cannot celebrate
funerals for cremations.

 

Announcements
 Church School will begin Sunday, Sept 16th!
At the end of Liturgy, there will be a brief
“thanksgiving” prayer for your

students. Attached to this e-bulletin is a brief
form that Marlene as ask parents

of our church school children to complete and
return to her.

_____

This coming Saturday (Sept 15th), we will be
having our parish picnic courtesy of the
Kuziak's. Directions will be available in the
printed copy of the bulletin. If you won't be
able to pick up the bulletin, please contact me
directly for directions. 

Vespers service on this Satuday, will be held
at the Kuziak's, outdoors, weather permitting.
Service will begin at 4pm.

___

In celebration of the 25th anniversay of the
Parish of St. Alexis, I am having
commemorative keyfobs produced. These fobs
price out at about $5 to produce. However,
the larger the order, the cheeper the
production costs. If you would like to have
more than one, to share with family and
friends, please let me know how many you
would like. It is my desire to have the order
placed by the end of the month.



 

___

Beginning the week of Sept 17th, we will
begin our study of the book, Time and
Despondency: Regaining the Present in Faith
and Life. 

Dust-jacket description: 

Idleness. Apathy. Restlessness.
Procrastination. These are symptoms of what
early Christian theologians called
despondency (acedia), a spiritual sickness
rooted in a lack of care or effort. A condition
as old as the ancients, despondency thrives in
today’s culture of leisure, anxiety, and digital
distraction. Time and Despondency is a
penetrating synthesis of ancient theology,
spiritual memoir, and self-help practicality. It
envisions despondency as the extension of a
broken relationship with the experience of
time. Driven by the fear of death and the
anxiety of living, despondency drives us to

abandon the present moment, forsaking the
only temporal realm in which we have true
fellowship with Christ. The remedies offered
by time-honored Christian thinkers for this
predicament constitute not only an antidote to
despondency but also stepping stones back to
the present moment. In regaining the
sacredness of time, we re-encounter the
Resurrection of Christ in the dark and restless
moments of our lives. 

I am also making arrangemenst to have the
author, Dr. Nicole Roccas, to hold and live (via
internet) Q&A session with us at some point
during our study. As the parish does not have
internet access, I am looking for someone who
would be willing to host the session, provided
of course that they also have internet access.

 

___

Do you know anyone who can use this sleeper
sofa?

It is about 76" long (6 feet, 4 inches). The
fabric is a dark green nylon like. The color is
off in the third photo. It has been downstairs
in the family room for ten years or so. It has
been lightly used.

Please Natalie Kucharski for details



Saints and Feasts

September 09

The Holy &
Righteous
Ancestors of God,
Joachim and Anna
Today, the day following
the Nativity of the most
holy Theotokos, we

celebrate the synaxis of Saints Joachim and
Anna, honouring them as her parents.

September 09

Sunday before Holy
Cross

Parish Calendar
Service and Events

September 9 to September 17, 2018

Sunday, September 9

Sunday before Holy Cross
Fellowship and Stewardship Ministry
9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, September 10
Menodora, Metrodora, & Nymphodora
the Martyrs

Tuesday, September 11
Theodora of Alexandria
Akathist to Venerable Silouan
8:30AM Daily Matins

Wednesday, September 12
Apodosis of the Nativity of Our Most Holy
Lady the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary
Kathryn Jankura - B
4:30PM Open Doors
6:00PM Memorial for Deborah Bray

Thursday, September 13
Forefeast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
8:30AM Daily Matins
6:00PM Vesperal Divine Liturgy

Friday, September 14
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-
Giving Cross
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Isaac Freeman - B
8:30AM Akathist to the Precious Cross

Saturday, September 15
Saturday after Holy Cross
1:00PM Parish Picnic
4:00PM Great Vespers (Please note the
time!)

