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Scripture Readings 

Acts 11:19-26, 29-30 

John 4:5-42 

Commemorations 

Samaritan Woman. Martyr 
Isidore of Chios (251). Ven. 
Isidore, Fool-for-Christ, 
Wonderworker of Rostov 
(1474). St. Nikita, Bishop of 
Novgorod and Recluse, of the 
Kiev Caves. Martyr Maximus 
(ca. 250). Ven. Serapion of 
Egypt (5th c.). St. Leontius, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem (1175). 
First opening of the Relics of 
St. Tikhon of Zadonsk (1846) 

  

Information 

Rev. Steven Hosking, attached 

frsteve@stalexischurch.org 

860.664.9434 (church) 

860.866.5802 (message) 

www.stalexischurch.org

Welcome to our Guests
We welcome all visitors to our Divine Liturgy and services. 
While Holy Communion may only be received by prepared 
Orthodox Christians, our non-Orthodox guests are welcome 
to participate in our prayers and hymns and to join us in 
venerating the Cross and and receiving blessed bread at the 
conclusion of the Liturgy. Please sign our guest card and join 
us for refreshments and fellowship after the services.

Feel free to ask questions before or after the services. Any 
member of our Council or Congregation are glad to assist 
you. Literature about the Orthodox faith and this parish can 
be found in the narthex (back of the Church).

Icon of the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
The icon of the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman depicts the biblical story of the Christ 
conversing with the woman at the well. Our Lord is shown sitting beside the well, speaking with 
and blessing the Samaritan woman. She is shown with her right hand outstretched toward Christ, 
indicating both her interest in what He is saying, and also as a sign of her faith and her efforts to 
bring others to hear what Christ has to say. In the background of the icon, the city is visible 
together with the Mount Gerazim.
Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast of the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
The Sunday of the Samaritan Woman is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John 
Chrysostom. On this Sunday and throughout the Paschal period until the Apodosis or leave-
taking of Pascha, the day before the Feast of the Ascension, the services begin with the chanting 
of the troparion of Pascha, "Christ is risen…"

Announcements
Thank you to everyone who prepared, cooked and participated in this year’s Chili/chowder 
Cookoff. As you know, the proceeds from this fund-raising event go directly to the International 
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). This year our Cookoff raised $555. This year marks the 
25th Anniversary of the IOCC and with the flooding in Missouri, the on-going refugee crisis in 
the Middle East (particularly in Syria) and the ever present humanitarian needs of those living in 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza (to name just a few of the locations in which IOCC is 
involved) support for this ministry has never been more urgently needed.

Through prayer, donors, volunteers and everyone working to support IOCC all have the 
power to be present around the globe. Prayer gives us the ability to offer the healing ministry of 
Christ and His life-giving message to our neighbors throughout the world.

The Apostle Paul commands prayer for all Christians without exception, and asks us to 
pray unceasingly. To aid you in this devotion, we offer the following prayers for people in need and 
suffering in our world.

Prayer for Those in Need
O Christ, Who alone art our Defender: Be mindful, O Lord, of the young and the old; orphans 
and widows; the sick and the suffering, the sorrowing and the afflicted, all captives, and the needy 
poor; upon them all send forth thy mercies, for thou art the Giver of all good things.

Prayer for Peace
Almighty God and Creator, You are the Father of all people on the earth. Guide, I pray, all the 
nations and their leaders in the ways of justice and peace. Protect us from the evils of injustice, 
prejudice, exploitation, conflict and war. Help us to put away mistrust, bitterness and hatred. 
Teach us to cease the storing and using of implements of war. Lead us to find peace, respect and 
freedom. Unite us in the making and sharing of tools of peace against ignorance, poverty, disease 
and oppression. Grant that we may grow in harmony and friendship as brothers and sisters 
created in Your image, to Your honor and praise. Amen.