Sunday, September 16
Melissa Josefiak
Evangelism and Outreach Ministry meeting
Sunday after Holy Cross

St Alexis Orthodox Church

108 East Main Street, Clinton

Rummage & Bake Sale 
Church Open House

Saturday September 22nd 9:00am-3:00pm 


Jewelry…Bric-A-Brac…Housewares…Linens…

Holiday…Toys & Games…Clothing…Furniture…


Lawn & Garden…Books…

Bake Sale


860-664-9431

 www.stalexischurch.org 



9:30AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, September 17
Akathist to Sts Faith, Hope, Charity &
Sophia

Prayers, Intersessions and
Commemorations

William, Sophia, Robert,
Ann, Evelyn, Nina, John,
Alex, Alan, Luke,
Kathryn, Anastasia,
Malcolm, Veronica,
Darlyne, Irene, Nancy,
Elena, Jevon, their
unbornchild, Ivan and
Joscean.

And for... Sofie, Katrina, Olena, Valeriy, Olga,
Tatiana, Dimitri, Alexander and Maxim.

All of our College Students: Alex, Katy, Kaitlyn,
Jack, Connor, Nadia and Matthew.

Many Years! to:

Kathryn Jankura and Melissa Josefiak on the
occasion of their birthdays.

Pray for:All those confined to hospitals,
nursing homes, and their own homes due to
illness; for all those who serve in the armed
forces; widows, orphans, prisoners, victims of
violence, and refugees;

All those suffering chronic illness, financial
hardship, loneliness, addictions, abuse,
abandonment and despair; those who are
homeless, those who are institutionalize,

those who have no one to pray for them;

All Orthodox seminarians & families; all
Orthodox monks and nuns, and all those
considering monastic life; all Orthodox

missionaries and their families.

All those who have perished due to hatred and
intolerance and all those departed this life in
the hope of the Resurrection.

Today we commemorate:

Afterfeast of the Nativity of the Theotokos.
Uncovering of the Relics of St. Theodosius,
Archbishop of Chernigov (1896). Sunday
before Elevation. Holy and Righteous
Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna. Martyr
Severian of Sebaste (320). Ven. Joseph, Abbot
of Volótsk (1515). Ven. Theophanes the
Confessor and Faster, of Mt. Diabenos (ca.
300). Martyrs Chariton and Straton. Bl.
Nicetas the Hidden, of Constantinople (12th
c.). Commemoration of the Third Ecumenical
Council (431).

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the
6th Tone
Angelic powers were above Thy tomb, and
they that guarded Thee became as dead. And
Mary stood by the grave seeking Thine
immaculate Body. Thou hast despoiled Hades
and wast not tried thereby. Thou didst meet
the Virgin and didst grant us life. O Thou Who
didst arise from the dead, Lord, glory be to
Thee.

\ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cost: $350 per couple/$230 per single (tax included) 

Includes: 2 nights stay at the inn; 2 complete breakfasts 

 
 

Tentative Schedule: 
Friday November 2nd 

2:00:  Start of check in time at The Cornell Inn (www.cornellbb.com) 

Dinner: On your own at one of the many restaurants in Lenox 

 

Saturday November 3rd 

7:30-9:15 a.m. Breakfast at your leisure in the Cornell Inn dining room 

9:30—11:30 a.m.: Morning Prayers and Retreat Program at Trinity Church 

Afternoon: Free time. Visit the Norman Rockwell Museum, Prime Outlets or one 

of the many other area attractions or take in the scenic beauty of the Berkshires 

5:30—6:30 p.m.: Moleben to St. Nectarios and Confessions at Trinity Church 

6:30—7:30 p.m.: Fellowship Hour and Group Dinner Out (Location/cost TBD) 

 

Sunday November 4th 

8:45—10:15 a.m.: Divine Liturgy at Trinity Church 

10:30 a.m.: Group Photo at the inn 

10:45 a.m.: Full country breakfast Cornell Inn dining room 

12:00 noon: Checkout 

 

Reservations due Oct 1st.  For questions or reservations, contact: Susan Sulich 

at ssulich@yahoo.com or 203-947-7405 or mail a check made out to Holy 

Trinity Orthodox Church to 74 Joes Hill Rd., Danbury, CT 06811 

SAVE THE DATE 

Lenox Adult Retreat hosted by  

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church 

November 2-4, 2018 

The Cornell Inn – Lenox, MA 

www.holytrinitydanbury.org 
203-748-0671 

 



Apolytikion for Afterfeast of the
Nativity of the Theotokos in the
4th Tone
Thy Nativity, O Theotokos, hath procliamed

joy to the whole world; for from thee hath
dawned the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our
God, annulling the curse and bestowing the
blessing, abolishing death and granting us life
everlasting.

Apolytikion for Synaxis of the Holy
Ancestors of God in the 2nd Tone
As we celebrate the memory of Thy righteous
ancestors, O Lord, through them we beseech
Thee to save our souls.

Troparion of St. Alexis, St.
Elizabeth and St. Herman in the
1st Tone
O righteous Father Alexis,
Our heavenly intercessor and teacher,
Divine adornment of the Church of Christ!
Entreat the Master of All
To strengthen the Orthodox Faith in America,
To grant peace to the world
And to our souls, great mercy!

 

Causing meekness, humility and love to dwell
in your soul,
You did earnestly serve the suffering,
O holy passion-bearer Princess Elizabeth;
Wherefore, with faith you did endure suffering
and death for Christ, 
with the martyr Barbara.

With her pray for all who honor you with love.

 

O blessed Father Herman of Alaska,
North star of Christ's holy Church,

the light of your holy life and great deeds
guides those who follow the Orthodox Way.
Together we lift high the Holy Cross
you planted firmly in America.
Let all behold and glorify Jesus Christ,
singing His holy Resurrection.

Seasonal Kontakion in the 4th
Tone
In your holy birth, Immaculate One, Joachim
and Anna were rid of the shame of
childlessness; Adam and Eve of the corruption
of death. And so your people, free of the guilt
of their sins, celebrate crying: "The barren
one gives birth to the Theotokos, who
nourishes our life."

Gospel and Epistle
Readings
Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. 6th Tone. Psalm 27.9,1. 
O Lord, save your people and bless your

inheritance. 
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to
the Galatians 6:11-18.

 

HOMO LITURGICUS, Poems by Marin Mihalache
Mirco Publishing; Amazon KDP; 152 pages; English; Paperback & e-Book



Gospel Reading

Brethren, see with what large letters I am
writing to you with my own hand. It is those
who want to make a good showing in the flesh
that would compel you to be circumcised, and
only in order that they may not be persecuted
for the cross of Christ. For even those who
receive

circumcision do not themselves keep the law,
but they desire to have you circumcised that
they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from
me to glory except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been
crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither
circumcision counts for anything, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and
mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon
the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man
trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of
Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

Sunday before Holy Cross 
The Reading is from John 3:13-17

The Lord said, "No one has ascended into
heaven but he who descended from heaven,
the Son of man who is in heaven. And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him

Wisdom of the Fathers
For since Nicodemus had said, "We know that
Thou art a teacher come from God," on this
very point He sets him right, all but saying,
"Think Me not a teacher in such manner as
were the many of the prophets who were of
earth, for I have come from heaven (but) now.
None of the prophets hath ascended up
thither, but I dwell there."

St. John Chrysostom

Homily 27 on John 3, 4th Century

For not in heaven only is He, but everywhere,
and He fills all things; but yet He speaks
according to the infirmity of His hearer,
desiring to lead him up little by little ... For
after having spoken of the very great
benefaction that had come to man by Baptism,
He proceeds to mention another benefaction,
which was the cause of this, and not inferior
to it; namely, that by the Cross ...

should not perish but have eternal life. For
God sent the Son into the world, not to
condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through him."

St. Alexis Church School Registration
Sept. 2018 – June 2019

 
Parent’s Name:  __________________________________________
 
Address:  _______________________________________________
 
                 _______________________________________________
 
Best phone number:   _____________________________________
 
E-mail address:  __________________________________________
 
Church School Children:  
 
Name:  _____________________________________ Age:  _______
 
Name:  _____________________________________ Age:  _______
 
Name:  _____________________________________ Age:  _______
 
Any allergies or concerns:  _________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________
 



St. John Chrysostom

Homily 27 on John 3, 4th Century

In House

SERMON ON
THE
NATIVITY OF
THE VIRGIN
MARY

St. Andrew, Archbisop of Crete

Our father among the saints Andrew of Crete,
was Archbishop of Crete at the end of the 7th
century and the beginning of the 8th. He was
a true luminary of the Church, a great
hierarch—a theologian, teacher and
hymnographer, best known for writing the
Great Canon.

The present Feast is for us the beginning of
feasts. 