Our Parish Council Representatives are:
President - Susan Hayes
Vice President - Deborah Bray 
Secretary - SubDeacon Joseph Brubaker 
Treasurer - Susan Egan
Member at Large - James Pepitone
Member at Large - Demetra Tolis



This week’s services and events

Tuesday, May 16, 2017
8:30a - Daily Matins

Wednesday, May 17, 2017
4:30p - Open Doors
6:30p- Daily Vespers

 Thursday, May 18, 2017
8:30a - Daily Matins 

 Saturday, May 20, 2017
9:00a - Liturgy at Norwich Parish
10:00a - Parish Spring Cleanup
5:30p - Great Vespers

Sunday, May 21, 2017
9:30a - Divine Liturgy

Susan Egan will be presenting a first quarter financial 
report of the church this coming Sunday, May 14, after 
the service.

Announcements

Fellowship & Stewardship Ministry Meeting today.

Many years to all our Mothers, Grand Mothers 
and God Mothers. 

Memory Eternal to all our departed Mothers, 
Grand Mothers and God Mothers.

Saturday, May 227th at 4:30p - 
Memorial for Alla Hamisevich

Kyle Hollis and Stephen Wexell will be received into the 
Orthodox Church on Sunday, May 28th. Prayers for the 
Exorcisms will begin at 9:15am and the Baptismal 
Liturgy will begin at 9:30am.

Please continue to 
pray for… 

Please continue to pray for… 

Robert, Olga, Daria, Daria, Dori, 
John, Evelyn, June, Nina, Joan, 
John, Alex, Alan, Luke, Kathryn, 
Veronica, Darlyne, Irene, Nancy, 
Dionysian, Elena, Jevon, Ivan and 
Joscean. And for…John, Jennifer, 
Nicholas, Isabel, Elizabeth, John, 
Jordan, Michael, Lee, Eva, Neil, 
Gina, Joey, Michael, Madelyn, 
Sofie, Katrina, Olena, and Valeriy. 
And for our catechumens; Kyle 
Hollis and Stephen Wexell. 

Memory Eternal: Alla Hamisevich 

This week we 
celebrate: 

Katerina Hoehnebart and Evelyn 
Leake on the occasion of their 
birthdays. 

Introduction
The fifth Sunday of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the Sunday of 
the Samaritan Woman. The day commemorates the encounter of Christ with the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob's well. The biblical story of this event and the dialog between 
Christ and the woman is found in the Gospel of Saint John 4:5-42.

Background
One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was Shechem, also called Sikima, 
located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites had heard the blessings in the 
days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this town, Jacob, who had come from 
Mesopotamia in the nineteenth century before Christ, bought a piece of land where there 
was a well. This well, preserved even until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. 
Later, before he died in Egypt, he left that piece of land as a special inheritance to his son 
Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This town, before it was taken into possession by Samaria, was also 
the leading city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In the time of the Romans it was called 
Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the first city in Canaan visited by the Patriarch 
Abraham. Here also, Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for the last time. 
Almost three hundred years later, all Israel assembled there to make Roboam (Rehoboam) 
king.
When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to this city, which is also called Sychar 
(John 4:5), He was wearied from the journey and the heat. He sat down at this well. After a 
little while the Samaritan woman mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to draw 
water. As she conversed at some length with the Lord and heard from Him secret things 
concerning herself, she believed in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed.
Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before Christ, 
Salmanasar (Shalmaneser), King of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom of 
Israel into captivity, and relocated all these people to Babylon and the land of the Medes. 
From there he gathered various nations and sent them to Samaria. These nations had been 
idolaters from before. Although they were later instructed in the Jewish faith and believed 
in the one God, they worshipped the idols also. Furthermore, they accepted only the 
Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the other books of Holy Scripture. Nonetheless, they 
thought themselves to be descendants of Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the pious Jews 
named these Judaizing and idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, the 
former leading city of the Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout. The Jews 
rejected them as heathen and foreigners, and had no communion with them at all, as the 
Samaritan woman observed, "the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9). 
Therefore, the name Samaritan is used derisively many times in the Gospel narrations.
After the Ascension of the Lord, and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the 
woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy Apostles and became a great preacher and 
Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine, and her feast is kept on February 26.