Serving as boundary to the law and to
prototypes, at the same time it serves as a
doorway to grace and truth. “For Christ is the
end of the law” (Rom 10:4), Who, having freed
us from the letter (of the law), raises us to
spirit. 

Here is the end (to the law): in that the
Lawgiver, having made everything, has
changed the letter in spirit and gathers
everything in Himself (Eph 1:10), enlivening
the law with grace: grace has taken the law
under its dominion, and the law has become
subjected to grace, so that the properties of
the law not suffer reciprocal commingling, but
only so that by Divine power, the servile and
subservient (in the law) are transformed into
the light and free (in grace), so that we are
not “in bondage to the elements of the world”
(Gal 4:3) and not in a condition under the
slavish yoke of the letter of the law. 

Here is the summit of Christ’s beneficence
towards us! Here are the mysteries of
revelation! Here is the theosis [divinization]
assumed upon humankind, the fruition worked
out by the God-Man. 

The radiant and bright descent of God for
people ought to have a joyous basis, opening
to us the great gift of salvation. Such also is
the present feastday, having as its basis the
Nativity of the Theotokos, and as its purpose
and end, the uniting of the Word with flesh,
this most glorious of all miracles, unceasingly
proclaimed, immeasurable and
incomprehensible. 

with faith to the God-given Offshoot of Anna
and offer there her barrenness. The virgin,
living blamelessly, let her be a mother by
discourse, adorning by word the elegance of
soul. For a betrothed — let her offer mental
sacrifice from the fruits of prayer. All together
rich and poor, lads and maidens, old and
young (Ps 48:2,148:12), priests and levites —
let all together keep the feast in honor of the
Maiden, the Theotokos and the Prophetess:
from Her has issued forth the Prophet,
foretold by Moses, Christ God and Truth (Dt
18:15). Amen. 

St. Andrew, Archbisop of Crete

http://orthochristian.com/83906.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom 10.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph 1.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal 4.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps 48.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps 148.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut 18.15
http://orthochristian.com/83906.html


the parents, in the first blossoming of Her
growth brought Her to the temple and
dedicated Her to God. The priest, then making
the order of services, beheld the face of the
girl and of those in front of and behind, and
he became gladdened and joyful, seeing as it
were the actual fulfillment of the Divine
promise. 

He consecrated Her to God, as a reverential
gift and propitious sacrifice — and, as a great
treasury unto salvation, he led Her within the
very innermost parts of the temple. Here the
Maiden walked in the upright ways of the
Lord, as in bridal

chambers, partaking of heavenly food until the
time of betrothal, which was preordained
before all the ages by Him Who, by His
unscrutable mercy, was born from Her, and by
Him Who before all creation and time and
expanse Divinely begat Him, and together
with His consubstantial and co-reigning and
co-worshipped Spirit — this being One
Godhead, having One Essence and Kingdom,
inseparable and immutable and in which is
nothing diverse, except the personal qualities.
Wherefore, in solemnity and in song I do offer
the Mother of the Word the festal gift; since
that He born of Her hath taught me to believe
in the Trinity: the Son and Word Without-
Beginning hath made in Her His Incarnation;
the Father begetting Him hath blessed this;
the Holy Spirit hath signed and sanctified the
womb which incomprehensibly hath
conceived. 

Now is the time to question David: in what did
the God of all forswear him? Speak, O Psalmist
and Prophet! He hath sworn from the fruit of
my loin to sit upon my throne

(Ps 131/132:11). Here in this He is forsworn
and wilt not break His oath, He hath forsworn
and His Word is sealed with a deed! “Once —
said he — I forswear by My Holiness, that I lie
not to David; his seed wilt prevail forever, and
his throne, like the sun before Me and like the
moon coursing the ages: a faithful witness also
in heaven” (Ps 88/89:35-38). God hath fulfilled
this oath, since it is not possible for God to lie
(Heb 6:18). Consider this: Christ in the flesh is
named my Son (Mt. 22: 42), and all nations will
worship my Lord and Son (Ps 71/72:11),
seeing him sit upon a virginal throne! Here
also is the Virgin, from Whose

womb the Pre-eternal One issued forth,
incarnated at the end of the ages and
renewing the ages, likewise sprung forth from
my loins! All this is so! 

People of God, holy nation, sacred gathering!
Let us revere our paternal memory; let us extol
the power of the mystery! Each of us, in the
measure given by grace, let us offer a worthy
gift for the present feast. Fathers — a
prosperous lineage; mothers — fine children;
the unbearing — the not-bearing of sin;
virgins — a twofold prudence, of soul and of
body; betrothed — praiseworthy abstinence. If
anyone of you be a father, let him imitate the
father of the Virgin; and if anyone be without
child — let them make harvest of fruitful
prayer, cultivating a life pleasing to God. The
mother, feeding her children, let her rejoice
together with Anna, raising her Child, given to
her in infertility through prayer. 

She that is barren, not having given birth,
lacking the blessing of a child, let her come

The less comprehensible it is, the more it is
revealed; and the more it is revealed, the less
comprehensible it is. Therefore the present
God-graced day, the first of our feastdays,
showing forth the light of virginity and the
crown woven from the unfading blossoms of
the spiritual garden of Scripture, offers
creatures a common joy. 

Be of good cheer, it says, behold, this is the

Feast of the Nativity of the Virgin and of the
renewal of the human race! The Virgin is born,
She grows and is raised up and prepares
Herself to be the Mother of the All-Sovereign
God of the ages. All this, with the assistance
of David, makes it for us an object of spiritual
contemplation. The Theotokos manifests to us
Her God-bestown Birth, and David points to
the blessedness of the human race and
wondrous kinship of God with mankind. 

And so, truly one ought to celebrate the
mystery today and to offer to the Mother of
God a word by way of gift: since nothing is so
pleasing to Her as a word and praise by word.
It is from here also that we receive a twofold
benefit: first, we enter into the region of truth,
and second, we emerge from the captivity and
slavery of the written law. How so? Obviously,
when darkness vanishes, then light appears;
so also here: after the law follows the freedom
of grace. 

The present day solemnity is a line of
demarcation, separating the truth from its
prefigurative symbol, and ushering in the new
in place of the old. Paul, that Divine Trumpet
of the Spirit, exclaims about this: “If anyone is
in Christ, he is a new creature; old things pass
away and behold, all things

have become new (2 Cor 5:17); for the law
made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a
better hope did, by which we draw near to
God” (Heb 7:19). The truth of grace has shown
forth brightly. 

Let there now be one common festal
celebration in both heaven and on earth. Let
everything now celebrate, that which is in the
world and that beyond the world. Now is made
the created temple for the

Creator of all; and creation is readied into a
new Divine habitation for the Creator. Now
our nature having been banished from the land
of blessedness receives the principle of theosis
and strives to rise up to the highest glory. 

Now Adam offers from us and for us elements
unto God, the most worthy fruit of mankind:
Mary, in Whom the new Adam is rendered
Bread for the restoration of the human race.
Now is opened the great bosom of virginity,
and the Church, in the matrimonial manner,
places upon it a pure, truly spotless pearl. 

Now human worthiness accepts the gift of the
first creation and returns to its former
condition; the majesty darkened by formless
sin, through the conjoining by His Mother by
birth “of Him Beauteous by Goodness,” man
receives beauty in a most excellent and God-
seemly visage. And this creating is done truly
by the creation, and recreation by theosis, and
theosis by a return to the original perfection! 

Now a barren one has become a mother
beyond expectation, and the Theotokos has
given birth without knowing man, and She

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb 6.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt. 22. 42
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2 Cor 5.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb 7.19


sanctifies natural birth. Now the majestic
color of the Divine purple is readied and
impoverished human nature is clothed in royal
worthiness. Now, according to prophecy,
sprouts forth the Offshoot of David, Who,
having eternally become the green-sprouting
Staff of Aaron, has blossomed forth for us with
the Staff of Power: Christ. 

Now from Judah and David is descended a
Virgin Maiden, rendering of Herself

the royal and priestly worthiness of Him Who
has taken on the priesthood of Aaron
according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb
7:15). Now the renewal of our nature is begun,
and the world responding, assuming a God-
seemly form, receives the principle of a
second Divine creation. 

The first creation of mankind occurred from
the pure and unsullied earth; but their nature
darkened its innate worthiness, they were
deprived of grace through the sin of
disobedience; for this we were cast out of the
land of life and, in place of the delights of
Paradise, we received temporal life as our
inheritance by birth, and with it the death and
corruption of our race. 

All started to prefer earth to heaven, so that
there remained no hope for salvation, beyond
the utmost help. Neither the natural nor the
written law, nor the fiery reconciliative
sayings of the prophets had power to heal the
sickness. No one knew how to rectify human
nature and by what means it would be most
suitable to raise it up to its former worthiness,
so long as God the Author of all did not deign
to reveal to us another arranged and newly-
constituted

world, where the pervasive form of the old
poison of sin is annihilated, and granting us a
wondrous, free and perfectly dispassionate
life, through our re-creation in the baptism of
Divine birth. 

But how would this great and most glorious
blessing be imparted to us, so in accord with
the Divine commands, if God were not to be
manifest to us in the flesh, not subject to the
laws of nature, nor deign to dwell with us in a
manner known to Him? And how could all this
be accomplished, if first

there did not serve the mystery a Pure and
Inviolate Virgin, Who contained the
Uncontainable, in accord with the law, yet
beyond the laws of nature? And could some
other virgin have done this besides She alone,
Who was chosen before all others by the
Creator of nature? 

This Virgin is the Theotokos, Mary, the Most
Glorious of God, from Whose womb the Most
Divine came forth in the flesh, and by Whom
He Himself arranged a wondrous temple for
Himself. She conceived without seed and gave
birth without corruption, since Her Son was
God, though also He was born in the flesh,
without mingling and without travail. 

This Mother, truly, avoided that which is
innate to mothers but miraculously fed Her
Son, begotten without a man, with milk. The
Virgin, having given birth to the One
seedlessly conceived, remained a pure Virgin,
having preserved incorrupt the marks of
virginity. And so in truth She is named the
Mother of God; Her virginity is esteemed and
Her birth-giving is glorified. God, having joined
with mankind

and become manifest in the flesh, has granted
Her a unique glory. Woman’s nature suddenly
is freed from the first curse, and just as the
first brought in sin, so also does the first
initiate salvation also. 

But our discourse has attained its chief end,
and I, celebrating now and with rejoicing
sharing in this sacred feast, I greet you in the
common joy. The Redeemer of the human
race, as I said, willed to arrange a new birth
and re-creation of mankind: just as the first
creation, taking dust from the virginal and
pure earth, where He formed

the first Adam, so also now, having arranged
His Incarnation upon the earth, and so to
speak, in place of dust He chooses out of all
the creation this Pure and Immaculate Virgin
and, having re-created mankind in His Chosen
One from among mankind, the Creator of
Adam is made the New Adam, in order to save
the old. 

     Who indeed was This Virgin and from what
sort of parents did She come? Mary, the glory
of all, was born of the tribe of David, and from
the seed of Joachim. She was descended from
Eve, and was the child of Anna. Joachim was a
gentle man, pious, raised in God’s law. Living
prudently

and walking before God he grew old without
child: the years of his prime provided no
continuation of his lineage. Anna was likewise
God-loving, prudent, but barren; she lived in
harmony with her husband, but was childless.
As much concerned about this, as about the
observance of the law of the Lord, she indeed
was daily stung by the grief of childlessness
and suffered that which is the usual lot of the
childless — she grieved, she sorrowed, she
was distressed, and impatient at being
childless. 

Thus, Joachim and his spouse lamented that
they had no successor to continue their line;

yet the spark of hope was not extinguished in
them completely: both intensified their prayer
about the granting to them of a child to
continue their line. In imitation of the prayer
heard of Hannah (1 Kings 1: 10), both without
leaving the temple fervently beseeched God
that He would undo her sterility and make
fruitful her childlessness. And they did not
give up on their efforts, until their wish be
fulfilled. The Bestower of gifts did not
contemn the gift of their hope. The unceasing
power came quickly in help to those praying
and beseeching God, and it made capable both
the one and the other to produce and bear a
child. In such manner, from sterile and barren
parents, as it were from irrigated trees, was
borne for us a most glorious fruition — the all-
pure Virgin. 

The constraints of infertility were destroyed —
prayer, upright manner of life, these rendered
them fruitful; the childless begat a Child, and
the childless woman was made an happy
mother. Thus the immaculate Fruition issuing
forth from the womb occurred from an infertile
mother, and then

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb 7.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1 Kings 1. 10
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